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State Advisory Committee (SAC)  

For the Education of Children with Disabilities 
Advising the NH Department of Education per RSA 186-C:3-b 

NHDOE, Room 15 

4:30pm – 7:00pm 
 

December 4, 2019 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

In Attendance: 

Lisa Beaudoin (chair), Bonnie Dunham (vice-chair), Tina Greco, Karen Rosenberg, Christopher O’Reilly, 

Kevin Cushing, Esther Kennedy, Alicia Ferguson, Kari Grimes, Maureen Shields  
 

Absent: 

Representative Tamara Le, Senator Jeanne Dietsch, Senator Jay Kahn, Melissa McKeon, Susan Rasicot, 

Le’Ann Milinder, Kerri-Lynn Kimner, Janet Reed, Violetta Lortie, Gregg Magoon, Jason Henry, Thomas 

Ryan, Moria Ryan, Elizabeth Casey, Meaghan Cullinane, Jill Hartmann, Dale Boyle, Michael  Pinard, 

Sandra Raeuchle 
 

Guests:   

Rebecca Fredette, Administrator, Bureau of Student Support 

Leah Lucier-Pike, Parent Representative 
 

 

Welcome, Introductions of SAC Members & Guests 

 Lisa Beaudoin began the meeting at 4:34pm 

 Participants introduced themselves and their role on SAC 
 

Approval of Minutes 

The SAC Committee did not have a quorum, the approval of the November 6, 2019 meeting minutes 

were tabled to the January, 2020 SAC meeting. 
 

Public Comment 

No public comment 
 

Introducing the new Director of Special Education, Rebecca Fredette 

Becky Fredette, Administrator of Student Support / State Director of Special Education 

Becky introduced herself and provided members with her background, the DOE press release was 

provided to SAC members 
 

Becky has spent the past year and a half as an educational consultant within the Bureau, serving as a 

member of the Compliance, Improvement, and Monitoring team. In her new post, Fredette will oversee 

the Department’s special education, Title III, and migrant student programs.  She has been an educator 

in New Hampshire for the past 26 years. She has worked as a special education teacher, a special 

education coordinator, an assistant principal, and a principal. Fredette also worked in the private sector 

in a residential facility for students with unique challenges academically and behaviorally. 
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SAC members addressed questions to Becky. 

 

What would you like to bring to the table? 

Focus on the process, need to move forward to what is most important, to focus on what is being 

done. 
 

What are the Bureau’s plans on Parent Involvement? 

No plan as of yet, meeting with Parent Information Center Executive Director, Michelle Lewis next 

week. 
 

Do you or are you planning on working closely with Superintendents and Special Education Directors? 

What are our needs, what are the people’s needs?  Where do we need to reach out and help 

people?   Currently meeting people and asking what is seen as a need. 
 

Do you plan to meet with DRC and ABLE NH? 

Currently meeting with people/organizations that have reached out to meet with me.  

Please connect with me to schedule a time to meet. 
 

Do you plan to come to all the SAC meetings? 

Yes, it is my plan to attend SAC meetings as my schedule permits. 
 

In your role as State Director, do you have an opinion on self-contained classrooms?  

Why is the Department approving self-contained? 

What has changed in this State from an inclusive environment, population is becoming more fragile.  

There is a lack of qualified personnel to work in special needs.  What is the State going to do to support 

individuals who can work with students with autism, etc.        

Need to find out the root reason as to why this is happening in NH. 

Would like to see the criteria as to how these programs are approved.  In the Standards? 

What is driving school districts that they need such things, lack/shortage of personnel?  Is a huge 

problem. 

Do not have an opinion at this time, need additional information and this is currently on the radar.  

The Bureau needs to follow State Regulations. 

  

SAC Priorities for the 2019-2020 Year:   The 3 priority topic areas selected were:      

1. General education teachers not prepared to teach/support all children, including children 

with disabilities – to include expansion of UDL and coordination with the teacher 

preparation study group.  (This is a continuation of work done by SAC during the previous 

year.)  

2. Parent/Guardian engagement/education, specifically around special education (for 

parents and others who do not understand the process); using expanded parent 

engagement to include community engagement (informing all and bringing them into 

discussions, and creating opportunities – like the wrap-around service delivery model.    

3. Children with disabilities who are being excluded from school for reasons including school 

refusal, truancy, and disciplinary removals; as well as considering manifestation and 

placement issues for children with disabilities who are suspended.   

[Note: a concern re: students with disabilities impacted by trauma and the ability of schools to 

be responsive through trauma-informed practices was raised, and may be considered as part 

of priority topics 1 and 3 above.] 
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Other topic areas that received 3 to 5 points were: 

a. Math/reading achievement, achievement gaps and opportunities, including opportunities 

for children with disabilities to be enrolled in all levels of math (not excluded from higher 

levels because of their status as children with disabilities).  Discussion included having a focus 

on UDL and being able to identify achievement gaps by using differential evaluation tools to 

measure achievement.   

b. Concerns were raised re: children with disabilities who experience social interaction issues 

related to their disability being excluded from school/school activities due to unintended 

consequences of sexual harassment and transgendered student policies.  (Note: this issue 

was also brought up to at the end of the last school year in correspondence to SAC from a 

member of the public).    

c. Identifying what is working including g year over year assessment/best practices.   

 

Work on refining SAC priorities 

 Do we want to deal with one priority each month or focus on each priority each month? 

 Lisa shared that Jason thought was SAC should focus on one a month. 

 Esther, focus on one a month, at end of the meeting received an update on updates on the 

other priorities. 
 

Bonnie, talked about ”b”  

Concerns were raised regarding children with disabilities who experience social interaction issues 

related to their disabilities being excluded from school/school activities due to unintended 

consequences of sexual harassment and transgendered student policies. 

And Priority #3 

Children with disabilities who are being excluded from school for reasons including school refusal, 

truancy, and disciplinary removals; as well as considering he manifestation and placement issues for 

children with disabilities who are suspended. 
 

Bonnie would like to have a guest speaker in to discuss these important issues. 

 

 Work on Priority 1 and Priority 2 over several months?  Tackle both at a slower pace? 

Combine these Priorities; divide into groups to discuss each priority. 

 Combining Priority 1 and Priority 2 and discuss in January and February, split into small group 

discussions.   Fine for January and February, but what about December.  What questions do we 

want to be asking ourselves so not going in millions of directions to have instruction and form? 

 Karen, best to break into small groups to maximize participation amongst members. 

 Subcommittee for Priority 1 has not met yet; do not focus on in January.  Focus on truancy  

in January. 

 Esther talked about public comment on Teacher Certification Rules; all Teacher Certifications 

come up every 5 years.  Public comment is scheduled for December 12th.  Also, need to be 

aware the General Education and Elementary Education are coming up also.  We may want 

to be aware if one of our priorities. 

 Written comments are due two weeks after the public comment, whereas SAC does not have 

a quorum, cannot vote on tonight. 

 If do not make public comments, will be another 5 to 10 years prior to the Rules being up and 

an opportunity to make public comment. 

 Maureen, do we write a letter to the Commissioner that SAC supports UDL. Yes, we did in 

September, have not received feedback.  

 Page 8 of Bonnie’s legislative updates is a list of all Rules up for public comment as well as a link 

to locate the complete text for the Rules. 

 Lisa proposed to have structure around our priorities and schedule speakers. 
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 Mary Lane, Project Director for DOE contract with Scholastic, how is this working?   Scholastic 

was unable to process the information requested.  Cohort Groups A and B, had to use new 

thoughts and questions. 

o This year will be a new baseline. Mary Lane can help access this information.  Esther is 

on the group, will be a new parent survey. 

o Scholastic is a framework to engage parents.     

o Questionnaire, online or submit paper form. 

o Ask Mary Lane to invite Scholastic to a SAC meeting to talk about how they are 

planning on engaging families, schools, and all parents. 

o Scholastic and gathering information from parents. 

o Activities for parents, have not seen any of this since Scholastic has been contracted to 

provide these services.   NH Connections did more for parent involvement group, 

training, etc. 

o What is Scholastic doing in the State of New Hampshire? Is hidden, not trickling down. 

o PTAN lost their funding (contract ended), and are not active in schools for 

parents/preschool children.  PTAN would meet once a month with preschool 

coordinators and would advise about trainings, etc. 

o Area agencies supposed to work with schools for transition, nothing happening here. 

o How do we support to get these services back? 

o Invite Mary Lane, to give a 30-minute update on Scholastic. 

o Seek opinion of PIC and other agencies to speak on views from another lens to SAC 

about other ways this is harmful to parents and students with disabilities.   Where would 

we find out where we do not have adequate engagement? 

o NH Connections/ PIC would go out into the field to work with Parent Engagement.   

PIC lost a bid for a new contract; the Commissioner wanted more family engagement. 

o Families still need the family engagement piece; PIC still goes out into the field, 

however, not funded for this. 

o Unseen negative consequences with Scholastic receiving the contract for 

engagement.  What is happening with engagement?  How much is their focus on the 

families vs. schools being engaged? 

o Word is not out in the field as to what Scholastic is doing in the State. 

o How can schools access what Scholastic is providing to school districts?  What are they 

providing, how can SAC access this? 

o Who is taking this data and helping schools?  Do not know, now have this one year 

data, what are is going to be done with this data?   

o Are we collecting this data just to go to OSEP or for schools to take this data and 

maybe reach out to NH Connections to help bring family engagement up? 

o Information is out there and school districts can do what they want with the data.   

o What are the resources for parent engagement and where can it be found?  Who at 

the NHDOE would be on top of the efforts to increase parent involvement? 

o Priority #2 is bigger than Indicator 8. 

o High school transition, local agency.  Invite a representative from Health and Human 

Services speak to SAC regarding family supports – area agencies.  Area agencies are 

each their own entity. 

o Invite Michelle Lewis, Executive Director of PIC to see what they are doing for parent 

engagement.   

o What organizations are there currently available to work with? Everything has changed 

so much in the past few years. 

 January and February – Priority #1 and Priority #2. 

 Priority #3 – Invite Liz Graichen to come speak at March meeting. 

 Invite Commissioner Edelblut to come for an update on recommendations provided in a letter 

submitted in September.   Respond to SAC recommendations. 
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 Absenteeism, do not have a percent of number of children with disabilities.    

o Asked to run a report to link the data sets to receive numbers.  

o Excused, unexcused, half day.   

o Each district has policies on absenteeism.  Looking at excessive absenteeism.  

o Would be great to get this data, but how does this committee look to help students  

get to school. 

 How can SAC get the districts to educate families on mental health?  The importance of this 

goes back to family engagement.  Families are keeping student at home,  

 Sarah Warren as well as Liz come for Priority #3 for a 30 to 45 minute presentation.  Would be 

helpful to generate a couple of questions that SAC wants answered. 

o How do we provide support to get children to school? 

o How do we provide support to school districts? 

 School refusal due to mental health issues, what are other schools doing so we are not labeling 

students who have disability not “just” bad.   How do school best practices to differentiate, due 

to disability or planning hooky. 

 

******* 

Note:  the Nashua Telegraph had an article on the growth of 504 plans, mental health in their 

November 9, 2019 publication. 

“Merrimack sees rising trends in mental health issues among high school students.  School officials are 

seeing increasing trends of anxiety, depression and other mental health issues shown in data provided 

by the Merrimack High School 504 Coordinator.  During the 2018-2019 school year, 42 new referrals 

were received.  Of those 42 referrals: 

 24% were for medical diagnoses such as diabetes, concussions, migraines; 

 28% were for students with ADHD; 

 48% were for mental health diagnoses.” 

******** 

 

 Understanding the magnitude of the problem of absenteeism, using data, are students playing 

hooky or are there other issues? 

 What do schools do to support children whose school attendance is being negatively affected 

by Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES)?   

 Are we creating self-contained to help for children who cannot behave appropriately in the 

classroom.  How can SAC help? 

 What are the absenteeism rates for children in self-contained placements vs the regular 

classroom, is there data available?  To whom do we direct this question?  Who is collecting the 

data?   I4see and NHSEIS could be linked to get the data SAC is looking for. 

 Becky will locate whom in the Department collects the data of which SAC is looking for. 

 Each district report card includes absenteeism as collected by district policy/procedure. 

 Need to find out what percent of absenteeism are students with IEPs.  Who collects this data? 

 In-district self-contained placement would be hard to get as do not need to report. 

 Change language in Priority #3 from excluded to absent. 

 State total of out-of-school suspension and in-school suspension.   Esther informed SAC 

members that she only gets her report card. 

 Does the State have a location for all school district?  Online? 

 Lisa is looking to Becky to get these data questions answered.  DOE data people to organize, 

disaggregate the data for SAC. 

 Direct all questions to Becky and she will find out who can answer the data questions. 
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 Lisa proposes not do Priority #1 and Priority #2 in January.  Either Priority #1 or Priority #2 in 

January, the other in February.  In April, link Priority #1 and Priority #2. 

 Esther – do Priority #1 in January. 

 Priority #3 in March. 

 Move Priority #3 to April to discuss Priority #1 and Priority #2 in March for working priorities, focus 

Priority #1 and Priority #2, as three priorities are a lot for one year. 

 April SAC meeting talk about what we hear in March.  March meeting ask questions about 

Priority #1 and Priority #2 and have a work night. 

  At what point are we going to discuss “b” as a member of the public as well as a SAC 

member. Could we ask NHASEA, School Administrator Association, Principals Association, and 

School Board Association if they are seeing “b”?   If so, SAC does not want to address alone. 

 Priority #1 in January, what is the information SAC wants more information about? 

 What are IHEs doing – teacher prep programs?   

 Dale Boyle can present on this, what are they doing for recruitment for special education 

teachers? General education teachers? 

 What are IHE doing to prepare students to teach special education? 

 Invite representatives of IHEs to speak with SAC; general education and preparing students to 

work with special needs. 

 Preparing all teachers to teach all students, including special needs students in the classroom. 

 Have general education teachers have professional development opportunities in special 

education programs. 

 Could the DOE provide professional development each year free, all teachers are on a 

budget and need the professional development.  

 Every credentialed teacher should be certified to teach all children.  

 Anything to share, add, comment on Priorities #1, Priority #2 and Priority #3?  There has been a 

lot of information shared. 

 Would be great for someone to identify model programs that prepare teachers to teach all 

students.  Schools may want to do better, but do not know how, if a school has a model 

program, would they share with others? 

 

Returned to discuss the December 12th meeting and hearing being held on Ed 507.40  

SAC members to review and come to the January meeting to discuss, provide input.  Rules should 

reflect that teachers and counselors are prepared to teach/support all children, including children 

with disabilities.  Make a recommendation that in all Department Rules.  

 

Nominations, Old Business, New Business, Announcements, Comments from the Chair  
 

Nominations: 

As the SAC Committee did not have a quorum, the nomination of Leah Lucier-Pike as a Parent 

Representative has been tabled to the January 2020 SAC meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45pm. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for:   

Wednesday, January 8, 2020, 4:30pm-7:00pm, NHDOE, Room 15 

Snow date | Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 4:30pm-7:00pm, NHDOE, Room 15 

 

 


