Professional Resources for NH Schools
Included with NH PreK-16 Literacy Action Plan for the 21st Century

The Literacy Principal: Leading, Supporting, and Assessing Reading and Writing Practices 
Written by David Booth, an internationally recognized researcher and educator, and his colleague Jennifer Rowsell at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, this text provides K-8 administrators the background and effective strategies they need for developing more literate students.  It includes basic literacy information, examples of exemplary reading and writing programs, formal and informal assessment practices and approaches to intervention, and suggestions for developing a true professional learning community.  The book is easy to read and also includes useful tools and suggestions for professional reflection and reading. A useful chart on page 69 points out what a reading community might look like. This chart includes guiding questions for an administrator observing literacy activities in a classroom. Pages 98-99 refer to research conducted by CIERA explaining what the key knowledge, skills and attitudes might look like when assessing comprehension, motivation and metacognition.
Creating a Culture of Literacy: A Guide for Middle and High School Principals – published by the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP)

Although all middle and high schools received copies of this text when it was first published, the Literacy Task Force felt that it was such a good resource, all schools could use an additional copy.  The descriptions of exemplary schools, the annotated bibliography of resources, and the assessment rubrics that are found in the appendix are invaluable. Pages 92-93 contain a useful planning tool that helps to identify focus areas for study and suggested questions to guide an individualized plan in each school. 
Subjects Matter: Every Teacher’s Guide to Content-Area Reading

Written by Harvey Daniels and Steven Zemelman, this is the most teacher friendly source for how content area teachers can help their students become “literate” in their subject area.  It is full of humorous situations and examples and includes a differentiated content area reading list as well as real classroom examples of before, during, and after reading activities that are easy to implement immediately. Chapter Six, How to Use a Textbook, is filled with practical activities to increase student comprehension while reading textbooks in all content areas.(A companion set of videos - ASCD’s Reading in the Content Areas - that depict real content area classrooms can be borrowed from the NHDOE)
Teaching Reading in the Content Areas: If Not Me, Then Who? 2nd edition

Published by McRel and distributed through ASCD, this is the initial resource in a set of books that explain the process of reading and what good readers do, and then goes on to describe specific classroom strategies and graphic organizers that will help students in their comprehension of content area material. This book is a compilation of graphic organizers that could be used to help students organize and better understand concepts addressed in texts. Pages 76-77 illustrate the Frayer Model for vocabulary study which could be useful across content areas Later versions have been published that separate out specific strategies for mathematics, science, and social studies classrooms.
Best Practice, 3rd edition: Today’s Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools by Steven Zemelman, Harvey Daniels, & Arthur Hyde

Based on teacher practice and current research, this text supports powerful teaching. The first two editions have promoted instructional excellence for more than ten years. This third edition has forty-five percent new material and does more to make the big ideas of education accessible, identifying the teaching methods that help students learn, explaining how to implement them in the classroom, and showing what exemplary instruction really looks like.  The text includes some great “side by side” charts of what we should do more of and less of if we want to improve student achievement.
Learning by Doing: A Handbook for Professional Learning Communities at Work by Richard and Rebecca Dufour, Robert Eaker, and Thomas Many

For those who have read all or some of the Professional Learning Community texts, and even if you haven’t, this is a compilation of all the PLC ideas, in an easy to read and use format.  It has all the key points highlighted in the margins and a CD-rom with all of the assessment forms for use or adaptation.  It is truly a workbook that if followed, can take a school or district from square one (or anywhere along the continuum) to a true learning community. Page 115 has a list of questions to guide the development and focus of a Professional Learning Community. The guiding questions on Pages 188-189 address the need to shift the culture of a school which is an essential first step to making improvements.
In addition to the above texts, each school is receiving a DVD entitled, Talk With Me, Read With Me, Sing With Me prepared by the NH Parent Information Resource Center (NHPIRC) and Manchester’s Early Reading First Program that schools can use “to help parents and caregivers learn ways to talk, read, and sing with young children to create the building blocks for learning to read.”  It is in English and Spanish.
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