Can you imagine how your students and their peers could gain a global perspective from an international visitor the same age as them? How do you help prepare students for a more interconnected world, as budgets tighten and tests focus on other skills? Have you ever thought about hosting an international exchange student in your school or family? 

Every year students come to the U.S. on the FLEX, YES, and A-SMYLE programs sponsored by the US Department of State. These students have competed against their peers and earned a scholarship to come to the U.S. for a full academic year. The students live with an American host family, attend school and become a part of the family! Students come from diverse backgrounds, from the Middle East to the former Soviet Union and Balkans. They arrive ready to learn more about you and your culture and also share their own culture and perspective! Hearing an Egyptian student’s opinion on the recent events in Cairo or a Russian student discuss their perspective on the Cold War and today is a unique opportunity that exists by hosting one of these students. Because they are on U.S. State Department scholarships, they are held to a higher standard and must complete 30 hours of community service (many complete over 100!), perform cultural presentations during International Education Week, attend enhancement activities and participate in Global Youth Service Day.
 
Two students who could come to your community are:
Omar from Egypt (YES Program) Omar claims friends from different ages, grades, and education levels and likes to spend time with all of them. He is a very active boy who would fit in well with families on the go—he spends much of his time playing basketball, water polo, weightlifting, jogging, and swimming. He also loves playing the electric guitar both alone and with his friends– fellow guitar players would surely love to jam with him! Omar enjoys reading as well, especially Arabic literature, and is also a member of a local scouts club.
 
Aizada from Kyrgyzstan (FLEX Program) Aizada , in addition to speaking her native Kyrgyz and Russian, speaks Japanese and would likely enjoy practicing with her host siblings and talking about cultural differences in Kyrgyzstan, America, and Japan. She spends her summers in the mountains with her grandparents, living with no electricity, internet or phone, only “pure air, a good mood and [her] grandmother’s delicious warm bread, ‘kalama.’” Aizada stays busy ice skating, gardening, cooking, practicing origami, swimming and more- there doesn’t seem to be much she wouldn’t do! She also shares Pride and Prejudice as her favorite book, saying she admires the main character Elizabeth Bennet.

In addition to these two students, we have many other scholarship students from Southeast Europe, the Balkans, Eastern Europe, Eurasia, Central Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia.
 


This opportunity begins with a family willing to open their homes and their hearts to a student, so now is the time to consider hosting.  Anyone interested in hosting for a period of two months to a full academic year, and the ability to provide a safe, supportive, English-speaking environment is welcome to contact us for more information.  If you or anyone in your network has questions about what this entails, please respond to this email (inbound@americancouncils.org) to set up a time to talk – we want to help them make a decision that is right for you family and community! You can also learn more by visiting out website: http://inbound.americancouncils.org.  

