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Introduction & History

• Willowbrook expose led to Protection & Advocacy 
System (P&A) 

• NH P&A authorized by Federal statute

• Independent from government & service 
providers
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Legal Services

• Free consultation with an attorney
• Legal advice

• Self advocacy support

• Representation (sliding scale)
• Negotiation

• Administrative & court proceedings

• Class actions and systemic litigation
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Monitoring & Investigations

• Lakeview, Sununu Youth Services Center, Group 
homes, residential schools

• Our staff conducts 20 site visits every month

• Resources Include: 
• drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-

school

• drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-
facilities

https://drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-school/
https://drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-school/
https://drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-facilities/
https://drcnh.org/know-your-rights/restraint-and-seclusion-facilities/
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Other Projects

•Beneficiaries of SS with Rep Payees

•Voting

•Outreach & education

•Policy Advocacy
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Eligibility

• NH resident

• Disability-related legal problems

• Statewide

• All ages

• Person with a disability or their guardian is the 
client

• Subject to Case Criteria: drcnh.org/contact-
us/what-we-do

https://drcnh.org/contact-us/what-we-do/
https://drcnh.org/contact-us/what-we-do/
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When Someone Contacts Us

• Receptionist schedules phone or in-person 
appointment with an attorney or makes referral

• Meeting with the attorney is private & confidential

• Attorney provides legal advice or may refer the 
issue to the litigation team for further legal 
representation
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By The Numbers

• 20 appointments for legal advice per week for all 
disability-related issues

• Last fiscal year, we provided legal advice for 961 
clients.  

197 of these were education related (20.5%)
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Education Priorities

• Abuse & neglect

• Restraint & seclusion in schools & institutions

• Access to home and community-based services

• Accessibility

• Education

• Employment discrimination

Full list of priorities is available at: drcnh.org/about-us/priorities

https://drcnh.org/about-us/priorities/
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Current Trends in Education Cases

• Failure to implement IEPs

• Exclusionary discipline/suspension & shortened 
school days

• Placement disputes

• Bullying 

• Schools proposing changes to IEP not based on 
student’s needs



Protection and Advocacy System for New Hampshire

Education Resources

drcnh.org/issue-areas/education

https://drcnh.org/issue-areas/education/
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Stay Up To Date

• Monthly E-News

• Bi-annual Disability RAPP

drcnh.org/resources/

publications-sign-up

https://drcnh.org/resources/publications-sign-up/
https://drcnh.org/resources/publications-sign-up/
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Questions?
Karen Rosenberg, Policy Director

karenr@drcnh.org

mailto:karenr@drcnh.org
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