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Date February 23, 2009

To Superintendents of Schools
Special Education Directors

From Office of the Commissioner of Education

Division of Instruction
Bureau of Special Education

Re: Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) Autism Registry - RSA 171-A:30

The NHDOE is offering guidance regarding school personnel entering student information into
the Autism Registry. The Autism Registry was established by DHHS as a result of a bill that
was passed into law in 2008. The purpose of the registry is to collect data of newly diagnosed
individuals on the autism spectrum.

RSA 171-A30 states:

I. There shall be established a State registry in the Department which shall include a record of
all reported cases of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) that occur in New Hampshire and
other information relevant and appropriate to conduct thorough and complete epidemiologic
surveys of ASD, to enable analysis of this problem, and to facilitate planning for services to
children with ASD and their families. The Department may enter into an agreement with an
appropriate entity for the management of the registry; provided that any records and data
submitted to the Department pursuant to this subdivision shall be the property of the
Department.

II. Physicians, psychologists, and any other licensed or certified health care provider who is
qualified by training to make the diagnosis and who then makes the diagnosis that a child
is affected with ASD shall report all new cases of this diagnosis to the Department in a form
and manner prescribed by the Commissioner. The report shall be in writing and shall
include the name and address of the person submitting the report and the child's date of
birth, gender, and zip code at birth residence, and the specific diagnosis of the child diagnosed
as having ASD. The Department shall assign a unique identification code to identify the child
diagnosed as having ASD. The code shall not include the name or address of the child.

ITII. All information required to be reported under this subdivision shall be confidential. A
physician, psychologist, or health care provider providing information to the department in
accordance with this section shall not be deemed to be, or held liable for, divulging
confidential information.
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IV. Nothing in this section shall be construed to compel a child who has been reported as
affected with ASD to submit to medical or health examination or supervision by the
Department.

The purpose of the Autism Registry is for the medical community to enter the children’s
information in order to account for the number of newly diagnosed children with autism in our
State. The diagnosis of autism is a separate process from the determination of eligibility for
special education.

The NHDOE understands that IEP teams may identify students with autism for the purposes
of special education eligibility. When an IEP team is evaluating whether or not a child may be
identified with autism, there are four components to evaluation: Academic Performance,
Adaptive Behavior, Communicative Skills and Health. The qualified examiner of each of these
components may be licensed or a certified health care provider and therefore, is mandated to
report a new diagnosis of ASD to the registry.

An examiner certified through the NHDOE, Bureau of Credentialing, is not considered licensed
or a certified health care provider and therefore is not required to report.

If you have any questions, please contact Santina Thibedeau: sthibedeau@ed.state.nh.us or
603-271-6693.
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