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Title I Jargon Clarifier 
 
 
Allocation Each district’s share of the total grant of Title I money that the State receives.  A listing of 

each district’s fiscal year’s allocation is published and mailed to Superintendents and Project 
Managers. 

 
Application The district’s formal request for funds to provide services for its educationally deprived 

students. 
 
Attendance Area The area within a school district from which a public school draws its student body. 
 
Authorization That amount of money which a FORM 2 (program approval) grants an LEA to operate a 

project. 
 
Carry-over Money allocated to a district in a prior fiscal year which is still available for expenditure in the 

current fiscal year. 
 
Title I That portion of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 which authorizes 

federal funds for services over and above those normally provided by the school districts for 
educationally deprived students in schools with concentrations of these children. 

 
Comparability The legal requirement that districts provide the same level of expenditures and staff 

commitment to each Title I school as they do in the non-Title I schools.  (Applies only to 
districts with multiple attendance areas.) 

 
Cooperative Project A project for which a district or SAU serves as fiscal agent for other than the district receiving 

the funds. 
 
Criteria for Selection Those sources of information and specific cut-off points which are used to determine who is 

eligible to participate in a Title I project. 
 
Economically Definition used for Title I allocation purposes, determined from the latest available census  
Disadvantaged data, foster children and children in local institutions for neglected or delinquent children. 
 
Educationally Children who are performing at a level below that appropriate for their age or grade level. 
Deprived 
 
ESEA The Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  The landmark educational legislation of the 

60’s providing money for local school districts in areas other than special and vocational 
education.  Reauthorized most recently in 2001 with the “No Child Left Behind Act of 2001”. 

 
Evaluation A process for determining any variety of factors such as: how best to help a child learn; the  
 progress of a child in a project; the impact of the program on the school; the collective 

opinions of parents, teachers, and administrators in regards to program successes; and the 
relative success of a project as a whole for the purpose of program improvement. 

 
Evaluation Report Formal document submitted annually to the NH Department of Education Title I office 

providing a common basis for review of Title I project successes and reporting to US 
Department of Education. 

 
Expenditures The flow of payment by a fiscal agent for services or goods received. 
 
Federal Funds Financial Management Manual describes the procedures which are used for keeping  
Accounting System appropriate records about the expenditures of federal funds at the LEA. 
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Fiscal Agent That SAU or local school district which will be responsible for the management of the Title I 
project and the accounting for funds. 

 
Fiscal Year The operational year for a Title I project, indicated by the year in which the project will end.  

The normal Title I fiscal year ends on June 30. 
 
Form 1 Proposed project budget included in application, also used to request budget changes. 
 
Form 2 Project approval and fund authorization.  No project may operate, nor may funds be 

committed, without one. 
 
Form 3 Project completion obligation report (needed to free up carry-over money).  Also used for 

expenditure report (final report). 
 
Form 4 Quarterly report of obligations, expenditures and request for funds.  If one is not filed with 

OBM, you will not get any money. 
 
General Aid The use of Title I funds to serve all students, or the school as a whole.  General aid is illegal 

except in schoolwide projects. 
 
In-Service Training A program to upgrade the skills of personnel involved in a project. 
 
Institutions for  Public or private residential facilities that are operated primarily to care for children who have 
Neglected &  been determined to be delinquent or in need of supervision; and for children who have been  
Delinquent committed to an institution, or voluntarily placed in an institution under applicable State law, 

because of the abandonment by, neglect by, or death of parents. 
 
LEA Local Educational Agency, either a school district or an SAU. 
 
LEP Limited English Proficient. 
 
Maintenance of Effort The legal requirement that a district’s locally funded budget for instructional expenses or its 

per-pupil cost for any year be at least 90% of the preceding year. 
 
Migrant Education  Part C of the Title I legislation provides for special programs for the children of agricultural 
Program migrants and fishermen who cross district or state lines in pursuit of work. 
 
Obligation The commitment of project funds to specific programs or for a specific purpose through a 

contract or other document such as purchase orders. 
 
OBM The Office of Business Management is responsible for funding LEAs for Title I projects. 
 
Parent Involvement In coordination with parents of participating children, an LEA must develop programs and 

activities to achieve the following goals: keeping parents informed about the services their 
children receive, supporting and training parents to understand program requirements and to 
work with their children at home, training school personnel to work with parents, and ensuring 
the full participation of parents who are non-English speaking or who lack literacy skills. 

 
Project An activity or closely connected group of activities developed to meet a particular educational 

objective. 
 
Program The combination of Title I projects in a district. 
 
Program Needs Consideration of information, gathered during the operation of a program or during its annual 
Assessment evaluation, to improve the program design. 
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Project Manager The person responsible for the management and supervision of a Title I project. 
 
Project Number The number at the top of the FORM 2 which will be used for reference purposes for this 

project. 
 
Proposal An application for Title I funds. 
 
SEA State Education Agency, used to refer to the New Hampshire Title I office. 
 
SAU School Administrative Unit. 
 
Schoolwide Projects Projects established in schools with 40% or more low-income students intended to improve 

instruction for all students.  With improvement for overall instruction, the educationally 
deprived students should have maximum opportunity for learning. 

 
Supplanting Using Federal funds to pay for an activity that was formerly provided through state or local 

funds.  This is illegal. 
 
Supplementing Using Title I funds to provide services for educationally deprived children which are over and 

above those provided for all the other children in the district.  This is a basic intent of Title I. 
 
Target Areas Those attendance areas of a school district which have concentrations of low-income children 

in excess of district-wide averages.  (Low-income is most often determined by using free and 
reduced lunch data for designating target areas.) 

 
USDE United States Department of Education. 
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