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Close reading is a meaningful reading and
rereading of a piece of text. This purposeful
reading is designed to help the student gain more
knowledge of text structure, be able to determine
what’s important, and have a deeper
understanding of the author’s purpose. The
ultimate goal is for the student to be prepared to
answer complex questions.

The format of this mini-grant is a general outline including ideas for how to conduct
a close reading. Also included is a list of ideas for classroom activities, activity
examples, and vocabulary activities (whole class and individual).
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Close Reading General Guidelines
I.

Choose a piece of text:
a. Start with a short piece and gradually increase the length/complexity.
b. To motivate students choose text/topics that interest students.
c. Vary styles: non-fiction, fiction, poetry, articles, informational text,
documents….
d. More on Text Types:
i. Descriptive: perception in space
ii. Expository: explanation, factual
iii. Informational
iv. Narrative: telling a story
v. Argumentative(Persuasive): subject judgment

II.

Close Reading Steps:
a. Use the poster on page 7 created by Tracy Watanabe to guide students
through the process.
b. Limit pre-reading discussions and activities.
c. Invite students to read and reread and reread the text several times.
d. Hint: (Test Accommodation) If students are unable to write on the text
have them use a clear transparency sheet and wet erase markers.

III.

Annotation Keys: Concrete note taking guides designed for students to record
their thinking are located on pages 8 - 10.
a. Level 1: good for grade levels 3-5 OR students new to annotation
b. Level 2: good for grade levels 6-8 OR students with practice
c. Level 3: good for grade levels 9-15/college readiness OR students with
practice

IV.

Annotation Examples: Examples of each annotation level using one of the
three pieces of text from the HiSet Language Arts Reading Practice Test are
located on pages 12 -14.
a. Level 1: Poem from Two Trees
b. Level 2: Non-fiction – Excerpt from “Busy as a Bee?”
c. Level 3: Fiction – Excerpt from Typhoon
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V.

VI.

Annotation with Technology
a. Educreations: an interactive recordable whiteboard allowing students
to capture handwriting and speech. Available for iPad and PC’s
b. Notability: a note taking App for the iPad or iPhone
c. Google Docs/Apps: a web word processor allowing users to edit
documents. Available for iPad and PC’s.
Close Reading in the classroom: videos at different grade levels
a. 4th grade: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZIQcwbHRKY
b. 6th grade: annotation http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE9YbeCkLeQ
c. 10th grade: non-fiction http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y

VII.

Asking Text-Dependent Questions:
a. Hand-out created by Tracy Watanabe located on page15.
b. Open-Ended Discussion questions organized by literature topic located
on pages 16 - 18.
c. Follow questions with:
i. Point to this in the text
ii. Use details from the text
iii. Support your answers with information from the text
iv. How do you know?

VIII.

Close Read Activity Ideas:
a. Annotation Poster- An activity used to help students organize and
choose important facts/details. Included are directions and a sample.on
page 19 & 20.
b. Jigsaw Activity: Emphasizing cooperative learning by providing
students an opportunity to actively help each other build
comprehension. Located on page 21.
c. Context Clues: Giving students strategies to use to find the hints that
authors use to define meanings of unknown words. Context Clue Steps
and Strategy directions can be found on pages 22 & 23. Activity on
pages 24 – 26.
d. Resources
i. ReadWriteThink: www.readwritethink.org
A collection of comprehension classroom resources K-12
including lesson plans, student interactives, mobile apps and
calendar activities
ii. Readworks: www.readworks.org
Organized lesson plans with over 1000 non-fiction reading
passages for grade levels K-7 that assist with reading
comprehension.
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iii. Adolescent Literacy: www.adlit.org
Literacy activities and reading comprehension resources
designed for struggling students 4-12
IX.

X.

Whole Class Vocabulary Lessons: choose 10 – 12 vocabulary words from each
of the stories and invite student to participate in the following class lessons.
a. The “Looping Game”: create tickets and invite the students to play the
looping game: Using the cards, shuffle and hand them out evenly to all
students. It’s fine if a student has more than one card. The student
who has the card with a star goes first and reads out loud the
“Who has…” section. Then the student who has the correct vocabulary
word reads the “I have…” then that same student reads their “Who
has…” section. Play continues like this until it has cycled around to the
student who spoke first (the card with the star on it). An example of
this game is located
b. Tangram Practice Puzzles: copy tangram puzzle pieces onto cardstock
and have students cut them out so that they have 7 puzzle pieces:
2 large right triangles, 1 medium right triangle, 2 small right
triangles, 1 square, and 1 parallelogram. Once they are finished invite
them to start matching the vocabulary word with the definition. As
students continue matching a formation will appear. Have students
switch and try different puzzles.
c. “Define That Word” like the popular Balderdash. Have students write
the definitions of the vocabulary words on notecards before discussing
them. Include the real definition and after reading all definitions aloud
have students vote on which one is the real meaning.
d. “Vocabulary Pyramid” played like the game show “$10,000 Pyramid
Game Show”. Have students work in pairs.
e. For more Game Show ideas and templates go to:
wiki.fms.k12.nm.us/groups/middlescoolteachingideas/wiki/94d30/
Individual Vocabulary Activities: using the same 10 – 12 words encourage
students to pick 3 – 4 of the following individual activities to complete.
a. Write a story or a poem using at least 5 of the vocabulary words.
b. Design a bookmark for each word. Write the word and illustrate the
meaning of the word.
c. Create a comic strip that has at least 6 squares. Tell a story and
include at least 5 vocabulary words.
d. Search for the words in a magazine or newspaper. Circle/highlight
them.
e. Act out the words and have someone guess what it is. (Charades)
f. Look up the words in the dictionary or a thesaurus and write their
synonyms.
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g.
h.
i.
j.
XI.

Write a story using all the vocabulary words.
Write a sentence for each word.
Create a game using the vocabulary words.
Make up a song using at least 5 words.

Graphic Organizers: located on pages 27 – 29.
a. KWL: a visual strategy used to determine what students know and
what they have learned.
b. Venn Diagram: Two overlapping circles used to show the
similarities/differences of an idea. Check out the Venn Diagram App to
use on an iPad or PC
c. SQ3R:
i. S-Survey: find topic/main idea by looking at title of text
ii. Q-Question: record all questions about the topic
iii. R-Read: read the text
iv. R-Recite/Recall: think about what was read
v. R-Review: reread the text and discuss what was learned
d. Resource: Multiple Reading Graphic Organizers can be found here:
http://www.readinga-z.com/comprehension/reading-graphic-organizers/
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Annotation Key – Level #1

*

Background knowledge

+

Important facts

?

Questions

!

Surprising or exciting information
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Annotation Key - Level #2

Circle

Words or phrases that are unknown or confusing

Underline

Major points, powerful and repeated words or phrases

EX

Example of evidence

??

Questions that you have during reading - Ask How & Why? (write question in margin)

!!

Something that is GREAT or SURPRISING. Idea that you love!

→

Make a connection to the text, idea, or experience (note the connection in the margin)

1, 2, 3, …

Number key details or important ideas
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Annotation Key - Level #3
Number Paragraphs

Numbering the paragraphs will allow students to be able to cite and
refer back to text.

Group Text

Circle

Break up the text into smaller sections by drawing a horizontal line
across the page after a few paragraphs.

Circle words or phrases that are unknown or confusing.

Underline

Underline major points, powerful and repeated words or phrases.

Left Margin

Summarize each group.

Right Margin

Write, draw or doodle examples of what the author is DOING
(Use Power Verbs – list attached) AND tell more (what is the
author comparing or demonstrating) Be Specific
OR Ask How and Why Questions??
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Power Verbs
(Use these verbs to describe what the author of the text is DOING!)

Acknowledges
Analyzes
Articulates
Asserts
Characterizes
Cites
Clarifies
Compares
Compliments
Confirms
Contrast
Criticizes
Debates
Declares
Defends
Demonstrates
Draws attention to
Establishes
Evokes
Exaggerates
Explores
Exposes
Expresses
Highlights
Hints
Illustrates
Implies

Indicates
Justifies
Lists
Mocks
Notes
Observes
Points out
Portrays
Praises
Questions
Quotes
Reflects
Reinforces
Reveals
Sheds Light
Signifies
Suggest
Supports
Symbolizes
Trivializes
Unifies
Verifies
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Annotation Poster
1. Have students use Annotation Key - Level #1
2. Encourage students to write in complete sentences.
3. Have students write only 1 sentence per sticky note.
4. Invite students to annotate as many ideas as they can and write
on sticky notes.
5. Have students choose 2-3 most important sticky-notes in each of
the four categories.
6. Give students a piece of poster board/construction paper and ask
them to arrange their chosen sticky notes in the middle of the
page.
7. Ask the question, “What did the author want you to learn?” or
“What was the author’s purpose in writing this piece or text?”
8. Allow for students to share their posters with each other and
display them for the whole center to read.
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Close-Read Jigsaw Activity
1. Read Text Aloud
2. Invite students to re-read text silently
3. Ask Students “ What is the text mainly about?” or What are some topics that
tell about the text?”
4. Record 2-4 topics as headings on the board or chart paper (leave space below
or beside each topic in order to add more information) Always include a
miscellaneous topic section.
5. Break students into small groups and assign each group a close-reading focus
to analyze
a. Vocabulary
i. Unfamiliar words
ii. Important & repeated words
iii. Diction & slang
iv. Mood words
b. Author’s style
i. Word Choice
ii. Figurative Language
iii. Sentence Structure
c. Imagery
i. Sensory details
ii. Metaphors & Analogies
iii. Symbolism
6. Have students Re-Read text again and annotate their focus area recording
their findings on post-it-notes
7. Invite students to bring post-it-notes to the board(chart paper) and categorize
them under the correct topic (if it doesn’t fit a category them place it under
miscellaneous)
8. Come together as a whole group and review the details/related topics.
9. Lead students into drawing a conclusion tying the key details of the text
together.
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Steps for Using Context Clues
Step 1: Check for synonyms or definitions embedded right
there. If you find one, reread the sentence with the new term
keeping the synonym or definition in mind. Then tell yourself
in your own words what the sentence is saying.
Step 2: Check for a contrast clue. If you find one, think about
its meaning, telling yourself the opposite meaning. Then
reread the sentence and rephrase it in your own mind.
Step 3: When you read a sentence that you have trouble
understanding because of an unfamiliar word, reread the
sentence and substitute a word that seems to make sense in
the context.
Step 4: Read on. If the word you substituted does not make
sense in the context of the rest of the paragraph, try again.
Step 5: If the sentence still does not make sense to you and you
do not understand the main point, look for a synonym,
definition, and contrast clue. If you are still uncertain, check a
dictionary.
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Word-Attack Strategies
Word-attack strategies help students decode, pronounce, and
understand unfamiliar words, using all three cueing systems.
They help students attack words piece by piece or from a
different angle.
• Use Picture Clues
- Look at the picture.
- Are there people, objects, or actions in the picture that might
make sense in the sentence?
• Sound Out the Word
- Start with the first letter, and say each letter-sound out loud.
- Blend the sounds together and try to say the word. Does the
word make sense in the sentence?
• Look for Chunks in the Word
- Look for familiar letter chunks. They may be sound/symbols,
prefixes, suffixes, endings, whole words, or base words.
- Read each chunk by itself. Then blend the chunks together and
sound out the word. Does that word make sense in the sentence?
• Connect to a Word You Know
- Think of a word that looks like the unfamiliar word.
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CONTEXT CLUES
Grades

6–8

Lesson Plan
Type

Standard Lesson

Estimated
Time

Five 45-minute sessions plus extensions

Lesson
Author

Scott Greenwood, Ed.D.
West Chester, Pennsylvania
Kevin Flanigan
West Chester, Pennsylvania

Publisher
SESSION 1: INTRODUCING CONTEXT CLUES
1. Ask students what context clues are. Remind them that some authors "leak"
information on the page and that it sometimes requires detective work to "solve"
word meanings. Remind students also that context clues are helpful for learning
new words and better understanding what they read.
2. Prepare students to work as detectives, using clues to figure out what an
unfamiliar word means. Divide students into pairs (see Preparation, Step 1).
Write the following sentence on the board or overhead: "The vixen was not as
fortunate." Ask students to define the word vixen. At the middle level, most
students will need to guess its meaning. Have them share their definitions with
their partners. Discuss with students how there is not enough context in the
sentence to infer the meaning of the word vixen.
3. Write the following sentence: "The vixen was not as fortunate as her mate, and
was caught in the steel-jawed trap. Her red pelt would bring a good price."
Model for students your reasoning as you think aloud how to infer the meaning
of the word vixen from the context of the sentence (e.g., must be an animal,
definitely female, has red fur, must be a female fox). Note: This is a fairly
challenging first example. If students are not familiar with the word pelt, you
may need to provide another sentence with context clues to help them figure out
its meaning.
4. Introduce the LPR3 mnemonic as a useful aid for figuring out unknown words
from context.
Look-before, at, and after the new word
Predict-quickly predict the word's meaning, remembering that a wrong
prediction is often a good start
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Reason-think more carefully about the word's meaning, trying to be as precise
as the context clues permit
Resolve-recognize that you may need to take other steps (e.g., look it up, ask
someone)
Redo-go through the steps again if necessary
5. Write the following sentence on the board or overhead:
"Billy's reply was incoherent."
Model through a think-aloud process the LPR3 mnemonic to solve the meaning
of the word incoherent as follows: "First, I need to look before, at, and after the
unfamiliar word incoherent. Then I need to predictwhat the word might mean
by substituting other words that could make sense in the sentence,
like funny,stupid, clever, or wrong. When I try to reason or look more closely at
the context, all I know is that incoherentis being used to describe Billy's reply. I
think I need more help to resolve the meaning of this word."
6. Next write the following sentence on the board or overhead:
"Due to a severe lack of sleep and extreme nervousness, Billy's reply
was incoherent."
Think aloud while modeling the LPR3 mnemonic again. "When I look this time,
there are no words afterincoherent, but I can figure out a lot from what's before
the word. I'm going to predict that it means ‘does not make any sense.'
My reason is that it says ‘severe lack of sleep and extreme nervousness.' I think
I canresolve the meaning based on this context because I know what it's like
when I'm overtired and nervous." Discuss as a class how the context clues in the
sentence and the LPR3 mnemonic helped to solve the meaning of the
word incoherent.
7. Have students work in pairs to practice applying the LPR3 mnemonic with a
few unfamiliar words found in a text they are reading in class. Make sure they
are able to explain their thought process as they work through each step. (You
might also assign this activity for homework if time in class is limited.)
8. Distribute the Types of Context Clues handout, and introduce the four different
types of context clues. After discussing the examples on the handout, have
students work with their partners to write two sentences, each exemplifying one
of the types of context clues just introduced. Have dictionaries and thesauri
available or encourage students to access the online versions
at dictionary.com and thesaurus.com.
9. Take time at the end of the session for pairs to share their sentences with other
pairs or the whole class. Collect the sentences and check for understanding.

25

SESSION 2: PRACTICING CONTEXT CLUES
1. Begin this session by reviewing a few of the student-generated sentences from
Session 1, Step 8 showing examples of the four types of context clues. Reinforce
how the meaning of an unknown word can be solved by identifying the type of
context clue in the sentence. Review also the LPR3 mnemonic-students do not
need to follow the mnemonic slavishly, but remind them that it is a good
starting point. You may also wish to promote the mnemonic as a bookmark or
wall chart.
2. Write the following sentence on the overhead or board:
"They ___________ across the street."
Have students fill in plausible answers. Make it clear that there are many good
action verbs that may fit, but that students need more information, particularly
what or who "they" refers to, to identify the unknown word.
3. Next, add to the context by writing:
"Kelly dropped her can of tennis balls. They ____________across the street."
Discuss how the context helps to narrow the words that would make sense in
the sentence.
4. Demonstrate another example:
"They are still seeing the optimistic, charmingly loquacious teenager."
As opposed to filling in a blank, in this example, students are encountering a
genuine word in an authentic context. Think aloud while you model the LPR3
mnemonic one more time. "I have no idea what loquaciousmeans, but I'm going
to try to figure it out. First, I need to look before, at, and after the word. I know
the words charming and optimistic are positive traits, and that loquacious is
another adjective describing the teenager. I predict that it will also be a positive
trait...I'm going to say that it means pretty, just as a guess. Now, I'm going
to reason a little more, but I'm not sure I'll be able to resolve the meaning from
this sentence alone. Let me look at the next sentence."
"She was constantly on the phone for hours at a time."
"This is a huge clue-I'm going to redo my prediction
and resolve that loquacious must mean really talkative-a motormouth-but not in
an obnoxious way."
5. Distribute the Context Clues handout for guided practice. Have students
complete the examples provided. Then, allow students time to add to the
contexts. For example, in sentence 4, a student could have written, "Charlie
was exhausted." The objective in this second part of the exercise is for students
to enrich the context so that exhausted is explicitly called for in the sentence. An
example would be, "After working a double shift, Charlie was exhausted."
Collect the handouts and check for understanding.
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K-w-l
Know

name:

Chart

want

Topic:

to Know

learned

Date:
© The Notebooking Fairy http://notebookingfairy.com
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Name :

Venn Diagram
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Math-Aids.Com

Name ___________________________

Date ____________________

SQ3R Chart
Title of Work: _______________________
Survey: Record important titles and subtitles from work.

____________________________________
____________________________________
Question: Write "Who, What, When, Where, and Why" questions from main topics.

____________________________________
____________________________________
Read: Write answers to questions from above.
____________________________________
____________________________________
Recite: Record key facts and phrases as needed for each question.
____________________________________
____________________________________
Review:

Create a summary paragraph for each question.

____________________________________
____________________________________
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©This printable graphic organizer is from www.teach-nology.com
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