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Cohort 3 High School Pilot Site Application Process 
Questions and Answers

What is the data that you are asking cohort schools to look at?
We have to collect and report on implementation and intervention fidelity data as a requirement of the State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) that funds our project.  For example, we will collect fidelity measures aligned with our Framework for Transition Focused Education that will help your team with action planning around your professional development needs, and process data to make sure we are implementing our evidence informed practices with fidelity.  We also collect data on ELOs, Family Engagement Focus Groups and for those schools that select RENEW, we collect RENEW data as well. We will also ask you to use other data sources (both available at the state and local level) to drive and inform the implementation of the project.  For example you may use the NH DOE’s Early Warning System (EWS) data, behavior data, graduation and dropout data, Special Education State Performance Plan Indicator data, and/or other data available to help inform secondary transition related activities and programming.    
What is the time commitment to professional development?
The time commitment for each of our Pilot High Schools is based on their individual needs.  Each school will be required to conduct a strengths and needs assessment that will inform an action plan for professional development.  The professional development we provide will be based on this plan.  These PD offerings will occur statewide, regionally and locally depending on the subject matter and needs across all schools. Once selected, our Pilot High Schools will meet with NSNH staff to review time and resource commitments in more detail prior to signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  
Would it be possible to submit the grant application for the two high schools but represent them as one LEA?
No, each high school will need to submit its own application.  


Will the powerpoint from the Information webinar be available online?
YES. The powerpoint will be available on our website at http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/special_ed/nextstepsnh.htm.  
If you have any further questions please contact:
Amy Aiello
Project Coordinator
603-271-1536
amy.aiello@doe.nh.gov  
Can IDEA funds be used to provide a stipend to the Transition Liaison position?
No, IDEA funds cannot be used to provide a stipend to the Transition Liaison for NSNH.  However there will be a small amount of financial support provided to selected schools to support the implementation of the project. 
What challenges have other cohort schools faced under the Next Steps NH project?
Challenges are unique to individual schools based on a variety of factors including but not limited to their school culture, school priorities, resource allocation, etc. Time and resource commitment has been challenging for some where family involvement for others has been a challenge. We have not had a school where a challenge has precluded them from participating and making progress toward the project goal.
Can we attach additional documents to the application?
Yes if it is clearly relevant to addressing a question in your proposal or providing evidence.  Please clearly label all attachments to make it easier for application reviewers.
It appears this grant has connections to curriculum, instruction and assessment as well. Should the grant application also include the CIA contact for a district if one exists?
If a selected LEA has a CIA contact person, it would be highly beneficial to have them on your project leadership team and to include this information in your application.  
Can you give specific examples of what you are looking for as we begin to develop the family focus group?
It will be important to consider any existing family groups or organizations in your school that could act as this project’s Family Focus Group or to provide support in the development of a new team.  In selecting and developing your team, please consider that the team’s focus is to provide outreach and communication in formats that engage families and create collaborative relationships in the secondary transition process. Selected schools will receive coaching from their regional intermediary and NH Parent Information Center to help in this endeavor.  

What type of professional development is being offered?
· We will be offering PD in the form of training and intensive coaching in Transition Focused Education (this will focus on Student Development, Student Focused Planning, Family Engagement, Interagency Collaboration, and Program Structures. Some examples of specific practices include:
· Transition planning within the IEP
· Extended Learning Opportunities (ELOs)
· Family Focus Group development
· Rehabilitation for Empowerment, Natural supports, Education, and Work (RENEW)

Is there any financial award for the selected schools? If so, who makes the decisions regarding the use of this money?

Schools will receive a small amount of financial support to support the implementation of the project.  The Project’s Management Team will be managing these funds.  Schools do not need to submit a budget with their application.

Is there a school size requirement for the application?

No there is no school size requirement for this application.

Under Next Steps NH, are online courses considered acceptable ELOs?

If your school’s program of study includes online courses as acceptable ELOs then yes, they would be considered ELOs under the project however there will be an emphasis under the Next Steps NH project to promote ELOs with community partnerships.

If we partner with a private school or academy, what information do you want and in what section?

Each application from a Public Academy, Public Charter School, and Approved Special Education Program must be endorsed by a participating LEA.  This information will need to be documented in the Cover Page (Section A) and the Administrative Commitment section (Section D).
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