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DATE:     November 20, 2007 
 
TO:   Superintendents of Schools 
   Special Education Directors 
 
FROM:   Lyonel B. Tracy   
              Commissioner of Education 
 

  Santina Thibedeau 
   State Director of Special Education 

  Administrator, Bureau of Special Education 
 
RE:   New Hampshire Vision/Hearing Network   
 
 
The New Hampshire Department of Education and the New Hampshire Vision/Hearing Network is in the 
process of redesigning the program model.  The goal of the program model design is to have a central 
resource hub for districts and students in locating and providing key services needed by students with low 
incidence disabilities of low vision, blindness, hearing impairment, deafness, or deaf/blindness. 
 
The service delivery model of the New Hampshire Vision/Hearing Network will remain essentially 
unchanged for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year.  Also, for the remainder of the 2007-2008 
school year, districts will still be able to access up to four educational consultation visits at no cost, 
unlimited phone and e-mail support from an educational consultant, support to teams in locating large 
print and Braille materials, and short term loans of available assistive technology.  Training events will 
still be available at low or no cost.  However, the project will no longer pay for assistive technology 
evaluations, beginning January 1, 2008.  School districts will be responsible for the cost of assistive 
technology evaluations.   The New Hampshire Vision/Hearing Network will be a resource to provide 
information regarding evaluations for assistive technology evaluations. 
 
The Bureau of Special Education, in partnership with New Hampshire Vision/Hearing Network, will be 
developing the new program model.  The Bureau of Special Education will provide more detailed 
information in the upcoming months with an anticipation date of July 1, 2008 for the implementation of 
the new program model.  
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