Teacher Judgments of Student Proficiency for NECAP Standard Setting

Introduction

The New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) is committed to involving educators from the three states in all phases of the program. Teachers have been involved in developing and reviewing the Grade Span Expectations (GSEs), reviewing test items for the assessment, and participating in bias and sensitivity reviews of items and reading passages. In keeping with this commitment, teachers are invited to contribute input into the standard setting process that will be used to establish achievement levels for the new tests. 

Student performance on the NECAP tests will be classified into one of four achievement levels: Proficient with Distinction, Proficient, Partially Proficient, and Substantially Below Proficient. Following the October 2007 test administration to grade 11 students, standard setting panels consisting primarily of grade 10 and 11 teachers from the three NECAP states will meet to review the test items and achievement level descriptions and recommend achievement level cut scores for each of the NECAP tests: reading, mathematics, and writing. As part of the process of ensuring the validity of the performance standards established for the NECAP tests, information about student proficiency outside of the NECAP tests is included in the standard setting process. Teacher judgments of student proficiency based on classroom instruction aligned with the GSEs are a critical piece of external information.  

Performance on a single test is not a complete picture of an individual student’s performance. In general, however, we expect there to be a relationship between a student’s performance on the NECAP tests and the student’s overall performance in the classroom. Both the content of the NECAP tests and instruction in the classroom are aligned with the GSEs – although classroom instruction will also focus on knowledge and skills not easily addressed on large-scale state assessments.

Although this is a very busy time of year, it is the best opportunity to collect your judgments about the performance of current grade 10 students. Throughout the year (or semester), you will have had numerous interactions with your students and opportunities to evaluate student performance through classroom observations, class assignments, homework assignments, quizzes, tests, etc. Based on those observations of student performance and your knowledge of the grade 9-10 GSEs, we are asking you to make a judgment on each of your grade 10 students’ level of proficiency. By the time school begins again next fall the information will not be as fresh and your focus will be on new students.
Because the teacher judgment data is a key component to the standard setting process, the NECAP states have tried to implement a data collection process that is easy to complete and provides flexibility and confidentiality for individual teachers. The web-based system allows individual teachers to submit ratings on student proficiency at any time before the end of June. A teacher may provide ratings for all students in a single session or in multiple sessions, whichever is more convenient. Although it is not critical to obtain a proficiency rating from every teacher on every student, the validity of the achievement level standards is enhanced by obtaining teacher judgments from a wide range of schools on students representing a wide range of performance within each school.
Overview of the Achievement Levels
As you read the achievement level descriptions on page 2, note that student proficiency is described in terms of two components: performance on instructional activities aligned to the grade 9-10 GSEs and  preparation to participate and perform successfully in instructional activities in grades 11 and 12. This is not a judgment of how well you think your students will perform on the grade 11 NECAP test.

	Table 1

NECAP Achievement Level General Descriptions

	Achievement Level
	Description

	Substantially

Below Proficient
	Students performing at this level demonstrate extensive and significant gaps in the prerequisite knowledge and skills needed to participate and perform successfully in instructional activities aligned with the grade 9-10 GSEs. 

Additional instruction and support is necessary for these students to meet the grade 9-10 GSEs.

	Partially

Proficient
	Students performing at this level demonstrate gaps in the knowledge and skills needed to participate and perform successfully in instructional activities aligned with the grade 9-10 GSEs.

Additional instructional support may be necessary for these students to perform successfully in courses aligned with grade 11-12 expectations.

	Proficient
	Students performing at this level demonstrate minor gaps in the knowledge and skills needed to participate and perform successfully in instructional activities aligned with the grade 9-10 GSEs. 
It is likely that any gaps in the prerequisite knowledge and skills demonstrated by these students can be addressed by the classroom teacher during the course of classroom instruction aligned with grade 11-12 expectations.

	Proficient with

Distinction
	Students performing at this level demonstrate the prerequisite knowledge and skills needed to participate and excel in instructional activities aligned with the grade 9-10 GSEs.  Errors made by these students are few and minor and do not reflect gaps in prerequisite knowledge and skills.
These students are prepared to perform successfully in classroom instruction aligned with grade 11-12 expectations.


Essential components of the achievement level descriptions are:

· The achievement level descriptions are based on the premise that the GSEs have been well constructed and do reflect a logical, developmental consistency across grade levels.

· Evaluation of performance at each achievement level (including Proficient with Distinction) is based on GSEs at the current grade level. There is no expectation that students performing at the Proficient with Distinction level will be required to demonstrate knowledge and skills contained in GSEs at higher grade levels. 

· The descriptions include two components: gaps in the student’s knowledge of the grade 9-10 GSEs and likelihood that additional instructional support is needed to fill those gaps for future instruction. Additional instructional support does not refer to the normal review that occurs in the course of instruction, differentiated instruction within a typical classroom environment, or the supports routinely provided to offset the disability of a student with an IEP or 504 plan.

· The descriptions are based on the assumption that all students enrolled in the current grade level can attain proficiency. A critical variable across students performing at different achievement levels is the amount and type of supports that students will require to meet grade level expectations.

Please review the instructions on the enclosed blue sheet and use them to provide your judgments of student proficiency. The information that you provide will be a key part of the NECAP standard setting process. Thank you for your assistance in this activity and the entire NECAP administration.


1

