
State Advisory Committee (SAC) For Children with Disabilities 

Advising the NH Department of Education per RSA 186-C:3-b 

January 3, 2018 – 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm – NH Department of Education, Room 15 

AGENDA 
 

4:30 – Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes, Public Comment 

4:40 – Update on Legislation, Rules and/or Regulations Impacting 

Children with Disabilities 

 Discussion on SB 193 and its implications for the 
education of children with disabilities 

5:00 – Report from subcommittee meeting with Sherry Burbank 
regarding disproportionality  

5:15 – Bureau update   

5:45 – Small Group Meetings on SAC priority issue, Inclusive 
Education, particularly for High School Students with Disabilities 
(spend about half of the time on question 1 and half on question 2)  

6:15 – Small Groups Report Back for Full SAC Discussion  

6:45 – Nominations, Old Business, New Business, Announcements 

7:00 – Adjourn – next meeting 2/7/2018 (Snow date 2/14/2018) 
 

Meeting Norms 

 Avoid acronyms  

 No sidebar conversations 

 All members feel 
comfortable to ask 
questions 

 Respect group time (keep 
meetings to 2½ hours) 

 Be mindful of others’ 
communication needs  

 Be “present”. Stay on 
topic, be respectful of 
others 

 Allow for processing time 
before asking members 
to make decisions  

 Be welcoming of all public 
participation 

 Focus group efforts on 
SAC responsibilities 

The State Advisory Committee's responsibilities include the following (excerpts from RSA 186-C:3-b): 

 Purpose:  to advise the commissioner of education on issues relating to special education, and to promote 

communication and cooperation among individuals involved with students with disabilities. In addition, the 

committee shall review the federal financial participation and the level of state funding to determine their 

impact on the programs and delivery of services to children/students with disabilities. 

 Advise the New Hampshire Department of Education regarding unmet needs within the state related to the 

education of children/students with disabilities. 

 Comment publicly on the state plan and rules and regulations proposed for issuance by the state regarding the 

education of children with disabilities. 

 Assist the state in developing and reporting such information and evaluations as may assist the US Secretary 

of Education in the performance of responsibilities under Section 618 of the Individuals with Disabilities Act. 

 Advise the Department of Education in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in 

federal monitoring reports. 

 Advise the Department of Education in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of 

services for children/students with disabilities. 

 Provide an annual report to the Governor and the State Legislature on the status of education of children with 

disabilities in New Hampshire. 

Additionally, in accordance with §300.514 of IDEA, findings and decisions of due process hearings are to be 
transmitted to the SAC, after any personally identifiable information has been deleted.  [Note: Due process 
findings and decisions may be found at: http://www.education.nh.gov/legislation/special_ed_due_process.htm] 

 

http://www.education.nh.gov/legislation/special_ed_due_process.htm


NH State Advisory Committee on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Guidelines for Public Comment 

The SAC appreciates the input the general public provides by commenting on the committee’s priorities and/or other issues they 

wish to bring to the committee’s attention.   Public comment will be included on the agenda for each SAC meeting, generally at 

the beginning of the meeting. 

The SAC has established the following guidelines for public comment: 

 Be factual and objective; please do not mention a student and/or school staff by name.  

 Limit comments to no more than five minutes. 

 Be aware that neither the SAC nor the NH Department of Education staff will be prepared to respond to public comment 

at the meeting.  Your input will be considered and, at their discretion if the issues raised are related to the SAC’s statutory 

role/responsibilities, SAC may take further action at a later meeting.   

 The SAC appreciates hearing about positive experiences, “success stories”, and best practices, as well as concerns with 

the status of the education of children with disabilities, new or emerging needs, or situations that may warrant further 

consideration. 

 Please note that the SAC is not able to intervene in situations having to do with individual students, but to the extent these 

issues may have broad implications for children with disabilities and, the SAC appreciates the public’s assistance in 

making the SAC aware of the issue(s). 

Persons or organizations requesting to make public comments or a presentation that exceeds the five minute limit for public 

comment are directed to make a written request to the SAC Chair at least 14 days in advance of the SAC meeting at which they 

wish to comment/present.  The request should include a brief description of the topic on which the individual or organization 

plans to present, and the amount of time being requested.  The SAC Chair has the authority to determine whether the request is 

related to a topic/issue that is consistent with the duties and responsibilities of SAC.   At his/her discretion, the Chair may 

provide additional time of up to 10 minutes to the individual or organization for public comment.  The Chair will notify the 

individual or organization that made the request of his/her decision about whether to allow extended public comment time for 

the individual or organization. 

Please note:  In addition to providing public comment at a SAC meeting, interested persons may also provide input to the SAC, 

by telephone at (603) 271-3741, email at 

SAC_Chair@doe.nh.gov, or letter to:  

State Advisory Committee on 

the Education of Children with 

Disabilities 

NH Department of Education 

101 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:SAC_Chair@doe.nh.gov


Excerpt from the NH Standards for the Education of Children with Disabilities, including text from 

IDEA that is referenced by this section: 

1111.01  Placement in the Least Restrictive Environment. 

 (a)  Each LEA shall ensure that, to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including 

children in public or private providers of special education, are educated with children who do not have 

disabilities and that, consistent with 34 CFR 300.114, special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of 

children with disabilities from the regular educational environment occurs only when the nature or severity of 

the disability is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be 

achieved satisfactorily. 

§300.114  LRE requirements. 

(a)  General.  (1)  Except as provided in §300.324(d)(2) (regarding children with disabilities in adult 

prisons), the State must have in effect policies and procedures to ensure that public agencies in the State meet 

the LRE requirements of this section and §§300.115 through 300.120. 

(2)  Each public agency must ensure that-- 

(i)  To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in public or private 

institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are nondisabled; and 

(ii)  Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from the regular 

educational environment occurs only if the nature or severity of the disability is such that education in regular 

classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. 

(b)  Additional requirement--State funding mechanism. 

(1)  General.  (i) A State funding mechanism must not result in placements that violate the requirements 

of paragraph (a) of this section; and 

(ii)  A State must not use a funding mechanism by which the State distributes funds on the basis of the 

type of setting in which a child is served that will result in the failure to provide a child with a disability FAPE 

according to the unique needs of the child, as described in the child’s IEP. 

(2)  Assurance.  If the State does not have policies and procedures to ensure compliance with paragraph 

(b)(1) of this section, the State must provide the Secretary an assurance that the State will revise the funding 

mechanism as soon as feasible to ensure that the mechanism does not result in placements that violate that 

paragraph. 

 

 

Priority Issue Statement (based on 11/1/2017 breakout sessions) –  

Concerns have been raised about the percentage of time that children with disabilities, particularly at the high 

school level, are spending outside of general education settings.  SAC believes that children with disabilities could 

be included in general education settings alongside peers without disabilities at higher rates if teachers/staff had 

sufficient training, resources and knowledge of the practices that support inclusive education.  

Note:  At the last SAC meeting, small groups identified training for educators (training that would assist effective 

practices, more general education training, teacher training) as a key issue.  

 

 



SMALL GROUP WORKSHEET 

 [Remember that our actions need to align with SAC’s responsibilities, including to advise the commissioner on issues 

relating to special education, or to advise the NH DOE regarding unmet needs related to children with disabilities.] 

 

1.   Do we know that it is a problem (e.g. data, anecdotal reports)?  (ex: Are elementary school children 

and high school children with disabilities included in general education settings at disparate rates?)   

What data do we already have?  ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What data do we need (what questions do we want answered)? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Goal/Outcomes – What are our anticipated outcome(s)/what impact do we want to make, such as to 

advise the DOE or the commissioner on needed policies or resources, dissemination of information/ 

resources, or other steps we might recommend?  Be specific. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

One potential opportunity for having an impact:  

HB 

1636 

establishing a committee to study teacher preparation and education programs.           

Sponsor(s):   Gile, Myler, Heath                                                                                                       

to study NH programs that prepare teachers for careers in education & compare them to similar programs 

in other states and foreign countries whose students perform at the highest levels on the Program for 

International Student Assessment    [NOTE: Does not include anything about preparing all teachers to 

teach all children, including children with disabilities.] 
 

 

 



HB 1636 - AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT establishing a committee to study teacher preparation and education programs. 

 SPONSORS: Rep. Gile, Merr. 27; Rep. Myler, Merr. 10; Rep. Heath, Hills. 14 

 COMMITTEE: Education 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 ANALYSIS:  This bill establishes a committee to study teacher preparation and education programs. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Eighteen 

  

AN ACT establishing a committee to study teacher preparation and education programs. 

  

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

  

1  Committee Established.  There is established a committee to study New Hampshire teacher preparation and 

education programs. 

2  Membership and Compensation. 

I.  The members of the committee shall be as follows: 

(a)  Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives. 

(b)  Two members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate. 

II.  Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties of the 

committee. 

3  Duties.  The committee shall: 

I.  Study New Hampshire teacher preparation and education programs that prepare teachers for careers in 

education and compare them to similar programs in other states and foreign countries whose students perform at 

the highest levels on the Program for International Student Assessment. 

II.  Specifically study the following features of teacher preparation and education programs, including but not 

limited to recruitment and admission standards, teacher preparation and education courses, requirements for 

student teaching including internships, externship, and residencies, professional standards, salaries, certification 

and continuing education requirements, teacher absenteeism, and retention.  

4  Chairperson; Quorum.  The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 

members.  The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member.  The first 

meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section.  Four members of the 

committee shall constitute a quorum. 

5  Report.  The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 

speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 

governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2018. 

6  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



– DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT –  
 

January 3, 2018 

 

Frank Edelblut, Commissioner 

NH Department of Education 

101 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

 

Dear Commissioner Edelblut, 

 

The State Advisory Committee (SAC) on the Education of Children with Disabilities is NH’s State Advisory 

Panel, established consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  As stated in RSA 186-C:3-b, 

I, “In accordance with the provisions of 20 U.S.C. section 1412(a)(21) and 34 C.F.R. sections 300.167-300.169, 

there is established an advisory committee on the education of children/students with disabilities to advise the 

commissioner of education on issues relating to special education, and to promote communication and 

cooperation among individuals involved with students with disabilities. In addition, the committee shall review 

the federal financial participation and the level of state funding to determine their impact on the programs and 

delivery of services to children/students with disabilities”.  Another primary duty of the SAC is to “advise the 

department of education regarding unmet needs within the state in the education of children/students with 

disabilities”.  SAC members are cognizant that these issues are interrelated; that the meeting the needs of 

children with disabilities is dependent upon adequate funding being appropriated for that purpose. 

 

At our October 2017 meeting, SAC members present unanimously voted in favor of the following motion, “the 

State Advisory Committee advises the Commissioner of the New Hampshire Department of Education that the 

chronic underfunding of Special Education Aid causes tremendous financial and practical difficulties for LEAs, 

[local education agencies] and ultimately has a negative impact on children with disabilities. The State 

Advisory Committee requests that the Commissioner express, in the strongest language possibly the impact of 

underfunding Special Education Aid, and therefore request that the General Court utilize any and all means to 

fully fund Special Education Aid.”  

 

The SAC would appreciate any updates that you can provide to us regarding your interactions with the General 

Court on the topic of fully funding special education aid, as well as any steps the General Court has indicated 

that they plan to take to fully fund special education aid. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support on this very important issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Maureen Shields, Chair 

State Advisory Committee on the Education of Children with Disabilities 
 
 


