Honoring the Nominees
for 2022 New Hampshire
Teacher of the Year
Every day a New Hampshire teacher makes a difference in the life of a
child. Every year the NH Department of Education honors outstanding
educators who make their communities, profession, and the world a
better place.

INSTRUCT
ENCOURAGE
PRAISE
INFLUENCE
SHARE
GUIDE
INSPIRE

Sarah Babcock
Parker-Varney
School,
Manchester

“Long before I ever attended college,
earned a degree, or accepted a
teaching position, I found my calling as
an educator from within the four walls
of my own kindergarten classroom
back in 1985. One day, my
kindergarten teacher, Ms. Smith,
invited me to conduct my own lesson
for the class to demonstrate how to
make paper baskets. Standing in front
of the class — I felt electric, energized,
and excited to share my knowledge
and enthusiasm to learn something
new. It sparked a passion in me that
hasn't left yet.”

Anna Barry
Kindergarten
Teacher
Henry Wilson
Elementary
School,
Manchester

“In order to help students
achieve success, a teacher
needs to be an important
presence and hold a
respectable role in a child’s life.
The driving factor in the
classroom is to develop
meaningful relationships with
students. When children know
that their teacher truly cares
about them, they want to
complete their classwork to
the best of their ability.”

“...I come to school every day
ready for a challenge. Each
day is different and I love that
about teaching. I knew from a
young age that I wanted to be
a teacher and have never once
regretted going into the
teaching field... Teachers
touch lives, but so many
students touch our lives and
are placed with us for a
reason.”

Victoria Boothroyd
1st Grade Classroom
Teacher
Wilkins Elementary,
Amherst

Semi-Finalist!

Jill Bradley
Special Education
Manchester
Memorial High
School,
Manchester

“My lessons are done for individualized
student needs and created on an
ongoing basis. Special Education is a
fluid type of programming because a
student’s learning abilities can be
based on very different things. Once a
gap has been closed with one student,
it could mean that there is an
unexpected steep incline in skill gain —
I need to stay proactive and aware of
each student’s current abilities. My
chief goal as a high school teacher is to
do everything in my power to equip my
students with the knowledge and skills
to no longer need me. Every day is an
attempt to put myself out of a job. I
have high expectations for each of my
students and make sure that they are
constantly striving to achieve their
goals and dreams.”

Sarah Caouette
Middle School
English and
Language Arts
Pennichuck
Middle School,
Nashua

“Educating students is the single
most impactful task that we as a
society, in any country in our world,
can singly do to improve and
preserve a healthy and productive
collective society for which we can
make our world livable and
sustainable. Educators in every
classroom everywhere with a
vision, mission, and goals to excel
as educators will move our world
forward in science, medicine,
discoveries, humanity, and
unification.”

Stephen
Capraro
Hollis
Brookline
Middle School,
Hollis

“When students feel safe in the
classroom, they are able to
think for themselves and take
risks with their work... When
you combine the feeling of
classroom unity with the
individual relationship each
student has with the teacher in
the room, a sense of
community becomes a natural
part of the day.”

Sara Casassa
Grades 6
through 8
Language Arts
Barnard School,
South Hampton

“Sara brings out the best in
everyone, encouraging them to
strive for success and reach out
and expand their comfort zone,
all while providing a friendship
and environment where one
feels safe and valued.”

2022 NH Teacher of the Year!

Melissa Chase
4th Grade Teacher
Highland-Goffe’s
Falls Elementary,
Manchester

“Successful students will
ideally view mistakes and
setbacks as bumps in the road
that help them slow down and
keep them on the right path for
learning.”

“The main takeaways I wanted
my students to take away from
their personal narratives were
that their writing matters, your
voice can connect to others,
has the power to help others
and ability to create change for
the better.”

Carly Cohen
5th Grade Teacher
Auburn Village
School, Auburn

“Carly creates environments
where students feel safe to
share their successes and
challenges, and where their
classmates rally around a
student in need.”

Finalist!

Keith Desjardin
Culinary Arts and
Baking Teacher
Pinkerton
Academy, Derry

“I began to thrive off of igniting
a spark, mentoring, and
building connections with
students and helping them see
the grand things that they are
capable of. Regardless of what
a student’s pathway is after
graduation, we have a
tremendous responsibility in
ensuring they are prepared.”

Kim Dittbenner
7th Grade Special
Education
Southside
Middle School,
Manchester

“My students are my family
away from home. We often
share our successes and
our failures, they need to know
that I make mistakes too and
no one expects perfection. As
we all know, “mistakes are
evidence of learning. I believe
that student achievement can
be measured though
experiences just as much as it
can be measured using
standardized testing.”

Beth Dooly
English Teacher
Memorial High
School,
Manchester

“The most successful days - the
ones in which I can see learning
happening - are the days when
I don’t have to say anything. I
can just sit back and let my
students take control of their
own education.”
“Dooly is the teacher whose
walls and desk are plastered
with notes, thank you cards,
original artwork, and photos
from students who have
adored her over the last fifteen
plus years. ”

Bea Douglas
2nd Grade Teacher
Chichester Central
School,
Chichester

“With the many challenges
that are taking place in
education it is now more
important than ever for
educators to have time to
collaborate with one
another. When children have a
voice and choice in their
learning, when they have an
authentic audience and when
they are highly engaged, then
optimum learning takes place.”

“I feel it is important for
students to feel that they are in
a safe environment in order to
take risks such as acting in
front of their peers. It is
important to me to provide
opportunities for my students
to make connections between
what they are learning in my
class to other disciplines.”

Nancy
Fothergill
Music Teacher
Windham
Center School,
Windham

Semi-Finalist!

Sarah Hill
1st and 2nd
Grade Teacher
Canaan
Elementary
School,
Canaan

“Rather than being a one-shot
lesson, this turned into an
activity that my class wanted
to continue for the rest of the
school year. Day after day, they
would finish their work, then
run to the art center to create
small, colorful signs with such
positive messages. They are
eager to show me what they
are learning, often throwing up
their hand – or forgetting to,
and calling out excitedly”

Charlene Kurtz
Kindergarten and
1st Grade Teacher
McDonough
School, Manchester

“Despite drastic changes in the
platform, I found that the
ability of students to learn did
not. I often plant the seed of a
lesson and allow the students
to let it grow. We all have a
story to tell”

Michelle Lincoln
Mathematics
Teacher
Manchester
Memorial High
School,
Manchester

“Teaching is about human
lives. It occurred to me that I
wasn’t just teaching math but
that I’m teaching my students
to be successful. When
students leave my classroom, I
want them to have the tools
and the drive to keep learning
throughout their lives.”

Pamela Lujiri
Manchester
Central High
School,
Manchester

“I welcome my students by
calling them one by one as
they enter class which they
greatly appreciate as it
makes them have a sense of
belonging…a classroom
environment that allows all
learners to feel accepted and
welcomed no matter what
their ability is or where they
come from. A successful
teacher will always learn
from another teacher
something new”

Joyce Miller
Grades 6 through
8 Special
Education
Hillside Middle
School,
Manchester

“I believe that the major
reason anyone should
consider becoming a
teacher should be to
enrich, encourage and
help each student to
reach their maximum
potential. The way to
achieve this is to focus on
the student. I feel that the
educational delivery
system has strayed from
that mission.”

Lauren Morrocco
Kindergarten
through 3rd Grade
Art Teacher
Center Woods,
Weare

“If I were to make a
change in the
education system that
exists today, it would
be to refocus.” We
need to look through
the eyes of the
students. Feel it all
through their
perspective. I would
encourage others to
slow down and realign
their mission back to
the true priority- the
students.”

Katherine Peters
Kindergarten
through 2nd Grade
Special Education
Fuller Elementary,
Keene

“Throughout my career I
have found it important to
interact with all students and
try to form a relationship and
make a connection with each
student in the school,
whether I work directly with
them or not…. By including
myself in the school
community, I am modeling
an inclusive setting and
hopefully creating a
community where all
students welcome each
other regardless of their
differences.”

Rebecca
Scherborn
Grade 8 ELA
Seabrook
Middle School,
Seabrook

“I am a champion of teachers. I
LOVE what I do. It’s not just the
act of teaching I find
invigorating, it is working with
a band of humans who are
actively trying to impact our
community and our world….
My enthusiasm is contagious
and I have a gift for drawing
out people to join in the fun of
teaching.”

Sherry Tellier
Kindergarten
through 5th Grade
Health
Highland-Goffe’s
Falls Elementary,
Manchester

“I love being a teacher. It is
what wakes me up every
morning and fills me with joy. I
love walking into my classroom
and waiting for the day to
begin….It is a place where all
who enter feel loved, safe,
supported, challenged, cared
for wanted and welcomed.”

John Scott
Thomas
Grades 1
through 6
Elementary
Classroom
Teacher
Harrisville Wells,
Harrisville

Semi-Finalist!

“Don’t make your students do
something. Make your
students WANT to do
something by immersing them
in meaningful, challenging, and
enjoyable learning
experiences. I don’t see myself
as only a teacher, but also a
facilitator of knowledge- a colearner who creates an active
environment and embraces
student’s prior knowledge and
unique learning styles while I
learn more about my students.
We must help our students be
their best selves.”

Andrew Tyler
Computer Science
WiltonLyndeborough
Cooperative
Middle High
School, Wilton

Finalist!

With the shift in 2020-2021 to remote
learning, Mr. Tyler was a valuable asset to
colleagues and families alike as he helped
them navigate into a digital learning
environment. He’s an advocate for ProjectBased Learning, and recently built an new
course around this model. The course has
students filming, editing, writing, and
designing a Student Run News Show, and
blends academic skills with people skills. He
says that PBL allows for more student
ownership of their learning. Whether they are
learning circuitry, creating apps, or working
with VEX robotics, they are able to have
choice in their final product. A key
component of Tyler’s lessons are helping
students break down complex problems into
manageable steps “Successful teachers help
students see that everyone approaches
problems differently and we can learn a lot
from how someone else solves a problem
and that should be celebrated.”

Pamela Walter
5th Grade Teacher
Smyth Road
School, Manchester

Ms. Walter notes the
importance of shifting the
focus in the educational
system “to focus on developing
lifelong learners instead of
focusing on delivering
information.” A big part of this
change”, says Walters, “is to
teach students how to filter
reliable sources, and how to
recognize bias in the media
they consume”. Another
component of living in an
information-driven
technological society, is to
build social skills in working
with others. “The world is
changing rapidly and our
educational system needs to
change with it.”

Mallory
Willette
Gossier Park
School,
Manchester

Ms. Willette says “My job as an
educator is to empower
students to lead their own
learning.” She goes on to
describe the “Wildly Important
Goals,” or WIGS, that students
set for themselves. This
process of goal setting proves
important in her Project-Based
Learning units. One such unit
saw students solving a problem
they saw in their school
community: that some children
did not bring snacks to school
because they didn’t have food
at home. With the guidance of
Ms. Willette, her 3rd graders
researched, developed, and
implemented the Snack Shack
to address this issue.

Alyssa Wonkka
4th and 5th Grade
Teacher
Stewartstown
Community
School, West
Stewartstown

Ms. Wonkka currently teaches a
combined class of 4th and 5th
graders, where she focuses on
not only academic skills and
knowledge, but “developing the
whole child.” She describes an
economics lesson in which her
students learn in real time about
supply and demand as they help
themselves to snacks. Not only
do they learn about distribution
of resources, but feel empathy as
they realize there might not be
enough for all. Then they engage
in critical thinking and problem
solving to make the connections
between this activity and the real
world. She says, “Education is
not about the educator, but
rather the learner. A true
educator is a learner on an
everlasting quest for more
knowledge and experience from
which to grow and to share.”

