
Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

January 11, 2013     
Present: Kent Bicknell, Doug Cummings, Claire Doody, Judith Fillion, Linda Johnson, Lyn Kutzelman, Gregg Magoon, David Parker, Stephen Poirot, Trudy Wright, Leslie Higgins, Marie Morgan

Guests: Gregg Champlin, Department of Safety, School Emergency Planning & Natural Hazards Program Specialist; Judy Gosselin and Kathryn Hodges, Department of Education, Bureau of Nutrition Programs and Services’ staff members.
The meeting was held at Londergan Hall, room 12.

Marie Morgan opened the meeting at 10:10 am. Attendees introduced themselves.
Judy Gosselin and Kathryn Hodges briefed attendees on the origins of the federal school meals program and changes since the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Reauthorization Act of 2010.  More information is at Attachment 1. 
The Farm to School program connects schools, farms and communities with the objectives of serving healthy meals in school cafeterias; improving student nutrition; educating children about health, nutrition, agriculture and food systems; helping children learn where their food comes from through educational opportunities, such as creating school gardens and visiting farms; and supporting local and regional farmers.

Attendees were encouraged to visit the:
· Bureau of Nutrition Programs & Services website, www.education.nh.gov/program/nutrition/index.htm,  for information on the school lunch program, various trainings, staff contact information and links to numerous resources; and the
· NH Farm to School Program website:  www.nhfarmtoschool.org/. More information can be obtained through Stacey.purslow@unh.edu.
At 10:30 Commissioner Virginia Barry stopped by and invited NPSAC members to join the Department’s Emergency Initiatives.  
Gregg Champlin, (603.223.3629, Gregg.Champlin@dos.nh.gov) discussed RSA 189:64 Emergency Response Plans. He stressed that an emergency plan must be “your” Plan.  A school’s staff needs to decide how best to prepare the youngest children for emergencies whether intruders are people or skunks or rabid animals.  Also, using the same language at different grades helps everyone even at the post-secondary level.
Schools with several buildings also face more challenges. He reminded attendees that schools are most vulnerable during drop off and pick up times and during lunches when there is less “control”.  Administrators might consider doing drills at these times.

One boarding school includes the housekeeping and grounds staff in their emergency planning. Also, schools are finding various ways to alert parents of school emergencies.
Mr. Champlin advised administrators to spend at least 5 minutes of every staff meeting on security reminders. 
There was a discussion about how to involve private schools and day care centers in state emergency planning and “situational awareness” type communications.  Presently the Department of Education does not have a way to contact private school principals in the evenings or on weekends if there is an emergency.

New Hampton School is hosting a school emergency planning workshop on Jan. 31, 2013.

United Educators Insurance will host a campus security webinar at the end of February.

Heather Wheeler, Director of Admissions at Hampstead Academy, is the NPSAC representative to the Home Education Advisory Council (HEAC). Ms. Wheeler submitted a written summary of HEAC issues. The HEAC is interested in hearing about any concerns private school administrators may have about serving as a “participating agency” for home schooled students.  

RSA 193-A, Home Education, and Administrative Rule Ed 315, Procedures for the Operation of Home Education Programs, were revised in 2012.  Section 193-A:5 requires parents commencing a home education program for their child to notify the commissioner, the local superintendent or a private school principal within 5 days. Some superintendents have expressed concern because they believe they should also be notified of any parent commencing a home education program.
Linda Johnson spoke to the attendees regarding RSA 200:49 – Head Injury Policies for Student Sports. The law which became effective in August 2012 encourages school boards to develop guidelines to inform coaches, athletes and parents of the nature and risks of concussion and head injury.  It requires school employed coaches, officials, athletic trainers and health care providers to immediately remove a student athlete in grades 9 – 12 who has sustained a head injury from a practice or game.  Although it is not clear if the law pertains to private schools, Attorney Johnson highly recommends private schools develop a head injury policy. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more information at: http://www.cdc.gov/TraumaticBrainInjury/.
Kent Bicknell made a motion, seconded by Linda Johnson, that a letter be drafted and sent to Ed Murdough thanking him for his service to the Council.  Ken Bicknell said he would work on it with Marie Morgan. The motion passed unanimously.

Linda Johnson made a motion, seconded by many, that Steve Poirot, Assistant Headmaster at the Tilton School, be elected chair of the Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC). The motion passed unanimously.
Doug Cummings made a motion, seconded by Steve Poirot, that the NPSAC recommend to the State Board of Education that Lisa Braiterman, CFO at Brewster Academy, be selected to fill the seat vacated by Brian Bell of the Portsmouth Christian Academy. The motion passed unanimously.
The attendees agreed to schedule the next NPSAC meetings on Friday, March 22 and Friday, May 10, 2013 at the Department of Education.

Under New Business, Kent Bicknell explained a ruling by the NH Interscholastic Athletic Association (NHIAA) has had negative impact on private schools. Under NHIAA Rule Section 13; B, “A student falling under the provisions of this section (13) is eligible to represent only one (1) school in any academic year.” This has been interpreted to mean a private school student playing football at a public school cannot play on a club or other level basketball team for that private school or any other school during that academic year.
Doug Cummings noted that NH State Trooper Christopher Kelby had contacted him regarding proposed changes to the state’s administrative rule on school bus transportation.  Doug gave him the phone number for the School Approval office.
There was additional discussion regarding a move by Maine and some NH communities to tax certain nonprofit buildings.  Linda Johnson recommended private schools track those services which they provide to their towns.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 pm.

Submitted by:

Marie Morgan
1 Attachment – Info on the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010
Attachment 1 (from the federal website)
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 reauthorizes funding for federal school meal and child nutrition programs and increases access to healthy foods for low-income children to improve nutrition and reduce childhood obesity.
What Does It Do?

• Gives USDA the authority to set nutritional standards for all foods regularly sold in schools during the school day, including vending machines, the “a la carte” lunch lines, and school stores.

• Provides additional funding to schools that meet updated nutritional standards for federally-subsidized lunches. This is an historic investment, the first real reimbursement rate increase in over 30 years.

• Helps communities establish local farm to school networks, create school gardens, and ensures that more local foods are used in the school setting.

• Builds on USDA work to improve nutritional quality of commodity foods that schools receive from USDA and use in their breakfast and lunch programs.

• Expands access to drinking water in schools, particularlyduring meal times.

• Sets basic standards for school wellness policies including goals for nutrition promotion and education and physical activity, while still permitting local flexibility to tailor the policies to their particular needs.

• Promotes nutrition and wellness in child care settings through the federally-subsidized Child and Adult Care Food Program.

• Expands support for breastfeeding through the WIC program. 

• Increases the number of eligible children enrolled in school meal programs by approximately 115,000 students by using Medicaid data to directly certify children who meet income requirements.

• Allows more universal meal access for eligible students in high poverty communities by eliminating paper applications and using census data to determine school-wide income eligibility.

• Expands USDA authority to support meals served to at-risk children in afterschool programs.

• Requires school districts to be audited every three years to improve compliance with  nutritional standards.

• Requires schools to make information more readily available to parents about the nutritional quality of meals.

• Includes provisions to ensure the safety of school foods like improving recall procedures and extending hazard analysis and food safety requirements for school meals throughout the campus.

• Provides training and technical assistance for school food service providers.
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