Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting 

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

November 13, 2009

Present: Kent Bicknell, Patricia Tilley, Robert Doty, Trudy Wright, Claire Doody, Brian Bell, William Bennett, Mary Moran, David Parker, Steve Poirot, Judith Fillion, Tom Rooney, Ed Murdough, Leslie Higgins, Marie Morgan

The meeting began at 10:10am.  Ed Murdough welcomed the attendees.  He then introduced Tom Rooney with TRC Energy Services, Boston, MA and Clifton, NY. Mr. Rooney explained that ARRA funds have been made available to help schools evaluate their energy usage.  The Sustainable Energy Division of the NH Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has contracted with TRC Energy Solutions to analyze and rank the energy performance of K-12 schools in New Hampshire.  TRC staff does not visit schools, but instead evaluates information received from the school and evaluates the building’s performance compared to other NH K-12 schools.  Administrators will receive a report that includes a graphical representation of the building’s performance, explanation of indicators used to rank the building, and energy efficiency recommendations including utility and state programs appropriate to help financially and technically. The information can be mailed, faxed, or emailed to TRC.  Copies of the most recent 12 months or more of utility bills are needed.  Private schools will not be compared to public schools.  The report may be available within two weeks after submission. For more information call: 877-282-9378 or email: NHSchoolsBenchmarking@trcsolutions.com.

Kent Bicknell spoke about his invitation to visit the country of Bhutan and its quest to develop a Gross National Happiness index.  He also reported that The Sant Bani School did close at least one day due to flu.

Ed Murdough and Judy Fillion mentioned the cuts to state funding which have impacted staffing within the Department.

The Council members voted to approve the September 2009 NPSAC Meeting Minutes.

The motion was moved by Kent Bicknell and seconded by Claire Doody.

Ed Murdough noted that Legislative Service Request (LSR) # 2016 has been submitted.  It would allow participating nonpublic schools to obtain criminal records checks on employees and volunteers.  It appears that some local police departments have refused to do these.  

At 10:30 Commissioner Virginia Barry joined the group.  Ed explained the purpose of the Council and members introduced themselves.

There was some discussion concerning LSR # 2064 which would prohibit a state agency from establishing a fee without legislative approval and LSR 2319 which would require that BMI (Body Mass Index) be assessed for every student in grades 1,4,7 and 10.

Kevin Moody had met Pam Allen of the US Department of Education’s Office of Nonpublic Schools.  She would be willing to come to Concord and speak to the Council.  Ed encouraged Council members to submit topics of interest for her visit.  Members interested in hosting her visit should notify Ed.

Ed reported that the Ed 400 revisions the Council worked on earlier in the year were accepted by the State Board of Education at its October 14th meeting.  This begins the formal rule making process.  A hearing will be held at the Board’s December meeting and then the changes will be sent to the Joint Legislative Committee.  David Parker offered to attend the December meeting and speak in favor of the Rule changes.

Judy Fillion noted that the new online teacher certification process is going well.  Private school teachers who are up for renewal can do so online.

Judy explained that a new system has been developed to simplify enrollment for the federal School Breakfast and Lunch programs.  Previously parents had to submit paperwork.  Now those families receiving food stamps will automatically be entered in the database.  This should increase the numbers for middle and high school participation.

Ed reminded attendees that the Home Advisory Council still needs a NPSAC member to attend its meetings on Tuesday afternoons.

Trish Tilley gave an update on the H1N1 virus. Clinics will open when the vaccine is delivered.  Go to the DHHS website for current information.

There was some discussion regarding the guidelines given by state officials for closing schools due to widespread cases of flu.  Trish explained that these guidelines are based on a public school model.  Kent suggested that private schools be notified that they may need to set their own guidelines on when their schools should close.

Commissioner Barry reported that NH will receive between $20 and $75 million from the federal “Race to the Top” educational program.  The funds will be used for the lowest 5% performing schools.  These have not yet been identified.  The money can not be pulled by the community for other services.

Commissioner Barry left about 11:20.

There was some discussion regarding the requirement for a school to be open 180 days.  If schools must be closed for weeks or more due to widespread illness or weather, will some days be waived by the Commissioner?

Ed noted that the NH School Board Association has requested the legislature remove the requirement for the Commissioner to require substantiated requests from school boards for school years less than 180 days.

Ed noted that 39 private schools have provided him with a contact person’s name to report their school’s H1N1 information.

Leander Corman who was a NPSAC member and worked in the Bureau of Special Education has left the Department.  

On October 30th Nancy Childress and Deb Connell (a NPSAC member) who work in the Department’s Title Bureau spoke to a group of NH private school representatives about Title IIA funds.  How a public school district uses these funds impacts how much money the local private school(s) can receive.

Mary Moran noted that more work needs to be done in this area.

English Language Learning (ELL) funds are also available and perhaps not being used.

Kent questioned whether there were state and federal strings attached to these funds.  Mary said there is a new toolkit available and that they haven’t “felt restrictions”.

Information is also available on the USDOE and CAPE websites.

The Department has finalized the process for private schools approved by the Bureau of Special Education to receive dual approval from that Bureau and the Office of School Approval with one submission. 

The Council still has a School Representative vacancy.  Contact Ed with any possible nominations.

The Association of Christian Schools (ASCI) has just submitted an application to renew its status as a recognized agency for program approval.  It is one of three agencies that ED 400 recognizes.

The Council can review it at the January meeting.

Ed noted that the Department needs a process to review and approve online school applications.  Bill Bennett and David Parker agreed to be on a committee to develop a process. Any one else who is interested should contact Ed Murdough.

There was a discussion regarding rising health costs for private school staff.  Kent noted that a consortium of New England Independent Schools contract for fuel and other bulk purchases.  Perhaps we can get their “negotiator” to come to a future NPSAC meeting.

Kent Bicknell observed that the encouragement and support shown by the NH Department of Education towards the state’s independent schools is unique. This was confirmed by Bill Bennett.
The meeting ended at 12:00.  

Submitted by Marie Morgan.
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