Nonpublic School Advisory Council (NPSAC) Meeting 

NH Department of Education, Concord, NH

October 22, 2010 
Present: Lyn Kutzelman, Claire Doody, Ed Murdough, Steve Poirot, Deborah Connell, Tracy LaChance, Cathy Chesley, Brian Bell, Bill Bennett, Kevin Moody, Marie Morgan, Mary Moran, Judith Fillion, Leslie Higgins. 
Home Education Council Guests: Abbey Lawrence, Chair; Christina Hamilton, Vice-Chair; Marc Boyd, Principals Association Representative; and Alison Kariouse.
The meeting began at 10:10 am.  Ed Murdough welcomed the attendees and introduced guests from the NH Department of Education’s Home Education Advisory Council (HEAC).  Ms Hamilton explained the role of the HEAC and the need to fill their position open to members of the Nonpublic School Advisory Council.  Ms Hamilton would like to receive copies of the NPSAC meeting minutes.  HEAC meeting minutes are posted on the Department’s website.  HEAC meetings are scheduled for the second Tuesday of each month except for July and August. The meetings start at 3:30 pm at the NH Department of Education in Concord. Ms Hamilton distributed several hand outs:

* RSA Section 193-A:10 – Home Education Advisory Council

* Home Schooled Count (2009-10) - A total of 5,113 children were noted as being homeschooled

* Home Schooled Enrollments 2000 – 2009 (By grade and by Participating Agency)

* Home Education Graph of Enrollments by Cohorts (2005-2021) – Shows enrollments steadily rise from  

     grade 1 through middle school and then steadily drop off from grade 8 - 12.

* List of 20 Nonpublic Schools Who Have Acted as Participating Agencies 

* Scholars’ Academy List of 8 Home School Enrichment Courses

There was some discussion about an NH Interscholastic Athletic Association (NHIAA) ruling regarding home schooled children eligibility on private or public schools if located in the child’s own home district.

The guests left the meeting at 10:45am.

There was a brief discussion about the new bullying law.  Deborah Connell noted that the Department will be sponsoring workshops in the near future.

Judy Fillion noted that the new criminal history records check law allows private schools to request criminal background checks from state and local law enforcement agencies.
Attorney Tracy LaChance (Rath, Young & Pignatelli) noted that the new child restraint law also applies to private schools.  This will be discussed at the next NPSAC meeting.

Ed noted that 3 NPSAC members are up for renewal.  The following members will be re-nominated at the next State Board of Education session: Trudy Wright, Mary Moran, David Parker.

Ed noted that he had received three resumes for the NPSAC vacancy from: Tracy Hanson, John D’Entremont, and Douglas Cummings.  Several members expressed support for Mr. Cummings who is the Executive Director for the Independent Schools Association of Northern New England (ISANNE).  

Steve Poirot moved that Mr. Cummings be selected to fill the NPSAC vacancy.  Cathy Chesley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
The March 2010 NPSAC meeting minutes were unanimously approved.  Cathy Chesley made the motion.  Brian Bell seconded it.  No changes were requested.  
There was a brief discussion regarding the Department’s Technical Assistance Advisory on using the Internet when school is canceled due to inclement weather.  This Advisory was emailed to private schools on August 6, 2010.  All of the Department’s Technical Assistance Advisories are posted on the Department’s website.

There was a brief discussion regarding child care licensing.  NH private schools are only approved by the Department of Education for kindergarten and higher grades.
There was a brief discussion on the May 14, 2010 Private School Conference held in Concord.  Attendees spoke favorably about the speakers and the facility.  It was suggested that the NPSAC continue the discussion at the next meeting.

Ed noted that the suggested revisions to Ed 400 are now official.  Also, ACSI’s status as a recognized accrediting agency has been renewed by the State Board of Education.  Other agencies seeking to be accepted as accrediting agencies (ie Montessori or Seventh Day Adventist) will need to submit the appropriate information as explained in Ed 400.  Bill Bennett noted that NEASC has participated in joint visits with other agencies; however, each agency makes its own decision regarding a school’s accreditation.
Ed noted that we still do not have an approval process for online schools.  The Council’s online school subcommittee hasn’t met yet.  

Ed welcomes any topics for future NPSAC meetings.  The Council still needs someone to serve as Chair.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00.
Submitted by Marie Morgan
Future NPSAC Meetings: Dec. 10, 2010; Feb. 11, 2011; April 8, 2011
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