Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting 

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

December 10, 2010 
Present: Lyn Kutzelman, Claire Doody, Steve Poirot, Deborah Connell, Tracy LaChance, Cathy Chesley, Brian Bell, Kevin Moody, Marie Morgan, Mary Moran, Doug Cummings, Kent Bicknell, David Parker, Trudy Wright, Judith Fillion, Leslie Higgins. 
The meeting began at 10:05 am.  Judy Fillion welcomed the attendees and introduced the Council’s newest member, Doug Cummings.  Doug is in his 7th year as director of the Independent Schools Association of Northern New England (ISANNE) which has 60 member schools throughout New England.  
Cathy Chesley made a motion to approve the October 2010 meeting minutes. Seconded by Steve Poirot and unanimously accepted.

Judy Fillion reported on Department staff changes.  Denise Littlefield, Bureau of Credentialing, has left the Department. The new Administrator is Karen Soule who retired recently as superintendent of schools in Somersworth, NH.   

Kathleen Murphy, Administrator, Division of Instruction for the past three years, has accepted the part-time superintendent’s position in Hampton effective July 1, 2011.

Deborah Wiswell, Administrator, Bureau of Accountability, will be retiring in June 2011.

Judy noted that due to a state wide freeze on hiring, waivers will be requested to fill these positions.

There was a discussion about the revised criminal records check law.  Public schools cannot hire new people until the records check results are received; however, there is a backlog of 3-4 months to process fingerprint cards.  Only 8 sites can do a live scan of fingerprints which can return results in 7 – 10 days.  The state police had expected to receive a grant to purchase more live scan equipment, but did not get the grant.
Nonpublic schools which do not accept public funds are not required to obtain criminal records checks on their employees, but state police have found convicted criminals working in various positions within school districts.  

Steve Poirot noted that his school requires criminal record checks for any dorm staff.
David Parker noted that Supplemental Education Services (SES) personnel who work in various districts require multiple checks.  Judy noted this is also an issue for substitute teachers working in multiple districts.

There has been some disagreement between the Departments of Education and Safety about “conditional” vs “final” job offers.  The Attorney General’s Office has been asked for an interpretation. 
Tracy LaChance distributed copies of RSA 126-U, Limiting the Use of Child Restraint Practices in Schools and Treatment Facilities.   It became effective September 2010 and requires private and public schools to have a policy. 
The Department’s website has a document regarding physical restraint polices.  Go to: 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/special_ed/documents/guidance_physicalrestraints.pdf
There was some discussion about the “bullying law”. Tracy noted that the law does not apply to private schools; however, a private school could be sued if it lacked a policy.  She recommends schools include policies and procedures for dealing with bullying occurring off campus.  If instances of cyber-bullying come to the attention of private school administrators, they should take some action.
Steve noted that police sometimes believe the law applies to private schools. He noted that Attorney Steve Wessler, Executive Director, at the Center for Preventing Hate in Portland, Me has presented some excellent workshops for ISANNE on bullying.
RSA 200 was amended last year and requires public schools to annually check the indoor air quality of any facilities used by students.  It becomes effective January 2011.

There was some discussion regarding the fine EPA charged against the Monadnock Waldorf School in Keene because it did not develop appropriate asbestos management plans.  The EPA website has asbestos guidelines for schools.  

Kent Bicknell noted that Marjorie Yin from the NH Division of Environmental Services has visited Sant Bani to review their asbestos plans and was extremely helpful. She mentioned that there is a new lead paint law regarding the painting of buildings built prior to 1978 which school administrators need to be aware.
Trudy Wright added that schools should verify that professionals are doing these jobs.  It cost one school $140,000 to do redo a job because it was improperly done the first time.
David Parker also recommended having the soil tested before planting gardens on school property.

Lyn Kutzleman noted that Heather Wheeler, Director of Admissions at Hampstead Academy, has volunteered to be the NPSAC Representative to the Department’s Home Education Advisory Council.
Kent made the motion that the Council recommend Ms Wheeler be appointed as the NPSAC Representative (proxy) to the Department’s Home Education Advisory Council (HEAC) and that Lyn report back to the Council regarding the HEAC.  Cathy Chesley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. The recommendation will be forwarded to the Commissioner.

There was some discussion regarding a spring NPSAC conference.  Cathy noted it would be a good opportunity to network.  Steve noted that “bullying” is a timely topic and Steve Wessler is an excellent presenter on this topic.  Kent suggested law enforcement be invited.  Deb Connell reported that a “bullying” conference is scheduled for March.   Tracy suggested Marjorie Yin be invited.  Another suggestion was to survey the nonpublic schools for topics.  Cathy asked if a brighter location could be found such as the Audubon Center in Concord or the Professional Development Center in Manchester.  Lyn noted that it is more valuable to do networking and include topics related to operating a private school.  Kent noted that many of these topics are offered by ISANNE.  David noted that many administrators have enough information on “bullying” and that an opportunity to network might be helpful.  He could do a session on autism as it impacts 1 in 100 children. 
Deb Connell could use some help getting the word out regarding the March conference.  Doug Cummings suggested ISANNE could be a conduit for this information.

Kent noted that another timely topic is the increase in Chinese students enrolling in US private schools. Doug noted that schools need to be aware of the immigration piece involved in this.  David and Steve noted that schools must ask how they will meet the needs of international students.  Mary Moran noted that this past year all of the Diocese elementary schools received calls about taking these students.
Kent suggested that distance learning in public and private schools could also be a topic.

It was suggested that a conference not be held later than May 14th.  A survey should be sent out for comments. Doug volunteered to serve on a Conference planning subcommittee. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:50.

Submitted by:
Marie Morgan

Future NPSAC Meetings: Feb. 11, 2011; April 8, 2011 at the Department of Education
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