
Minutes - April 8, 2009 
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F. Charter School Renewal of Charters - Roberta Tenney reported on these two items. 

b. North Country Charter Academy - The Department requests that the Board authorize the renewal 
of the charter for North Country Charter Academy. The renewal term is for seven years. Roberta 
Tenney introduced Dr. Richard Ayers, Chairman of the Visiting Team; Lisa Lavoie, Principal of the 
North Country Charter Academy; Greg O'Dell, and Dr. Lou Lafasciano, Superintendent of Schools for 
SAU #36. Dr. Richard W Ayers, Chairman of the Visiting Team, spoke to the issue. A pre-visit was 
made by the visiting team leader on January 9, 2009 for the purpose of reviewing an expansive set of 
materials prepared by Lisa Lavoie, Principal of NCCA, and to develop the format and schedule for the 
site review. The site visitation team conducted formal interviews with faculty and staff at the NCCA 
Littleton and Lancaster sites and conducted student group discussions for the purpose of obtaining the 
observations and insights of students. The insight of the originators of NCCA is clearly articulated in 
the tenets of the Mission Statement and the observation of the Visiting Team is that the intent of the 
statement has been met in the current school configuration. The sustaining guidance of the Board of 
Trustees and close association with North Country Educational Services has proven to be an important 
aspect of the school's success and sustainability. The dedicated leadership to NCCA over the past four 
years reinforces this observation. Chairman Lyons commended Dr. Ayers for an outstanding report. 

Motion: Fredrick Bramante made the motion, seconded by William Walker, that the State Board of 
Education accept the reauthorization of the charter for North Country Charter Academy for a seven-
year term. 

Vote: The motion was adopted by unanimous vote of the Board present, with the Chairman 
voting. 
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