Meeting Minutes
NH Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC)
NH Department of Education

May 1, 2009 
Present: Bill Bennett, Cathy Chesley, Deb Connell, Robert Doty, Judy Fillion, Atty Tracy Lachance ( for Anne McLane Kuster), Kevin Moody, Mary Moran, David Parker, Claire Pstragowski, Patricia Tilley, Trudy Wright, Ed Murdough, Leslie Higgins, Marie Morgan
Ed Murdough began the meeting at 10:10am.  Both the January and March 2009 meeting minutes were approved.  Kevin Moody asked that the March minutes be corrected to show that Brian Bell, not Ryan Bell, was being considered as a NPSAC member.

Ed provided a brief Department update.  House Bill 317 concerning Administrative Rule ED 400 was passed on April 28th by the Senate.  It allows the Department to “conditionally approve” private schools.  

Judy Fillion reported that the Educator Information System (EIS) would be going online in mid May.  Most educators will now be able to renew their certification online using credit cards.  Private school educators will continue to use paper renewals for this school year.

Deb Connell talked about Title and IDEA “Stimulus” funds. The Department’s website has information on these grants.  The public schools must consult with the private schools in their districts regarding how the Title funds will be used.  At least 5 school districts will not be eligible for these funds because qualification is based on a district’s level of poverty.  At least 10% of the students must be from families meeting the poverty guidelines.
Mary Moran added that Title I is offering the most funding.  Deb added that there are also funds for “technology equipment”.
Cathy Chesley asked about refugee issues.  Susan Stepick (Title III) is coming back to the Department and can answer questions regarding funds for refugee programs.

Dave Parker asked what he should do because he has students from various districts.  Deb Connell said they are working with the US Department of Education regarding the formula used to calculate the funds private schools should receive.
Our website (www.ed.state.nh.us) has information on available Title grants and who the contacts are.

A Council for American Private Education (CAPE) website handout dated April 1, 2009 and titled “USDE Issues ARRA Guidance” was distributed to the group.

Judy Fillion reported that her staff is submitting a grant request for funds to improve teacher education quality.  Another longitudinal grant will help the Department extend access to student data into the postsecondary grades.
Patricia Tilley reported that DHHS Development Services did receive funding and is working with the NH DoE Bureau of Special Education on the use of these funds.

Ed Murdough mentioned that Katherine Rannie, RN, a Department of Education Consultant, is working with DHHS to keep schools and parents updated regarding the swine flu.

Virginia M. Barry, PhD, will become the new Department of Education Commissioner on June 1st.  Ed mentioned that she may attend a NPSAC meeting in the fall.  Dr Barry previously worked at Plymouth State University in various positions including interim president.

The NPSAC has two vacancies.  Also, two Council member terms expire 6/2009 -- Bill Bennett (NEASC) and Jim Clements (Tilton School).  The members voted unanimously to recommend to the State Board of Education that both Brian Bell (Portsmouth Christian Academy, Dover) and Claire Doody (Country Village Montessori School, Amherst) be accepted to fill the two NPSAC vacancies.  The members also voted to recommend to the State Board that Bill Bennett be returned to the Council for another three year term. 
Ed Murdough will contact Jim Clements concerning his interest in remaining on the Council.

Ed Murdough distributed suggested changes to Ed 404, Approval of Nonpublic Schools for Program Purposes(AP) and Ed 405, Approval of a Recognized Agency for Program Approval.  The group provided several ideas regarding these “recognized agencies”.  
There was some discussion regarding which Fridays were best to meet.  It was decided that the next meeting would be September 11, 2009 at 10am.  The Council will continue to have meetings every other month. Tentative dates are: Nov. 13, 2009; Jan. 8, March 12, and May 14, 2010.
The meeting concluded at noon.

Submitted by Marie Morgan.
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