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NH State Advisory Committee on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Guidelines for Public Comment 

The SAC appreciates the input the general public provides by commenting on the committee’s priorities 

and/or other issues they wish to bring to the committee’s attention.   Public comment will be included 

on the agenda for each SAC meeting, generally at the beginning of the meeting. 

The SAC has established the following guidelines for public comment: 

 Be factual and objective; please do not mention a student and/or school staff by name.  

 Limit comments to no more than five minutes. 

 Be aware that neither the SAC nor the NH Department of Education staff will be prepared to 

respond to public comment at the meeting.  Your input will be considered and, at their discretion if 

the issues raised are related to the SAC’s statutory role/responsibilities, SAC may take further 

action at a later meeting.   

 The SAC appreciates hearing about positive experiences, “success stories”, and best practices, as 

well as concerns with the status of the education of children with disabilities, new or emerging 

needs, or situations that may warrant further consideration. 

 Please note that the SAC is not able to intervene in situations having to do with individual students, 

but to the extent these issues may have broad implications for children with disabilities and, the 

SAC appreciates the public’s assistance in making the SAC aware of the issue(s). 

Persons or organizations requesting to make public comments or a presentation that exceeds the five 

minute limit for public comment are directed to make a written request to the SAC Chair at least 14 days 

in advance of the SAC meeting at which they wish to comment/present.  The request should include a 

brief description of the topic on which the individual or organization plans to present, and the amount of 

time being requested.  The SAC Chair has the authority to determine whether the request is related to a 

topic/issue that is consistent with the duties and responsibilities of SAC.   At his/her discretion, the Chair 

may provide additional time of up to 10 minutes to the individual or organization for public comment.  

The Chair will notify the individual or organization that made the request of his/her decision about 

whether to allow extended public comment time for the individual or organization. 

Please note:  In addition to providing public comment at a SAC meeting, interested persons may also 

provide input to the SAC, by telephone at (603) 271-3741, email at SAC_Chair@doe.nh.gov, or letter to:  

State Advisory Committee on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

NH Department of Education 

101 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH 03301 
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