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Bureau of Student Support FY’20 Memo #8 

 

Date: August 5, 2019 

 

To: Superintendents of Schools 

 Administrators of Special Education 

 

From: Heather Gage, Director 

Division of Learner Support 

  

RE: Procedures for IDEA Part B and IDEA Preschool Special Education Allocations 

 

The New Hampshire Department of Education (NHDOE) would like to offer further information on the 

requirement to revise our IDEA Part B and IDEA Preschool allocation procedures. Please review this 

memo carefully, and see the invitation to a meeting on this topic on August 21, at the NHDOE with the 

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), U.S. Department of Education.  

 

You may remember from our previous memos that a letter from OSEP, dated April 9, 2019, presented 

the NHDOE’s allocation requirements and the steps the agency must take to correct past allocation 

procedures. The purpose of the OSEP letter (within the memos attached) was in response to the 

NHDOE’s letter dated January 2, 2019, (attached) requesting the ability to reallocate excess funds to 

local education agencies (LEAs). In response to the NHDOE letter, and prior to the issuance of the April 

9, 2019 letter, OSEP required an onsite visit to the NHDOE.    

 

During this onsite, OSEP found that the NHDOE’s subgranting procedures to LEAs were inconsistent with 

34 CFR §§300.705 and 300.816. Specifically, OSEP found: 

  

1. “NHDOE did not include the enrollment of children in private elementary schools and secondary 

schools within the LEA’s jurisdiction when calculating the population portion of the IDEA section 

611and 619 subgrants; and  

2. NHDOE did not include the relative numbers of children enrolled in public and private 

elementary schools and secondary schools within the LEA’s jurisdiction when calculating the 

population portion of the IDEA section 619 subgrant.”    
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OSEP required NHDOE to correct its allocation procedure within 90 days. In order to resolve this, OSEP 

required the NHDOE to take the following actions: 

 

1. NHDOE was required to recalculate SY2017-18 and SY2018-19 IDEA, Part B and IDEA Preschool 

allocations. 

2. NHDOE was required to determine the difference between the amount LEAs actually received 

during those two years, and the amount of the allocation the LEA should have received when 

applying 34 CFR §§300.705 and 300.816.   

3. Any LEA that received less than the amount they were entitled in SY2017-18 and SY2018-19 had 

to be made whole.   

4. The NHDOE could:  

a. Use any remaining 2017-2018 funds and 2018-2019 State set-aside funds; 

b. Use State funds; or 

c. Make downward adjustments to over-allocated LEAs’ future allocations and upward 

adjustments to under-allocated LEAs’ future allocations.  

When the NHDOE revised the SY2018-19 allocations, the corrections resulted in upward and downward 

change adjustments to that year’s allocations. The NHDOE used its State’s set-aside funds from last year 

for those LEAs that would have seen a decrease in funds.  

 

When the NHDOE revised the LEAs SY2017-18 allocations (which closes in September of 2019), the new 

allocations also resulted in upward and downward changes for LEAs. Due to current State set-aside 

funds not being sufficient to correct the LEAs decreases, the NHDOE then had to adjust LEAs SY2019-

2020 IDEA, Part B and IDEA Preschool allocations to correct the SY 2017-18 changes.  

 

Although LEAs that received a decrease this year may receive less IDEA funding in the future, due to the 

required allocation procedure, it will likely not be as much as the LEA is experiencing this year due to the 

required corrections made (described in the paragraph directly above).  

 

For further clarification, the NHDOE provided information regarding OSEP’s decision and requirements 

in the following Bureau of Student Support Memos: #34 (May 14, 2019); #35 (June 24, 2019); and #36 

(June 26, 2019). These memos are attached. In addition, 12 webinars were offered in May and June to 

provide technical assistance to help LEAs understand the changes to allocations, the uses of excess 

funds, and procedures to ensure that grant funds are fully accessed by school districts.  

 

INVITATION 

 

After reading through the information provided in this memo and the other memos attached and have 

further questions or concerns regarding the NHDOE’s IDEA, Part B and IDEA Preschool allocation 

procedure, please reach out to Lisa Moody in the Bureau of Student Support at 271-3728 or 

lisa.moody@doe.nh.gov. In addition, the NHDOE is hosting a meeting with OSEP on August 21, at 9:00 

a.m. in Room 15 at the Department of Education to discuss the required allocation procedure. This 

meeting will allow any Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent and/or Administrator of Special 

Education who has remaining questions to have the opportunity to hear from and talk with the NHDOE 

and OSEP directly.  Please RSVP by August 19, to Danielle Younie at Danielle.Younie@doe.nh.gov or 

at 603-271-3075 if you plan on attending.  

 

 

Thank you. 

 


