Constitution Day commemorates the signing of the Constitution at the Constitutional Convention on September 17, 1787. This year, Rosh Hashanah, a Jewish high holy day, falls on September 17 and 18.

 

Since federal law allows the observance of Constitution Day to be moved when the 17th falls on a weekend or holiday, you may want to consider moving your celebration of Constitution Day. This would model respect for all faith traditions and would provide an excellent segue to appropriate Constitution Day lessons and resources described below. If you have Jewish students, moving your Constitution Day events would enable them to participate. A calendar of Jewish holidays that you can use when scheduling events and examinations throughout the year is available here.

 

Whether or not moving your celebration of Constitution Day is an option, the fact that it falls on the same day as Rosh Hashana provides an excellent opportunity to talk about constitutional protections of religious freedom and America's heritage of religious tolerance. The George Washington Institute for Religious Freedom has a great lesson that uses a letter our first president sent a Jewish community to teach about the development of the American concept of religious freedom. Given the fact that Constitution Day overlaps with a major Jewish holiday, this lesson content is especially appropriate. The lesson can be accessed from their website here.

 

The California Three Rs Project: Rights, Responsibilities, and Respect has published an excellent article called 2012 Constitution Day and the Jewish High Holidays that teachers in any state may find useful. It provides background information on Constitution Day, the Jewish High Holy Days, and our constitution's protections of religious freedom. It also links to a variety of relevant Constitution Day resources and lessons. The full article is available here.

 

I hope you find this information helpful. As always, feel free to email me with feedback on ICS lessons or with requests for resources connected to Judaism, Israel, or Jewish historical experiences.
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