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 State Advisory Committee (SAC) for Children with Disabilities 
Advising the New Hampshire Department Education per RSA 186-C:3-b 

 

May 5, 2021 
4:30pm – 7:00pm 

 

Via Zoom 
 
In Attendance: 
Lisa Beaudoin (chair), Bonnie Dunham (Co-Chair), Kevin Cushing, Kari Grimes, Dale Boyle, Tina Greco, 
Maureen Shields, Kerri-Lynn Kimner, Christopher O’Reilly, Moira Ryan, Esther Kennedy,  Jennifer Blagriff, 
Leah Lucier-Pike,  Karen Rosenberg, Maureen Tracey, Gordon Muench, Thomas Ryan, Rep. Glen 
Cordelli, Senator Jay Kahn, Tracy Walbridge, Becky Owens, Alicia Houston 
 
Absent:   
Jill Hartmann, Violetta Lortie, Mike Pinard, Anna Barrows, Gregory Magoon, Janet Reed, Jason Henry, 
Melissa McKeon, Lewis Bellows, Donna Curtin  
 
Guests:   
Rebecca Fredette, Administrator, Bureau of Student Support 
Marissa Chan, VR 
Joanne Grobecker 
Alyson Eberhardt 
Shannon Bouchard, visitor 
 
Welcome: 
Lisa Beaudoin (chair) began the meeting at 4:33pm.  Welcome to the meeting. 
SAC members introduced themselves and their role on the Committee. 
 
Approval of April 7, 2021 SAC Meeting Minutes   
 
Bonnie made a motion to approve the April 7, 2021 meeting minutes as amended, Karen seconded 
the motion. 
15 approved, 4 abstentions, 0 opposed.   Motion is carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
 

Moira inquired as to how SAC is processing voting, how is SAC doing number counts for letter(s) that 
SAC drafts and sends, what has been the process – voting on a roll call and/or hand vote? 
SAC members held a discussion on the process. When a vote is unanimous, have not outlined the 
“yes” “no” “abstentions” within the minutes as the vote was unanimous. 
Per Governor executive order – meeting remotely all votes need to be by roll call.  
 

Moira made a motion the capture the number of votes on motions made, seconded by Maureen 
Tracey. 
 

A roll call vote was held on the above motion. 
6 approved, 4 abstentions, 12 opposed.   The motion does not carry. 
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Lisa – New England Legal Assistance has been tracking students with IEPs and modified curriculum 
graduating at age 18 with a regular education high school diploma without the requisite skills, very 
concerned. Youth Law Project 
 
Maureen Tracey – met with a group of parents who would like to work on graduation requirements. 
 
Bureau update from Rebecca Fredette, American Relief Plan $, DOE funds for summer programs, 
questions 
 

The State Performance Plan (SPP) / Annual Performance Report (APR) was submitted in February; the 
Bureau has received back from OSEP for clarification.  There was no slippage. Clarification requested 
centered on typos, incorrectly listed fiscal year and the impact of COVID for Indicator 8, Parent 
Involvement Survey and Indicator 14, Post School Outcomes Survey.  We are correcting and including 
the demographic information, switched to an electronic survey due to COVID – increased number on 
surveys, but not the demographics. 
 
The Bureau has been working on monitoring, making changes, presented to the districts on a Thursday, 
call with the field.  Presented to SAC – Monitor Districts under the Components of General Supervision. 
Beck will send a copy of the PowerPoint to the SAC. 
 

• Will be holding stakeholder meetings for input and participation 
• Summer - review of procedures and forms 
• Fall – continue work with stakeholders and finalize the process 
• Winter – create technical assistance and guidance 
• Spring 2020 - implement 

  
Questions: 

 Will you be reaching out to parent organizations?   
o OSEP has changed some of their guidelines for stakeholder groups and the Bureau  

is following these guidelines. 
 How can SAC participate over the summer? Should we wait until SAC retreat? 

o  Would be up to the SAC, the Bureau will ensure that SAC gets invites to all meetings 
scheduled.   

 Timeframe that the Department needs to submit the new State Performance Plan (SPP)? 
o Submit new targets in the fall, late November. 

 Dates for public comment? 
o Dates have not been established as this time. 

 
Esther made a motion to have a SAC meeting in August to provide input on the State’s SPP, motion 
seconded by Kevin. 
 
Motion on the table, all in favor of an August SAC meeting, put up your hand or say “I”. 
18 approved, 1 abstentions, 1 opposed.   Motion is carried. 
 
Wednesday, August 25th via Zoom.  Requested, for consistency, to hold the meeting the first 
Wednesday of the month.  Lisa suggested August 15th to look at the SPP targets – 4:30pm-7:00pm. 
 
 
American Recovery Funds - 650 million, the State will be having public comment and the districts need 
to also have a plan and have a public comment and agreed to accept the funds, depends on each 
district. 
 
If SAC would like to put together comments/input, Becky will submit to the Division Director for her to 
submit. 
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Some of the areas currently being looked at are: 
Impact COVID has had on last summer learning and enrichment programs, after school programs, 
emergency and other needs and subgroups of students including low income families, children with 
disabilities, English learners language learners racial and ethnic minorities, homeless, migratory and 
foster care students, those that may have been particularly affected by the pandemic and how some 
of those funds might be used to even that out a bit, and provide the support so that the most 
vulnerable populations might need. 
 
If you are interested in providing comment. You need to provide your input to a task force designee by 
Monday May 10, and then that designee will have a week to assemble feedback to present to the full 
Task Force on Monday May 17. This is a very short window of notice, although people could give input 
directly to the Commissioner. 
 
This brings up the idea of have a special SAC meeting, that would not be an official meeting, but a 
special meeting of SAC, the first Wednesday in June, where the Commissioner will come and talk to us. 
 
Bonnie made a motion that we have a special meeting on June 2 that will not count against anybody 
who cannot make it, motion seconded by Karen. 
 
Vote taken by raise of hand, or “I” 
19 approved, 1 abstention, 0 opposed.   Motion is carried, a special SAC meeting will be held in June.  
June 2nd – 4:30pm-7:00pm 
 
Dyslexia presentation discussion – Jenn B and Jill H 
Tabled to the June meeting 
Would like to propose a reading subcommittee 
  
Praxis letter, drafted by Dale Boyle 
Tabled to the June meeting 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
Are there any nominations for Chair of SAC for 2021-2022? 
 
Esther nominated Lisa, seconded by Gordon 
Tracy nominated Alicia, seconded by Moira 
 
Lisa  
It has been a very difficult and stressful transition to the Zoom meeting and carrying all of the duties and 
making sure all of the voices are heard. I think I've spent a great deal of time paying attention to what's 
going on for students with disabilities across New Hampshire and responding to families and members 
of the SAC and making sure that subcommittees function and flow.  I think I have been very responsive 
to all of the changes that have come to this role, it is important to have continuity and leadership as we 
move out of COVID. In addition, I would, I also think it is important to have a new  
Co-Vice Chair, have appreciated working with all members of SAC and is happy to serve one more 
year as Chair. 
 
Alicia, do you accept your nomination?  Yes, Alicia accepts. 
 
Alicia  
I am a parent of two children, both with a special education needs in the Nashua School District. 
Over the last year, I have spent a lot of time advocating for the kids throughout the State, and we were 
able to run the campaign and be able to get our schools reopened to a five day a week in person 
learning option for the students.  
I have a lot of experience with the leadership roles and I recently went through the Parent Information 
Center training. 
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As a parent who has gone through the COVID process, who lived it who was in the trenches with the 
parents who experienced the same struggle struggles and who also had to work cohesively with school 
districts, the transitional piece for me would be somewhat seamless, because I have a really good 
working knowledge of upcoming legislation. I have good relationships built in the education community 
and we need to make some significant changes and we need to help our kids, what better way to do 
that and to collectively come together with a group like this where, you know, creative solutions and 
outside the box thinking while we're following the federal and state laws and holding our school districts 
accountable for the children who are in the special education community. 
 
Lisa turned the meeting over to Bonnie for the vote.   Meeting opened up for SAC members to say a 
few words about the nominees.   
 

A roll call vote was held on the vote for Chair of SAC for 2021-2022. 
13 votes for Lisa, 4 votes for Alicia, 2 abstentions 
 
Nominations, Old Business, New Business – Announcements, Comments 
 
Tina nominated Marissa Chan for the membership requirement for State Official from VR.  This 
membership role does not need a vote. 
 

Marissa Chan 
I work with vocational rehabilitation, I am a student transition specialist and vocational rehabilitation 
counselor. I work out of the Manchester and Nashua offices and provide workshops for high school 
students with disabilities in Hillsborough and Rockingham County. 
  
Bonnie nominated Joanne Grobecker, seconded by Maureen Shields. 
Joanne is a parent and she had recently completed the Parent Information Center (PIC) Parent 
Advocate Training.  Joanne is very knowledgeable and will be a great asset to SAC. 
 

Vote was held 
All in Favor- 0 abstentions  
 
Jennifer nominated Alyson Eberhardt, seconded by Esther 
Alyson works with the teachers and educators working with her student, takes a collaboration 
approach for success for her children and others as well. 
 
Vote was held 
All in Favor- 0 abstentions  
 
New or old business   

The Due Process subcommittee has the opportunity to meet with Diana Fenton; Bonnie will send out 
dates, please select a date and continue with that great work. 
 
Public Comment 
 

Tracey sent information to share with SAC 
• Connections – May 22nd 
• Youth Survivors Network – June 9th 
• Join the Three States Fun – Jun 4th 

 

Barbara will e-mail to SAC for all to share with your networks 
 

Alicia made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ether.  All in favor 
Meeting adjourned at 7:08pm 
 

Next meeting 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021| 4:30pm-7:00pm via Zoom 


