Career Cluster 

Arts, Audio Video Technology & Communication

“Arts education aids students in skills needed in the workplace: flexibility, the ability to solve problems and communicate; the ability to learn new skills, to be creative and innovative, and to strive for excellence.”  

     
       


       Dr. Joseph M. Calahan

Vice President, Xerox Foundation

What are the Art, Audio Video Technology and Communication Career Cluster?

Information, communication, technology, and rapid change are leading forces in the twenty-first century.  In response, the world of work has shifted away from manufacturing and toward the knowledge and creative based economies.  Flexibility and innovation have become commodities of the times.  In today’s creative economy, the arts provide the training and service for a workforce driven by innovation. This career cluster focuses on those courses of study which, by their very nature, develop collaborative skills, creative thinking and an appreciation for diversity.  By study and practice, the arts prepare students to succeed in the twenty-first century. 

What is the Creative Economy? 

The creative economy is derived from organizations and professional entities that produce goods and services based in cultural enterprise and the fine or applied arts.  It includes the creative workforce as well as creative communities, where the quality of life is directly connected to higher concentrations of creative workers and creative cluster industries. (http://www.creative-economy.org/mission/index.html).

Economic Figures from the Creative Economy

The creative sector includes not only the activities of nonprofit cultural organizations but also commercial enterprises and professionals engaged in the applied arts. The New England Foundation for the Arts (NEFA) tracks growth and revenue generated by the creative economy.  Their 2000 study reveals that nonprofit cultural organizations and attractions spent $99.2 million and earned $108.9 million in revenue while supporting more than 17,952 jobs in New Hampshire. Further regional findings from the study indicate that 247,386 New Englanders are employed in the creative economy; employment in the creative cluster exceeds that of the software and health care technology; and an annual regional payroll of $4.3 billion is generated by the Creative Economy (report issued by the New England Council, The Creative Economy Initiative: The Role of the Arts and Culture in New England’s Economic Competitiveness (http://www.nefa.org/projinit/createecon/index.html). 

What skills are taught in this Career Cluster?

This career cluster covers a variety of arts, communication and design avenues, including performing art, fine art, graphic art, design industries, film, broadcasting and certain aspects of journalism.  All areas require activities and courses that challenge students’ creative talents and all pathways require the ability to communicate effectively in oral, written, and/or visual modalities.  Students who engage in this career cluster will be expected to gain knowledge in basic math, language arts, science, and technology as well as practical experience in their chosen discipline.

What is the role of community and industry partnerships?

The role of community and industry in partnership with the study of arts, A/V technology and communications is dependent upon the relationships among individual schools, local industry and professional practitioners; these relationships may vary year to year.  Organizations and institutions that have been instrumental in the development of programs and pathways that provide the guidance for students interested in pursuing this type of career are the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, the North Country Alliance for Arts Education, the Currier Museum, the Capital Center for the Arts, The Moving Company of Keene, Macintosh College, and the state university system.

What is the role of postsecondary institutions?

Postsecondary institutions in New Hampshire provide many opportunities for students in this career cluster.  Students may earn anywhere from associate degrees to post graduate degrees in particular disciplines within this pathway.  

What resources are available to help schools implement an Arts, A/V Technology & Communications Career Pathway?

In 2001, the New Hampshire State Board of Education adopted the K-12 New Hampshire Curriculum Framework for the Arts. This document defines what students should know and be able to do in dance, music, theatre and visual art.  Proficiency and content standards are articulated for the end of fourth, eighth and twelfth grade.  

Examples of practice include the Plymouth Regional Career and Tech Center which offers a two-year theatre arts program.  Nashua high schools offer students apprenticeships with local artists and Hopkinton High School partners with a local film artist.  In regards to A/V technology and communications, schools in New Hampshire offer students various opportunities through on-site radio announcing, journalism clubs, film and A/V courses and programs.  
What does the future hold for a career in this cluster?

A student who seeks a career in this cluster may not follow a straight and well-defined pathway to success.  Artists typically begin by following their passion.  However, they eventually meld their professional strengths with their passion only to find applicable and satisfying work in another related profession.  The cross-cutting competencies developed by a study of the arts, A/V technology and communications are highly transferable to many other professions. To learn more about careers in this, go to www.careerclusters.org. Other related websites include:

· www.nh.gov/nharts/


-New Hampshire State Council on the Arts

· www.nhavp.com/videographers2.asp
-NH Assoc. of Videographers

· www.nhab.org



-NH Association of Broadcasters

· www.newenglandfilm.com

-New England Film

· www.designeducation.org

-Design Education
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