
New Hampshire State Systemic Improvement Plan Theory of Action 

“We know from a wide body of research that children’s earliest experiences will have consequences for the rest of their lives.  That’s 
why we need to ensure that our system of early childhood services and supports works to promote healthy development early in life.” 

Governor Hassan, NH Comprehensive Plan for Early Childhood 2013-2016 

IMPROVED 
SOCIAL 
EMOTIONAL  
OUTCOMES 
FOR PRESCHOOL 

CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES 

 

 

 

 

CHILD LEVEL 
ACTIVITIES 

Engagement 
with adults, 
peers  and 
materials 

 

Playing, 
learning and 

growing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE LEVEL 
ACTIVITIES 

Enhance Data 
Systems 

NHSEIS  

i4see 

POMS 

 

Connect NH 
BOLD Initiatives, 

Safe 
Schools/Healthy 

Students  and  
SEE Change 

through the SSIP  
to leverage 

broader Early 
Childhood 

State 
Infrastructure 

Spark NH Vision: 

“All  NH Children 
and their 

families are 
healthy, learning 
and thriving now 

and in the 
future.” 

 

Evaluation of 
SSIP   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF 
New Hampshire 
Department of 

Education 
leverages 
statewide 

initiatives, data 
systems, 

infrastructure 
and interagency 
drivers to scale-

up the 
implementation 

of evidence-
based practices 
for increasing 

child 
engagement, 
including the 

DEC 
Recommended 

Practices; 

THEN 
Preschool 

children with 
disabilities will 
benefit from  

the 
implementation 

of evidenced-
based practices 

with fidelity  that 
promote social-

emotional 
development 

THEN 
Districts will 

develop a 
deep 

understanding 
of their local 

infrastructure 
and data;  

participate in 
high quality 
PD; receive 
high quality 

TA and create, 
implement 

and evaluate  
plans to 

improve social 
emotional 

outcomes for 
preschool 

children with 
disabilities in 
their district 

THEN 
Staff working 

with preschool 
children with 

disabilities will 
implement 
evidence-

based 
practices with 

fidelity, 
engage 

families, 
gather data 
and adjust 

instruction, in 
order to 
improve 
social- 

emotional 
outcomes for 

preschool 
children with 
disabilities in 

their 
classrooms 

Research Rationale: “Young children’s healthy social and emotional development is critical to school readiness and positive long term outcomes.” 
(National Research Council & Institute of Medicine, 2000; Raver & Knitzer, 2002; Thompson & Raikes, 2007). 

Family and Stakeholder Engagement 

THEN 

Preschool 
children with 
disabilities will 
increase their 
rate of growth 
in the area of 
improved 
positive social-
emotional skills 
(including 
social 
relationships). 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 
LEVEL 

ACTIVITIES 

Data and 
Infrastructure 

Analysis 

 

Participation 
in PD/TA 

 

Support of 
Liaison/ 

Coach 

 

Evaluation 

of Coherent 
Improvement 

Plans 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSROOM 
LEVEL 

ACTIVITIES 

Implementation 
of evidence- 

based practices 

 

Family 
Engagement 

 

Evaluation of 
fidelity of 

implementation 
of  

evidence-based 
practices 

“Developing social-emotional skills is important in preschool so that my son makes friends and is not afraid of people. It is important for 
his future development of self. “ NH Dad who has a son with a disability  


