
20TH ANNUAL 
LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION AWARDS 

BANQUET

Honoring:

Blue Ribbon Schools

State Finalist for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching

NH Teacher of the Year semi-finalists, finalists and 

2023 NH Teacher of the Year

December 8, 2022

Murphy’s Taproom and Carriage House

Bedford, NH



Our emcee for the evening –
Kim Houghton, 
Communications Director for the 
Department of Education



Commissioner Frank Edelblut
provided welcoming remarks to the group



Governor Chris Sununu 
reading a speech from his wife, 
Valerie, a member of the 
Teacher of the Year Selection 
Committee, who was unable 
to attend.



2022 NH Teacher of the Year Sara Casassa spoke 
about her year



Senators Jeanne Shaheen and Maggie Hassan sent letters to be read during the event.



Blue Ribbon Schools

Dr. Jay Badams, Superintendent 
and Julie Stevenson, Principal of 
Hanover High School

Chris Smith, Dean and Christine 
Storniolo, Board Director of The Birches 
Academy of Academics and Art

Jamie Winny, Principal and 
Amanda Isabelle, Superintendent 
of Enfield Village School



Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching (PAEMST)

2022 State Finalist – Susan Leifer, Mast Way Elementary School, Lee

Anne Wallace, PAEMST State 
Coordinator,  presents Susan with 
a gift

Commissioner Frank Edelblut, 
Susan Leifer, Governor Chris 
Sununu 

Commissioner Frank Edelblut, Gus 
Leifer (Susan’s son), Susan Leifer, 
Governor Chris Sununu 



NH Teacher of the Year Semi-Finalists

Amanda Bridges, 
James Faulkner 
Elementary School

Cathi Stetson, Oyster 
River High School

Bonnie Heath, 
Hampton Academy

Not pictured: Mikella Eichen, Atkinson Academy and Carmen Kosow, New Searles Elementary School

Julie Verde, Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High 
School



NH Teacher of the Year Finalists

Susan Bradford, James 
Mastricola Elementary 
School

Jennifer MacLeod, 
Hollis Brookline Middle 
School

Curt McDermott, 
Goffstown High School



2023 New Hampshire Teacher of the Year 
Christian Cheetham



2023 TOY Semi-Finalists and Finalists

Left to right: Frank Edelbut, Cathi Stetson, 
Bonnie Heath, Carmen Kosow, Julie Verde, 
Governor Sununu, Christine Brennan, 
Amanda Bridges 
(not pictured: Mikella Eichen)

Left to right: Frank Edelbut, Susan Bradford, 
Christian Cheetham, Jennifer MacLeod, 
Governor Sununu, Christine Brennan
(not pictured: Curt McDermott)



2023 New Hampshire Teacher of the Year

Christian Cheetham with the Alvirne
High School JROTC Cadets Christian Cheetham with his family



NH Department of Education

Left to right: Nate Greene, Frank Edelblut, Liz Brown, Caitlin Davis, Stacey MacStravic, 
Governor Sununu, Christine Brennan, Stephen Appleby, Kim Houghton, Melissa White
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