
Dear Educator,

Just in time to supplement a Constitution Day 2013 program for your classroom, Constitutionally Speaking is pleased to present a package of online video lessons and companion study guide titled "How Does the Constitution Keep Up with the Times?" Twelve Lessons on the Nation's Founding Document and Its Application in 21st Century America.

Drawn from talks presented throughout Constitutionally Speaking's pilot year, the 12 video excerpts and related lesson plans aim to enlighten students on contemporary constitutional issues ranging from freedom of speech to affirmative action to the right of privacy. Click here to access these new resources, which you can view on-line or download to your mobile device.  

 

By week's end, the website's Resources for Teachers page will include additional lesson plans aligned with Common Core Standards and created by New Hampshire teachers at a Constitutionally Speaking summer workshop co-hosted by Plymouth State University. These materials will include one lesson aimed at engaging elementary students in an analysis of the Bill of Rights, and others designed to familiarize secondary-level students with constitutional interpretation, several U.S. Supreme Court cases, and the relevance of the Constitution in contemporary times. 

The inspiration for these new materials was provided by retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter, who at Constitutionally Speaking's inaugural event cited "the pervasive ignorance of the Constitution of the United States and the structure of government" as the most significant problem in American politics and public life today. "The good news," he continued, "is that there are a lot of terrific civics teachers in New Hampshire who are trying to turn that around. One of their problems is that they don't necessarily have the material support to do it very well. And the demands on teaching make it very difficult to find time for more civics."

Constitutionally Speaking aims to help fill the gap noted by Justice Souter. We hope the website additions will inspire you and your colleagues to redouble your efforts to provide New Hampshire students with the foundation necessary to emerge from school with citizenship skills that are second to none among the Nation's youth.

On behalf of the partners in Constitutionally Speaking, I thank you for your interest in reintroducing meaningful civics education into our schools,

Dianne Kearns Duncan 
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