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Statutory Requirement and Purpose
New Hampshire’s school performance and accountability law (NH RSA 193-H) requires the development of a two-year improvement plan by any school or district officially designated in need of improvement.  The statute requires the Department, at a minimum, to annually review the progress of each identified school or district and report the findings to the State Board of Education.  The following citation from RSA 193-H:4 describes how this requirement shall be carried out:

“...On or before the one-year anniversary of being designated as a school or school district in need of improvement, the commissioner shall designate a progress review team to evaluate the implementation 
of the improvement plans and the progress towards state performance  targets.  The progress review team shall deliver a report to the state board.  This report shall include evidence of satisfactory implementation and progress towards state performance targets or lack thereof, and recommendations regarding future actions pursuant to subparagraph II (b).”  

To fulfill this requirement, the progress report is designed to provide the Department and State Board of Education with:
1) evidence of satisfactory implementation of the strategies and activities as described and approved in the school’s improvement plan for the 2008-09 school year; and
2) evidence of progress for students scoring below proficiency.
The document also serves an additional purpose, in that it contains the instructions and materials for Title I schools to submit their 2009-2010 improvement plan and request for Title I school improvement funds.  
Report Format and Deadline
The document is designed specifically for use by:

· Title I schools in need of improvement in one or more content areas; 
· Title I schools identified for improvement in a new area in 2009-10;
· Title I schools entering or continuing in corrective action status. 
All necessary instructions and forms are provided, with the exception of the OBM Form 1, 
which is available through your SAU office.  Completed reports should be organized as follows:
· Cover Page 
· Memorandum of Understanding 
· Corrective Action Narrative (if applicable)
· 2008-09 Progress Report 

· Proposed Activities for 2009-2010
· Budget Narrative and Related Budget Justification Forms
· OBM Form 1*
· Parent Notification Letter 
* There may be an online format used for the development and processing of ARRA Form 1’s.  Please be sure to stay current on the guidelines provided in the near future.
Requests for 2009-2010 funding must be submitted 30 days prior to the start of project.
Submit completed report to:
Kristine Braman, Title I Office
NH Department of Education

101 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301
kbraman@ed.state.nh.us
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TITLE I SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT FUNDING

Purpose of the Funds:

As part of this School Improvement Plan, Title I schools can apply for additional funds to support the implementation of their improvement plan activities.  Funds are designed to be available to support the improvement plan and not just to expand on or augment the existing Title I program unless such changes have been identified within the improvement plan.  Schools are charged to identify those activities which will have the greatest likelihood of improving the quality of the instruction for those students not meeting the State’s academic standards.  Requests for funds will be evaluated using these parameters.

Timeframe to Apply:   

Funds will be available beginning July 1, 2009 and ending on August 31, 2010.   To access funds, an OBM (Office of Business Management) Form 1 must accompany this improvement plan.   The project start date may be no earlier than the date the school’s plan and signed or online Form 1 have been received by the NHDOE.  All activities for which you are requesting funds must occur within the approved project period.
Amount of Funds Available:

An amount not to exceed $20,000 may be requested by a Title I school for implementation of approved activities during the above-noted project period.

Review Process:

Your improvement plan will be reviewed by a team of reviewers selected by the NH Department of Education.  As part of this review, the team will make recommendations to the Title I Office as to the impact and reasonableness of the use of funds.  The Title I Office will provide feedback on the request for funds and will process the Form 1 after the district has submitted any necessary revisions. 

Use of Funds:

As noted above, the use of the funds must be directly connected to the school’s improvement plan activities.  Acceptable uses of these funds include:

· providing ongoing professional development and its associated costs

· supporting parent involvement 

· purchasing supplies and materials if they are closely associated/needed to support a staff development activity or changes in  instructional programming

· providing expanded learning opportunities for students to reach high standards

The amount and use of funds requested must meet the test of appropriateness and reasonableness.  Title I funds cannot supplant what the district must provide as part of their basic educational program.

2

PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE
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May 2009
TO:

Superintendents of Schools

Title I, Part A Program Managers

FROM:

Stephanie Lafreniere


Title I State Director
RE:
Submitting Parent/Guardian Letter on Public School Choice and 

Supplemental Educational Services to the NH Department of Education

Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 (NCLB), each Title I school identified as “In Need of Improvement” is required to provide Public School Choice within their district’s boundaries.  These schools must send notification to parents/guardians of their rights to transfer their child to a school that has not been identified as a school in need of improvement.  

Non-Regulatory Guidance from the US Department of Education requires each school to provide a copy of the Public School Choice notification letter to the NH Department of Education for review.  The letter must have the actual date that the letter was sent to parents/guardians and contain the required informational elements. 

To provide further guidance, I have also included:  

· a sample parent notification letter; 

· a checklist for you to use to determine that your letter includes all the required elements; and 

· more information on school choice which includes the link to the NCLB Public School Choice Non-Regulatory Guidance. 

Please note that in addition to mailing notices directly to parents/guardians, the LEA is encouraged to provide information about choice options through a broader means, including newspapers, posters and the Internet.

Copies of Public School Choice letters must be included in the school improvement plan and submitted to the NH Department of Education no later than September 1, 2009.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS

Public School Choice

The NCLB law requires LEAs to provide the opportunity to transfer to another public school to students enrolled in schools that administer Title I programs and that have been identified for improvement.  The district must provide an explanation of the choice option to all parents of students enrolled in Title I schools that have been identified for school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.  The information must be provided to parents/guardians before the first day of school.  This notification must be in a comprehensive, easy-to-understand format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.  

At a minimum, this notification must include the following: 

1. How the school compares academically to other schools in the LEA and the State;
2. Why the school has been  identified;
3. What the school is doing to address the achievement problem;

4. What the LEA and SEA are doing to help the school to address the achievement problem;

5. How parents can be involved in addressing the achievement problem; and 

6. Parents’ option to transfer their child to another school, and if applicable, obtain SES. The explanation of parent options must include at a minimum:

· Inform parents that their child is eligible to attend another public school due to the identification of the current school as in need of improvement;

· Identify each public school that the parent can select; and

· Include information on the academic achievement of the schools that the parent may select [34 CFR 200.37(b)(4)].
The district should also include an explanation of why the choices made available to parents may have been limited.  Districts may limit the choices to those schools that have met AYP requirements that are in the same geographic area as the school that did not meet AYP requirements.

A district may provide additional information on the schools to which the student may transfer, such as a description of any special academic programs or facilities, the availability of before- or after-school programs, and the professional qualifications of teachers.  Such additional information should be presented in an unbiased manner that does not seek to dissuade parents from exercising their opportunity to choose a new school.  In addition to mailing notices directly to parents, the LEA must provide information about choice options through broader means, including newspapers, posters, and the Internet.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS (continued)
Sample Parent Public School Choice Letter

Dear Parents/Guardians of __________________ School:

I am writing to inform you that ___________ School has been identified by the New Hampshire Department of Education as a “School in Need of Improvement” in the area of ___________. This notice will also describe the school choice option parents/guardians have for their children and our plans for improved performance for all children.

In January of 2002 President Bush signed a new education law called No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The long-range goal of NCLB is that every child will be proficient in reading and mathematics according to a state’s academic standards. The ______________ School has not made the state target goal in _________ for two consecutive years, which is why we have been identified as a School in Need of Improvement.

Under the No Child Left Behind Act each Title I school identified as a “School in Need of Improvement” is required to provide public school choice.  For the _________ school year, you may choose from the following two schools: _______ and _________.    Transportation will be provided by the district.  As _________ School has also been identified as a “School in Need of Improvement”, school choice in this school is therefore not an option.    

If you would like to transfer your child to one of the two choice option schools, please let me know by submitting the attached form. The deadline for receiving this is _____________. (Note to LEAs: 30 day window is recommended.)  NCLB has a mandated a method for schools to use to determine how to  prioritize which students can exercise school choice if we have more students requesting a transfer than we are capable of handling. 
Comparative data across the district on the ________ test for the _______ grade level(s) is:

	School Name
	Percent of Students

Substantially Below Proficient
	Percent of Students

Partially Proficient
	Percent of Students

Proficient
	Percent of Students

Proficient with Distinction
	AYP Status

In 

__________

	Able 
	
	
	
	
	

	Baker 
	
	
	
	
	

	Charlie
	
	
	
	
	

	Davis 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS 

Sample Parent Public School Choice Letter (continued)
Currently the school is involved in __________ initiative(s).  Our school is working closely with district and NH Department of Education representatives to be able to identify key areas for improvement.  

As a parent you are also a critical partner in school improvement.  All of us working together will ensure the development of a successful improvement plan and improve the quality of the education we provide for all of our students.   If you are interested in helping in the improvement process, please let me know by calling the school, sending me an email or dropping into the office by _________(insert date).   

I look forward to working with you to provide opportunities for success for each of our students. We anticipate that our detailed plan for improvement will be available in the school office by __________.  Please contact the school if you would like us to mail you a copy.

Sincerely, 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS 

Checklist of Requirements for Parental Notification for Choice
Content Review:

All Choice parental notification letters will be reviewed by the Title I Office to determine if 
the following information has been included:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Why the school has been identified;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

How the school compares academically to other schools in the Local Education 
Agency (district) and the State;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

What other choice options exist within the district or if the district so chooses outside of the district.  Be sure to include comparative data for these schools so that parents can make an informed decision;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

What the school is doing to address the achievement issues;


(In Year 1 of school improvement this may include a description of the improvement planning process.) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

How the parents can be involved in addressing the achievement problem; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

What the LEA and the State Department of Education is doing to support the school; 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Time frame for parents to make decision was included and sufficient; and

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation will be provided by the district.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS 

Key Facts about Public School Choice Requirements
Citations:  
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) - Section1116 (b)(6)
                   Public School Choice Non-Regulatory Guidance (2-6-2004)

1. Public school choice is a critical component of NCLB because it offers a student enrolled in a Title I school that is in need of improvement an opportunity to attend another public school, even as his or her original school is undergoing improvement.  
2. Students must be given the option to transfer to other public schools, which may be charter schools, within the local education agency (LEA).  The choices made available to students may not include schools identified for improvement (or corrective action or restructuring) under Title I or identified by the State as persistently dangerous.  
3. If more than one school that meets the requirements is available, the LEA must offer more than one choice to eligible students.  LEAs should strive to provide a full menu of choices to students and parents, and must take into account parents’ preferences among the choices offered [34 C.F.R. Section 200(a)(4)(ii)].

4. An LEA may not use lack of capacity to deny students the option to transfer but may take capacity into consideration in deciding which choices to make available to eligible students [34 C.F.R. 200.44(d)].

5. LEAs receiving funds under Title I are required to make choice available to all students in qualifying schools.  Students who are enrolled in Title I schools are eligible to transfer to another school if their school has been identified as in: (1) school improvement; (2) corrective action; or (3) restructuring.  

6. A quality public school choice plan should embody the following principles:

· Choice is an important opportunity for parents and children.

· Choice is an important component of the overall district educational improvement plan.

· An overriding goal is to provide students with access to quality instruction.

· Communication with parents is timely and thorough.

· Information on choices is provided to parents and students in a format that is easy to understand. 

· Real choice means giving parents more than one option from which to choose.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS 

Key Facts about Public School Choice Requirements (continued)
7. The choice to attend another public school is available to all students enrolled in schools that are in their first year of school improvement status and for subsequent years that the school remains identified for improvement.   Supplemental educational services are available to eligible students who are enrolled in a school in its second year of improvement and for subsequent years.    When both options are available, parents have the choice of which option they would prefer for their child. 

8. An LEA must make choice available for students not later than the first day of the school year following the school year in which the LEA administered the assessments that resulted in the school being identified as in need of school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring [Section 1116(b)(1)(E)].  If possible, an LEA should notify parents about their available choices well before the beginning of the school year in which those choices will be available. 

9. An LEA must offer choice to all students in an eligible Title I school until the school is no longer identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring, i.e., until the school makes AYP for two consecutive years.

10. All students enrolled in Title I schools identified for school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring are eligible to transfer to another public school (which may be a charter school) that is not in school improvement. 

11. The LEA must give all students in a school identified for improvement the opportunity to transfer to another public school.  In implementing this option to transfer, however, there may be circumstances in which the LEA needs to give priority to the lowest-achieving children from low-income families [Section 1116(b)(1)(E)(ii)].   For example, if not all students can attend their first choice of schools, an LEA would give first priority in assigning spaces to the low-achieving low-income students.  Similarly, if an LEA does not have sufficient funding to provide transportation to all students who wish to transfer, it would apply this priority in determining which students can receive transportation.

12. An LEA must provide an explanation of the choice option to all parents of students enrolled in Title I schools that have been identified for school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.  This notification must be in a comprehensive, easy-to-understand format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. At a minimum, this notification must: 

· Inform parents that their child is eligible to attend another public school due to the identification of the current school as in need of improvement;

· Identify each public school, which may include charter schools, that the parent can select;

· Include information on the academic achievement of the schools that the parent may select [34 C.F.R. 200.37(b)(4)].
Page 9
PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE REQUIREMENTS 

Key Facts about Public School Choice Requirements (continued)
13. The LEA should also include an explanation of why the choices made available to parents may have been limited.

14. An LEA may provide additional information on the schools to which the student may transfer, such as a description of any special academic programs or facilities, the availability of before- or after-school programs, and the professional qualifications of teachers.  Such additional information should be presented in an unbiased manner that does not seek to dissuade parents from exercising their opportunity to choose a new school.  

15. In addition to mailing notices directly to parents, the LEA must provide information about choice options through broader means, including newspapers, posters, and the Internet.

16. District officials should urge parents to consult a variety of sources for information about the schools that are available to accept transfer students.  These sources of information might include other parents, the local media, school visits and information available on school performance report cards.  Parents should match the strengths of a particular school with the needs of their child, so that the child will be able to receive appropriate instruction geared toward improving his or her academic achievement.

17. An LEA might set different timelines for parents to make their decisions on choice, depending on the circumstances in the LEA and its schools. For example, the LEA might permit parents to exercise choice at various times during the school year (e.g., in the spring of the prior school year, at the beginning of the school year, and at the beginning of the second semester).  Alternatively, the LEA may establish a “window” during which parents must exercise their choice option.  Whatever the case, the LEA must set a reasonable deadline by which parents must apply and ensure that the parents have sufficient time and information to make an informed decision about selecting a school.  The LEA should work with parents to ensure that they have ample information and time to take advantage of the opportunity to choose a different public school for their child. 

18. Parents must be notified that their child’s school is identified for improvement even if there are no schools to which students can transfer. 

To access the complete guidance on public school choice – click on the following link:

http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/schoolchoiceguid.doc
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