
21ST ANNUAL 
LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION AWARDS 

BANQUET

Blue Ribbon 
Schools

November 30, 2023 

DoubleTree by Hilton, Manchester, NH

State Finalists for the 
Presidential Awards for 

Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science 

Teaching

NH Teacher of the Year 
semi-finalists, finalists 
and 2024 NH Teacher 

of the Year

Honoring:



All set up and ready to go!



Commissioner 
Frank Edelblut
provided 
welcoming 
remarks to the 
group



New Hampshire First Lady, 
Valerie Sununu, a member 
of the Teacher of the Year 
Selection Committee, 
talked about the Teacher 
of the Year process



2023 NH Teacher of the Year Christian Cheetham 
spoke about his year



Senators Jeanne Shaheen and Maggie Hassan sent letters to be read during the event.



Blue Ribbon Schools
Mary C. Dondero Elementary School, 
Portsmouth

L to R: Valerie Sununu, Jacquie DeFreze 
(teacher), Michelle Pitts (Principal), Stephen 
Zadravec (Superintendent) and Commissioner 
Edelblut

Rye Elementary School Riddle Brook School, Bedford

L to R: Valerie Sununu, Katherine Callahan 
(Principal), Cathy Dailey (teacher) and 
Commissioner Edelblut

L to R: Valerie Sununu, Sue Jennato (School 
Board Chair), Tom Laliberte (Assistant 
Superintendent), Molly McCarthy 
(Principal) and Commissioner Edelblut



2023 State Finalists 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 

Science Teaching (PAEMST)

Valerie Sununu, Joanne Goelzer, 
Commissioner Edelblut

Valerie Sununu, Karen Nekton, 
Commissioner Edelblut

Valerie Sununu, Sandra Swiechowicz, 
Commissioner Edelblut



NH Teacher of the Year 
Semi-Finalists

Heather Burkett 
Hampstead Central School

Jacqueline 
DeFreze
Rye Elementary School

Kimberly 
Dorman

Colebrook Academy 
and Elementary School

Justine Dube
Parker-Varney 

Elementary School



NH Teacher of the Year 
Semi-Finalists

Erin 
Hollingsworth
Gilmanton School

Anna Jennison
Beech Street School

Jennifer 
Lambert

Groveton Elementary 
School

Caitlin 
Lomando

Mt. Pleasant School



NH Teacher of the Year 
Semi-Finalists

Jennifer Menken
Hooksett Memorial 
School

Robert Pooler
Hollis Upper Elementary 
School

Natalie Sears
Manchester Central 

High School

Sarah Strauss
Clark-Wilkins 

Elementary School



NH Teacher of the Year 
Semi-Finalists

Scott 
Thibodeau

Pembroke Academy

Andrea von Oeyen
Oyster River Middle and 

High Schools

Not pictured

Congratulations to all!



NH Teacher of the Year Finalists

Ritu Budakoti
Keene Middle School

Robert Malay
Superintendent



NH Teacher of the Year Finalists
Sean Donahue

McKelvie 
Intermediate School

Jennifer Asdot
Principal



NH Teacher of the Year Finalists
Gregory Parker
Manchester Memorial 

High School

Jeff Hebert and Amy 
Christopher

Assistant Principals



2024 New Hampshire Teacher of the Year 
Elizabeth Duclos

Left to right: Liz giving her speech, Liz with the First Lady and the Commissioner, Liz with the First Lady, Commissioner, and 
Deputy Commissioner Christine Brennan, Liz with her husband Jeremy. 
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