Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting 

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

March 5, 2010
Present: Claire Doody, Brian Bell, Kent Bicknell, Deborah Connell, Tracy LaChance, Cathy Chesley, Mary Moran, Steve Poirot, Patricia Tilley, Perry Hannigan, Judith Fillion, Ed Murdough, Leslie Higgins, Marie Morgan.  Special Guests: Jerry Frew, Robin Steiner
The meeting began at 10:15 am.  Ed Murdough welcomed the attendees and introduced the Council’s special guests.  Jerry Frew is the Superintendent of Schools for the Kearsarge Regional School District which includes Warner, Bradford, Sutton, Newbury, New London, Wilmot and Springfield.  Robin Steiner is an Assistant Superintendent in the same district. 
The two superintendents briefed the Council on the Kearsarge Extended Learning Network (KELN), also referred to as the “Learning On Line/Blizzard Bag Initiative”.  The District received permission from former Commissioner Tracy to pilot this program for the 2009-10 school year.  The program allows students to complete up to 3 “emergency” days through online or Blizzard Bag lesson plans.  These KELN days will count as “traditional” school days.  Trish Tilley shared her experience as a parent of a Kearsarge district student.  Kent applauded the district’s efforts and suggested they provide even more flexibility.  More details regarding their presentation are at Attachment 1.
The 2 superintendents and Deb Connell left the meeting at 10:55.  

The NPSAC meeting minutes for January 2010 were unanimously approved.  Brian Bell made the motion.  Kent Bicknell seconded it.  No changes were requested.  Ed reminded the attendees that the Council still has an opening.
Ed distributed a copies of the Amendment to House Bill 1286 dated January 29, 2010.  The amended HB 1286 would require nonpublic schools and public academies to obtain a criminal history records check on employees and volunteers. Ed Murdough explained that the House Ways and means Committee planned to have a hearing on the bill on March 8th and then it would be sent back to the Senate for a hearing.  Council members discussed the issue further and Ed suggested they contact their representatives with any concerns.
HB 1523 or the “Bullying Bill” is one of two bullying bills being considered in the legislature.  It would completely revamp RSA 193-F regarding pupil safety and violence prevention in schools. Tracy LaChance noted that her group is watching the progress of the bill through the legislature.  A key clause relates to whether a nonpublic school could be responsible for damages for “reporting” an incident.  Kent requested that she continue to watch that bill on behalf of the Council.  Ed reported that the State Board meets next Wednesday and the Council could move that the State Board of Education support an amendment to HB 1523 which would allow public and nonpublic schools that report “bullying” to law enforcement be immune from damages.  Steve Poirot made the motion that Ed Murdough write a letter to the State Board of Education regarding the Council’s concerns on RSA 193: D and RSA 193: F.  Cathy Chesley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
House Bill 1469 relative to the required number of instructional days and hours in a school district’s calendar is not supported by the Department.  The Bill would allow school districts to reduce the number of days they are open without the Commissioner’s review and approval.
Ed Murdough reminded the Council that the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)
is seeking to renew as a Recognized Agency for Program Approval as provided for by Ed 405.
ACSI has been recognized by the National Council for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA), the US Immigration & Customs Enforcement’s Student and Exchange Visitor program, and The College Board.
ACSI indicated in their application that 13 NH private schools are presently accredited members of ASCI.  They have been approved as a NH Recognized Agency for Program Approval since 1992.  Brian Bell noted that the Portsmouth Christian Academy’s K-8 program is accredited by the ACSI while its 9-12 program is accredited NEASC.  

Kent made a motion to accept ACSI as a “Recognized Agency for Program Approval”.  Cathy Chesley and Steve Poirot seconded the motion.  Brian Bell abstained from the vote.  The motion passed.  All were in favor.

The Council next discussed the May 14th Conference.  Ed confirmed Pamela Allen’s attendance.
Members offered several suggestions on possible conference sessions.  Due to limited time and resources it was decided to keep this meeting simple and perhaps hold another conference in the future.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45.
Submitted by Marie Morgan
Attachment 1 
Kearsarge Regional School District’s Learning On Line/Blizzard Bag Initiative

The Kearsarge Regional School District (KRSD) includes 7 towns and 2,000 students in grades 

K – 12.  There are many Class V roads in these towns.  There is a high ratio of students with computers at home and each teacher has a laptop.  Last year 9 days were cancelled due to weather or other emergency situations.  Rather than make up all these days in June the District sought a way to allow teachers and staff to complete school work at home during future “cancelled” days.

Work on the Learning Online/Blizzard Bag Initiative began with a 3 day summer institute with representatives from each school.  This was followed by 8 two hour professional development sessions after school to develop the blizzard bag content.  Local companies sponsored the purchase of the blizzard bags. 

The high school focused on the theme “Our Town” with enough homework for 3 days.  The middle school content was based on grade levels.   A review of the initiative is available on the district’s website:

http://www.kearsarge.org/1106109711213720/site/default.asp?1106Nav=|&NodeID=909.
The program was tested in February 2010 when snow storms forced the cancellation of classes.  

Some feedback:

-- It was difficult in some families with several school aged children and few computers

-- There was better “attendance” than a normal school day

-- Hourly “readings” were done to measure the number of teachers online

-- Since not all students have computers at home there was a paper and pencil option

-- Some children go to child care programs

-- Some parents who work at home and have young children were not expecting the extra time and effort this initiative required
Other:

All SAU 65 teachers have website pages

All lot of technology training was provided to teachers

At least one week is needed to add new content to the blizzard bags

Next year the blizzard bags will be ready by November 1st and include 3 days of lesson plans

Some bags even had snacks
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