
                                                                                                           Grade 9, 10, 11, & 12




COMPETENCY-BASED PERFORMANCE STANDARD

for

DECISION-MAKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING

According to the NH Curriculum Frameworks, proficiency in Decision-Making and Problem Solving means that the student will make developmentally appropriate decisions and will use problem solving strategies to investigate information and gain understanding in a variety of settings.

The student shall submit evidence to demonstrate to the assessor(s) that the following standard has been met in its entirety. This evidence should be gathered from at least two sources (contexts, situations, classes, or experiences) to show consistent skill. The student’s proficiency level in each competency area will be evaluated by:  1) assessing how closely the evidence submitted  meets this written standard, 2) the Assessor(s) Professional Judgement, and 3) comparison of the student’s evidence with Exemplar work that illustrates “Proficient” in each competency area.

The student proficient in decision-making and problem solving will demonstrate the ability to:

Grade 9 & 10:

Outline issues involved in a situation, problem, or challenge

Determine, collect, and organize necessary information 

Identify possible solution(s)

Compare and analyze the pros and cons of the possible solution(s)

Develop and test strategies or options  that might work

Provide examples of the strategies or options tested or tried

Through teamwork, arrive at a decision or determine a solution that is well suited to the task

Grade 11 & 12 (in addition to above)

Independently arrive at a decision or determine a solution, that is well suited to the task

Communicate, in a clear format, how the solution was formed 

Justify or describe how and why a particular solution option was chosen

Guidance Notes for Assessors:
The evidence submitted for this competency must include an example of problem solving in mathematics and an example encountered in a real-life situation, such as work-based learning, school-based learning, job skills practice, or other career development decisions. The mathematics work submitted as evidence must demonstrate proficiency in computation as well as problem solving skills to meet this standard. The mathematics work may occur in any setting, not necessarily a mathematics class, and the mathematics example may occur in the context of the real-life setting.

Time frames for decision-making appropriate for the task within an assignment or activity will be established in the learning environment (the class, task group, work experience, etc).

A portfolio of evidence may be used to demonstrate this process.

PROFICIENT: student has presented sufficient and repeated evidence of attainment of a particular Competency, according to the Performance Standard. NOT YET PROFICIENT: student is still working towards complete attainment of a particular Competency. SURPASSES GRADE PROFICIENCY: student has presented sufficient and repeated evidence of attainment of a particular Competency, according to the Performance Standard, and the evidence presented  for that Competency  demonstrated skill beyond grade level. NO BASIS FOR EVALUATION: Opportunities to attain Competency or collect evidence were not present.
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