
Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

March 22, 2013 
Present: Bill Bennett, Kent Bicknell, Lisa Braiterman, Claire Doody, Judith Fillion, Lyn Kutzelman, Gregg Magoon, David Parker, Stephen Poirot, Trudy Wright, Leslie Higgins, Marie Morgan

Guests: Jeff Blaney, Mary Mayo, John Kennedy for Linda Johnson, Alan Pardy, Gina Rotondi Powers
The meeting was held at Londergan Hall, room 15.

Stephen Poirot opened the meeting at 10:10 am. Attendees introduced themselves.
Mary Mayo of the Department of Education’s Legislation and Rules Office provided an update of the revisions to Administrative Rule Ed 400, Approval of Nonpublic Schools, which was approved by the State Board of Education on March 20, 2013.  A copy of the Rule with changes is attached.  The Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules (JLCAR) will now review the final proposal on April 19th.
Attendees next discussed the approval of nonpublic schools and the concurrent approval of Special Education programs.  Marie Morgan explained that a few years ago the Office of School Approval and the Bureau of Special Education agreed to co-approve nonpublic schools which also had special education programs approved by the Bureau of Special Education.  The intent was to reduce the administrative burden on these schools which were submitting similar information, sometimes twice in one year, to the two bureaus at the Department.  Since that time, it appears that some special education programs were inappropriately approved as nonpublic schools.  The Office of School Approval plans to work with the Bureau of Special Education to more clearly list the requirements special education programs must meet prior to being approved as schools.
There was additional discussion regarding the Bureau of Education’s move to only approve programs for a three year period.

At the Council’s last meeting Kent Bicknell explained a NH Interscholastic Athletic Association (NHIAA) rule has had negative impact on private schools. Under NHIAA By-Law Article II Section 13: B(12) -  
“A student falling under the provisions of this section (13) is eligible to represent only one (1) school in any academic year.” 
This has been interpreted by the NHIAA Executive Director to mean a private school student playing football at a public school cannot play on a club or other level basketball team for a private school during that academic year.
In accordance with the NHIAA Constitution, only the NHIAA Council can amend the By-Laws.  The NHIAA Council meets three times each year. Also, the NHIAA Executive Director, subject to appeal, shall rule on all questions which may be raised relative to interscholastic athletics.
Judy Fillion suggested that she call Pat Corbin, the NHIAA Executive Director, and set up a meeting.  Kent suggested that a small group of NPSAC members meet with Mr. Corbin to discuss the Rule.

Steve Poirot noted that 4 Council members’ terms were expiring: Doug Cummings, David Parker, Trudy Wright and Bill Bennett.  He had contacted each of them and they are willing to serve another three year term. He asked if there were any objections to renewing their terms.  There were none.  Their names will be forwarded to the Commissioner for consideration.
Judy Fillion provided an update on the Education Tax Credit law passed in the last legislature and discussed at the March 2012 NPSAC meeting.  This session there was a motion to repeal it which passed the House.  It is being heard in the Senate today.  She said there may not be enough votes in the Senate to repeal it.  

Gina Rotondi Powers noted that the Governor supports its repeal as indicated in HB2, the budget bill.

Judy Fillion noted that several state agencies are working together to promote safety in schools.  Emergency Management needs an emergency cell number and email address for contacts at each private school.  Jeff Blaney noted that there may be grants to help schools with their safety preparations.

Steve Poirot shared his school’s experience putting in additional keyless locks at various buildings on campus. Their emergency planning has been progressing for 3 years. He is willing to share their plan and has done so.  It needs to be evaluated and updated annually.  Different drills are needed for different emergencies. They realized that their Alert sounds were not heard campus wide which required the purchase of new horns.

Lyn Kutzelman noted her school had spent more than $75,000 to make the “key” changes.  She asked if there were any funds to help pay for this.  Jeff Blaney said he’d send information on the grants. 

At the last NPSAC meeting it was agreed to have a letter of appreciation for Ed Murdough prepared. Steve Poirot read a letter for Ed which he will sign and distributed the letter and two cards for members to sign. 

Kent Bicknell made a motion to approve the January 11, 2013 NPSAC meeting minutes.  Lyn Kutzelman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

There was no new business.
Alan Pardy asked if school directors had noticed changes in enrollments. There was some discussion about how the economy was having an impact.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 am.
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