
Verification Scenarios

1. A student appears in front of you on their first day at your school.  They say that they were receiving free
meals at their old school.  Do you automatically certify them as being eligible to receive Free Meal benefits

2. A student submits a free and reduced price family meals application on September 5 and is determined to be eligible for Reduced Meal benefits.  They then appear on the October 1 Direct Certification list.  Do they receive Reduced or Free benefits?    Is their application part of the Verification Pool?  

3. A student submits a free and reduced price family meals application on August 29 and is determined to be ineligible for either Free or Reduced Price meal benefits.  Is their application part of the Verification Pool?   This same student is part of a household that appears on the Direct Certification list the following month.   Is the student listed on the family meals application eligible for Free Meal benefits?  How do you document this student’s eligibility?   Is the family meals application now part of the Verification Pool?  

4. You know that a student is homeless.  Are they categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Are they part of the Verification Pool?  

5. A student is determined to be homeless by the Homeless Liaison, who has submitted a Homeless Letter to the SAU and Food Service.  Is the student categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Is the student part of the Verification Pool?  

6. A household has submitted a free and reduced price family meals application that indicates that they receive SNAP/TANF benefits (food stamps) by documenting a food stamp number.  Are they part of the Verification pool?   What happens if the students in this household never appear on the Direct Certification list?  Are they still eligible to receive free meals?  
  
7. A student has moved in with Grandma because his parents can no longer care for him.  Is he considered to be in a foster situation?  Is he categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Is he considered to be Directly Certified?  Is he part of the Verification Pool?  

8. A student has moved in with Auntie who has been officially named by the court system as the foster parent.  Is the student considered to be in a foster situation?  Is he categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Is he considered to be Directly Certified?  Is he part of the Verification Pool?  


Verification Scenarios - KEY
1. A student appears in front of you on their first day at your school.  They say that they were receiving free meals at their old school.  Do you automatically certify them as being eligible to receive Free Meal benefits?  No.  You can contact the other school/district to inquire the previous status of the child or you can send the child home with a free and reduced price family meals application for the adult household member to complete and send back.

2. A student submits a free and reduced price family meals application on September 5 and is determined to be eligible for Reduced Meal benefits.  They then appear on the October 1 Direct Certification list.  Do they receive Reduced or Free benefits?  Free.  

Is their application part of the Verification Pool?  No.  The DC list trumps all.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]A student submits a free and reduced price family meals application on August 29 and is determined to be ineligible for either Free or Reduced Price meal benefits.  Is their application part of the Verification Pool?  No. 

This same student is part of a household that appears on the Direct Certification list the following month.  Is the student listed on the family meals application eligible for Free Meal Benefits? Yes.  

How do you document this student’s eligibility?  Indicate the child’s name that appears on the DC list in parenthesis on the family meals application, initial and date the application.   

Is this family meals application now part of the Verification Pool?  No.

4. You know that a student is homeless.  Are they categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  No. 

Are they part of the Verification Pool?  Yes.  You need written confirmation from the homeless liaison that the student is homeless.

5. A student is determined to be homeless by the Homeless Liaison, who has submitted a Homeless Letter to the SAU and Food Service.  Is the student categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Yes.  

Is the student part of the Verification Pool?  No.

6. A household has submitted a free and reduced price family meals application that indicates that they receive SNAP/TANF benefits (food stamps) by documenting a food stamp number.  Are they part of the Verification pool?   Yes. 

What happens if the students in this household never appear on the Direct Certification list?  Are they still eligible to receive free meals?  Yes they are based on the food stamp number.
  
7. A student has moved in with Grandma because his parents can no longer care for him.  Is he considered to be in a foster situation?  No.  

Is he categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  No.  

Is he considered to be Directly Certified?  No.  

Is he part of the Verification Pool?  Yes.

8. A student has moved in with Auntie who has been officially named by the court system as the foster parent.  Is the student considered to be in a foster situation?  Yes. 

Is he categorically eligible for a Free Meal benefit?  Yes.  

Is he considered to be Directly Certified?  Yes.  The student is categorically foster eligible. 
Is he part of the Verification Pool?  No.
