Differentiated Instruction for the Time Challenged Teacher

I knew differentiated instruction was important but had yet to figure out a way to make it possible for even the busiest teachers to plan. This notion became something I just had to tackle after I presented at my first staff development day. My presentation was on “How to differentiate instruction in the middle school classroom”. I was greeted with great appreciation about my ideas but was told “It was too time consuming and no real teacher had time to differentiate as often as I said it could and should be done” in the inclusion classroom. Being a problem solver, this made me think. I realized that the other teachers were absolutely right! I spent more time at work in the evenings trying to differentiate instruction for my students who were enriched, average, slow learners, special ed., and ELL than I did with my husband. I knew differentiated instruction was important, but I had to figure out a way to make it possible for even the busiest of teachers to plan. 
My solution was to start my own website devoted to helping teachers differentiate instruction quickly. I am now the CEO of www.hollerformastro.com. Through my website, I have created an activity engine that includes 50 activities based on the Multiple Intelligence Theory, with rubrics. This allows teachers to choose up to 4 activities and then type in the content they want their students to work on. All of this takes less than 5 minutes as opposed to the 3 hours per night it normally would for the average teacher!

I have added a leveled writing engine which takes students from a topic sentence to a DBQ essay using small steps. This has a point system for grading. The teacher simply types in the question they want their students to answer and then clicks on the levels that they need. These steps take less than 5 minutes as well. 

Since the inception of www.hollerformastro.com, I have begun writing social studies differentiated instruction lesson plans and PowerPoint mini-lessons. I have differentiated instruction for vocabulary, notes, activity sessions, and concluding sets like graphic organizers. I also added two interactive writing engines for student use. All of this is offered at very reasonable rates and can make a huge impact in your classroom. Now you can spend your time with your students as opposed to spending all of your extra time planning! Please feel free to contact me with any questions at kasha@hollerformastro.com.
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