
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Public Meeting Information 
 
Date: May 21, 2020 
Time: 9:00am – 10:00am 
Conference Line: 1(301)715-8592 
Meeting ID: 914 2460 6310 
 

 

 

Agenda 

Meeting Purpose/Goals:  

• Develop a common understanding of the Council for Thriving Children and Governance 

• Scan of Early Childhood Care and Education System – Zoom in/Zoom out 

• Clarify ongoing schedule and logistics for Council 

Time Topic Leader(s) 

9:00 – 
9:10 

Welcome & Introductions Chris Tappan & Christine Brennan 

9:10 – 
9:30 

Overview of the Council for Thriving Children 
Executive Order and Charge 

Chris Tappan & Christine Brennan 

9:30 –  
9:55 

Early Childhood Care and Education System Scan 

• Preschool Development Grant 

• Emergency Child Care Collaborative & 
Program 

Chris Tappan & Christine Brennan,  
Kimberly Nesbitt 
Christina LaChance & Chris Santaniello 

9:55 – 
10:00 

Next Steps Chris Tappan and Christine Brennan 

 

  



 
Appointee Council Membership Role 

Mary Lou Beaver Parent, grandparent, relative or other alternative caregiver who have your 
children birth to eight 

Rebecca Woitkowski Parent, grandparent, relative or other alternative caregiver who have your 
children birth to eight 

Jeanne Agri Representative of a Head Start agency recommended by the NH Head Start 
Directors Association 

Dr. Stephen J. Zadravec Representative of a local educational agency 

Christina MacDonald Representative of the DOE responsible for programs under section 619 of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act recommended by DOE 

Charles Ansell Representative of higher education institutions 

Lara Quiroga Representative of local providers of early childhood education and 
development services 

Dr. Ardis Olson  Pediatrician recommend by the New Hampshire Pediatric Society 
Michael Worsley  Representative of the faith-based community 

Jane Bard Representative of the philanthropic community with expertise in early 
childhood care and education 

Christina LaChance Representative of the philanthropic community with expertise in early 
childhood care and education 

Heather Y. Bell Representative of the business community with an interest in early childhood 
care and education 

Amanda Grappone Representative of the business community with an interest in early childhood 
care and education 

Martha Hennessey Legislator appointed by the Senate President 
Patrick Long Legislator appointed by the Speaker of the House 

Kate Baker Representative of an organization or entity that the Governor deems 
appropriate to support the work of the Council 

Chris Santaniello Representative of an organization or entity that the Governor deems 
appropriate to support the work of the Council 

Commissioner Sheehan or designee Commissioner or designee Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Caswell or designee Commissioner or designee Department Business and Economic Affairs 
Commissioner Jasper or designee Commissioner or designee Department of Agriculture 
Hon. Susan Ashley Judicial Branch - Administrative Office of the Courts - Family 
Commissioner Stewart or designee Commissioner or designee Department Cultural Resources 
Commissioner Quinn or designee Commissioner or designee Department of Safety 
Tricia Tilley Designate leads of the DHHS Early Childhood Integration Teams 
Rebecca Fredette Designate leads of the DOE Early Childhood Integration Team 
Kimberly Nesbitt Designate leads of the Early Childhood Experts 
Jackie Cowell Designate leads of B-8 ECCE Advisors 
Commissioner Hanks or designee Commissioner or designee Department of Corrections 
Commissioner Copadis or designee Commissioner or designee Department of Employment Security 
Debra Nelson State Director of Head Start Collaboration 
Dean Christon New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority 
Associate Commissioner Tappan Department of Health and Humans Service 
Deputy Commissioner Brennan Department of Education 

 


