





June 6, 2007
TO

State Board of Education

SUBJECT:      Department of Education Policy on Waivers to Receive School Building Aid for the Installation of Synthetic or Artificial Turf on School Athletic Fields

FROM:
Lyonel B. Tracy



Commissioner of Education

1.  General.   Part Ed 321.29 of the New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules lists synthetic turf as ineligible for School Building Aid although the Commissioner of Education may approve waivers when it is determined that synthetic turf is in the best interest of education or is the most effective use of local and state resources.   More and more schools are considering synthetic turf for their athletic fields.  This policy is hereby adopted to establish the conditions under which a waiver may be approved to allow School Building Aid reimbursement for the cost of synthetic turf.  This policy shall remain in effect until revoked by the Commissioner of Education or until it is superseded by changes to applicable statutes or administrative rules.

2. Advantages and Disadvantages of Synthetic Turf.  Many arguments are made in favor of the use of synthetic turf, some of which frequently include inaccurate information.   The Department of Education has considered the following information in developing this policy:

a. The expected life of a synthetic turf field that has been maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions is about 12 to 15 years.  Synthetic turf fails primarily due to exposure to ultra-violet sun rays.  The standard warranty period for synthetic turf is 8 years.

b. In 2007, a synthetic turf field costs about $450,000 more than a grass surfaced field.
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c. Maintenance of a synthetic turf field requires the purchase of a grooming machine which, in 2007, costs about $30,000 for a self-propelled machine or $10,000 for a towed groomer.

d. Although much less maintenance is required for a synthetic turf field compared to a grass field, synthetic turf fields are not maintenance free.  A properly maintained grass field costs approximately $25,000 to $35,000 per year.  A synthetic turf field costs approximately $2500 to $5000 per year to maintain.

e. In a life-cycle cost analysis of a single synthetic turf field compared to a single grass field, the long-term maintenance savings do not justify the higher initial cost of synthetic turf.  When one synthetic turf field is compared to three grass fields, however, the synthetic turf field does prove to be a good long-term economical choice.

f. The primary advantages of synthetic turf is that it can be used immediately after installation, that it suffers less damage from use in bad weather, that it can be used later in the Fall and earlier in the Spring, and that it can withstand more frequent use by more teams than grass. 

3. Waiver Requirements.  The following information must be included in all requests for waivers to allow payment of School Building Aid toward the difference in cost between grass and synthetic turf:

a. A separate request must be submitted for each synthetic turf field for which the school district wishes to receive School Building Aid.

b. The request must include a list of all school-sponsored teams and clubs that will use the synthetic turf field.

c. The request must include the current or anticipated competition schedule of the teams that will use the synthetic turf field.

d. The request must identify the type and location of all athletic fields owned or planned by the school district, including practice fields.

e. There must be substantial school use of the synthetic turf field in both the Fall and Spring seasons.

f. The school must have at least four teams in at least one season that will use the synthetic turf field for competition. 

g. If the waiver is approved, School Building Aid will be provided toward the construction of one synthetic turf field in lieu of three standard grass fields.

h. The synthetic turf field must be constructed on property owned by the school district.  In cities with school departments the fields must be under the control of the school department.  Waivers shall not be approved for the installation of synthetic turf on town-owned property, other city-owned property, or privately-owned property.
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i. The request must include a statement of assurance, signed by the chair of the school board, certifying that the choice of synthetic turf was a decision of the school board, that the school district will maintain the field according to the manufacturer’s instructions, that the district shall be responsible to ensure that the field remains safe, and that the district shall be responsible to replace the synthetic turf at the end of its useful life with no further assistance from the School Building Aid program.

j. Use of synthetic turf fields for practice shall not be considered part of the justification of the waiver request.

k. Use of synthetic turf fields by non-school organizations shall not be considered in evaluation of the waiver request unless those organizations contribute financially to the initial cost and maintenance of the field.

l. An approved waiver shall become null and void if any of the conditions upon which approval was based are changed or are not met.  For example, if the school district eliminates teams that were used to justify the request for waiver, or if the district subsequently constructs additional fields, future School Building Aid payments will not be made.

4. Additional State Policies Regarding Synthetic Turf.

a. School Building Aid is not paid to resurface any outdoor athletic facilities after the original construction of those facilities.  This includes resurfacing of grass fields with synthetic turf.

b. School Building Aid shall not be paid for future resurfacing of synthetic turf fields.

c. School Building Aid is not paid toward the purchase of maintenance equipment, including the synthetic turf grooming machine.

d. If a district chooses to install synthetic turf without a waiver, School Building Aid may be paid up to the amount that would be paid for a grass field.

e. School districts may construct or resurface athletic fields with synthetic turf at their own expense without regard to the restrictions in this policy.

5. Recommendations.
a. Monofilament turf will last longer then split filament turf.

b. There are many distributors and installers of synthetic turf, but only a few manufacturers.  School districts should require certification that the vendors and contractors have not violated any patents.
c. A fully insured, prepaid, third party warranty naming the school district as owner should be required from the vendor.
Questions should be referred to the Bureau of School Approval and Facility Management at 271-2037.

