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A Response to the NECAP Alignment Study
An external alignment study of the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) was conducted to meet requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and to inform the continuous improvement model embedded in NECAP’s overall design.  We are committed to meeting all technical requirements requested of the testing program and received this particular study’s findings with great interest.  After careful reading, reflection and discussion, the NECAP partners have outlined the following reactions and plans to address each of the findings in the report.  

Our initial read confirmed that the NECAP tests are very well aligned to our Grade Level Expectations (GSE) and match quite nicely to our planned balance of representation.  The panelists found a high degree of alignment between test items in reading and mathematics and measurement of the intended GLE as well as coverage of the GLEs.  As noted in the report, “The comprehensive, systematic approach used, and the on-going involvement of hundreds of local educators, by the NECAP partners in developing the assessments were instrumental to ensuring that the final product would meet recognized standards for content validity and proper alignment.”  Any and all changes recommended and accepted are taken in the spirit of refining our test development and construction process to yield a test of even higher quality.
Inventory of Test Items
The NECAP is entering its third year of item development and, as such, does not have a deep item pool.  It is important for our content specialists and item developers to be mindful of which GLEs have developed items and which may need more development attention in order to build a broad array of items from which to build test forms.  The item pool will catalog all items with respect to GLE alignment, field testing item specifications, and Depth of Knowledge level.  
Depth of Knowledge
The NECAP partners used Norman Webb’s concept of Depth of Knowledge to think about and account for a full range of cognitive complexity represented in the GLEs in the items on the NECAP tests.  The alignment study demonstrated that we have not been able to fully operationalize this range at all levels of testing; particularly at the third-grade.  We will address this issue by:
1. documenting Depth of Knowledge during test form construction

2. ensuring that Depth of Knowledge is accounted for in the inventory of items

3. examining the structure of 4 point constructed response items for more opportunities to develop items at a deeper level of cognitive complexity.

We are confident that these steps will help ensure that the DOK criteria are met for future NECAP tests at all grade levels and content areas.
Distribution of Emphasis
The distribution of emphasis was constructed early in the program and represented the best thinking of the team at the time.  We have grown in our understanding of how item construction interacts with our commitment to using authentic literature on the reading tests.  The study confirmed our observation that informational passages yield more basic understanding items and that literary passages yield more analyses and interpretation items.  However, we will explore this issue with our testing contractor (and as an adjunct activity for item review committees) to ensure that we are able to maintain the emphasis that we wanted originally.  
The second area for discussion regarding the distribution of emphasis concerned the number of word identification and vocabulary items required at grade 3.  The distribution of emphasis will be re-evaluated within the context of curriculum work and emphasis at the school and district levels among the three states.

Summary
The Alignment Study provided the NECAP partners with confirmation about the good work that has been accomplished and the areas that will require further discussion and development.  We are happy to receive both levels of feedback.  Our plans include convening our content specialists and assessment contractor teams in order to discuss all recommendations and develop concrete timelines and protocols to respond to the recommendations.  Notably, the alignment study demonstrated that better alignment results were achieved at any steps in the current development process that required real-time written documentation.

This lesson is noted and will result in additional written documentation at each step of the test development process.  These steps will ensure that the NECAP tests have an ongoing process and set of evidence to ensure comprehensive alignment.
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