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State Advisory Committee (SAC)  
For the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Advising the NH Department of Education per RSA 186-C:3-b 

Via Zoom 
4:30pm – 7:00pm 

 

April 1, 2020 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 
In Attendance: 
Lisa Beaudoin (chair), Bonnie Dunham (vice-chair), Tina Greco, Kevin Cushing, Jason Henry, Bebe 
Casey, Janet Reed, Karen Rosenberg, Gregory Magoon, Representative Glenn Cordelli, 
Melissa McKeon, Maureen Shields, Le’Ann Millender, Representative Tamara Le, Alicia Ferguson, 
Christopher O’Reilly, Violetta Lortie, Meagan Cullinane, Esther Kennedy, Kerri-Lynn Kimner, Moria Ryan, 
Kari Grimes, Anna Barrows 
 
Guests:   
Rebecca Fredette, Administrator, Bureau of Student Support 
Kristen | Anna Barrows mother 
Tonya K (not sure who this is) 
 
Absent: 
Susan Rasicot, Leah Lucier-Pike, Kelly Walker, Senator Jean Dietsch, Senator J. Kahn, Mike Pinard, Jill 
Hartmann, Sandra Rauechle,  Thomas Ryan, Dale Boyle 
 
Welcome, Introductions of SAC Members & Guests 

• Lisa Beaudoin began the meeting at 4:32pm 
• Participants introduced themselves and their role on SAC 

 
Public Comment 
No public comment 
 
Approval of Minutes 

• Approval of the March 4, 2020 meeting minutes tabled to next month.    
 
Bureau update from Rebecca Fredette, (Commissioner Edelblut may join at some point during the NH 
SAC Comm meeting).  
Becky Fredette, Administrator, Bureau of Student Support 
Working hard on Covid-19 responsibilities; webinars and three (3) pieces of guidance and will be 
holding another webinar tomorrow, April 2nd at 12pm. 
Working with districts around services being provided, working with the Commissioner 

• Webinar on NH Remote Learning, recording on the Department’s website 
• Webinar on Tuesday, March 2nd at 12pm, will be recorded and posted to the Department’s 

website. 
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We are currently working on compensatory services and will be providing guidance in the near future. 
 

Who is the audience for these webinars? 
Special Education Directors, Private Providers, Charter Schools, representatives from Parent Information 
Center (PIC) and the New Hampshire Association of Special Education Administrators  (NHASEA) and 
New Hampshire School Administrators Association (NHSAA). 
 

Where are these webinars posted? 
On the Department’s website | NH Learns Remotely Screen | Schools | Operations | News & 
Guidance.  Includes:  News & Guidance from the NHDOE, Resources, Support of Facilities, Conference 
Calls with School Leaders, Remote Learning Maps and Charts, and Special Education Resource 
Guidelines. 
 

Would be helpful to include a link on the Main Page. 
You will find the link on the Department’s Main Page, scroll down to NH Learns Remotely. 
 

Can the SAC be included in the notification of these webinars? 
Yes, will have Mary Ellen send invitations out to SAC. 
 

Will the Department be providing guidance for school districts when changes are necessary due to 
Covid-19? 
Information to be provided in the webinar on Thursday. 
 

IEP changes should not be made due to remote learning. They should be made based on students 
needs.  At this point IEPs should not be amended to include compensatory services. 
 

Due process, mediation and hearings, how is the Department handling? 
They can still be virtually.  Can still have an IEP meeting.  Receiving signatures, we have not received 
guidance from OSEP to obtain electronic signatures. 
 

Thank you Becky and the Commissioner in getting the information out to the field. Appreciated. 
 

School districts are going to reduce their services, alternate, ESY. 
There is no language in IDEA for alternate service plan, best to maintain services as best as possible. 
Every effort to provide what students need.  Some districts dealing with not enough staff to cover all 
services. 
 

Regarding IEP services is there any sort of discussion or plan to evaluate possible regression post Covid 
with the Commissioner. 
Commissioner in discussions. 
 

Recommendation concerning the number of hours, days of instruction receiving? 
The Commissioner is working on this. 
 

Plans for long term. 
Commissioner is looking at possibly making it a longer term, looking at needs from districts and what 
they need for local support.  Most is local control. 
 

Federal CARES Act, is there funding for students with disabilities? 
CARES Act money is going to Title 1 anything you can do to get any of these funds for special 
education and some of these districts as a group and a time.  Also, electronic signatures. 
 

Talking with the Commissioner in need of funding for special education, private providers, in order to to 
support our schools and our students, to not to set up to fail. 
 

o Can SAC do something? 
o Individuals write letters. 
o Most districts have kept all staff members on. 
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o Working around the clock and hearing about compensatory education at this time is ruffling a little 
bit; at this time would like to see where we end up in June. 

o Through work and connections with family 95% is going good.  The other 5% is not so good, vast 
majority of schools are doing good, parents in complex situations. 

 

Providers that work with kids after school providing services, when schools are short of staff, has the 
Department of Education talked with DHHS to fast track to share connections to make this easier? 
NH different than any other state, good at getting stakeholders together, facilitated meetings of 
families and providers would could come up with solutions.  Encourage the department to get 
together.   
 

The Bureau has not heard from anyone who is short of paraprofessional, have reached out to DHHS, 
childcare centers are still open.  Para who need work, there are resources  
Encourage / facilitate a group on issues, creative solutions from stakeholders group.  
Can pass on to the Commissioner. 
 
Have twenty (20) staff working hard. Teacher have been turned upside and all students are working 
remotely and all teachers are tired.  A pitch for educators in general, teachers are rocking it providing 
a full school day and kids have not missed a beat.  Working full hours, 
Has there been discussion doing 4 days, shortening the school year.  Private Provider rates are set by 
the NHDOE as a daily rate; could there be consideration about whether there can be some waivers 
for Private Providers?   
 

At this point no waivers are under way to shorten the school year; making 4 days of instruction and 
one day for teachers to check in for instruction | see how you are doing | what supports do you 
need. 
Hearing not having April vacation and getting out of school a week earlier 
Commissioner has had requests he has not discussed it yet. 
 

o I hope that we are a group are supporting you, the Department/Bureau are trying very hard to 
provide guidance. 

 

People being creative; is there a platform for a district to share with other districts?  How can this be 
shared? 
NH Learns Remotely includes a location for sharing ideas.  Becky can share on weekly Zoom meetings. 
   
Esther is sharing within regions, problem with families that have gone off the grid and not connecting 
with us.  Doing food run to connect with families.  Many families, schooling is not there priority cannot 
get families to participate.  Doesn’t know how to get families connected and the kids at a place to be 
educated. 
The Office of Student Wellness and Bureau of Nutrition is working on this issue. 

o We cannot reach out to each child, you are doing the best you can, and there are resources 
that parents can access for guidance/help/relief.  Think about putting together resources and 
get them out to parents.  Have putting resources in the lunches we are distributing. 

o Districts are working hard and teachers performing at high levels, New Hampshire is a shining 
star right now. 

o Should not invalidate that remote learning doesn’t work for some students, as they don’t have 
the one on one learning to reach goals. For some families whose students need 24/7, eyes on. 

o Some student aren’t ready for learning due to circumstances at home. 
 

What is being doing for the majority of students who need the one-on-one support and cannot access 
remote learning? What is happening out there?  Despite what is happening, 24/7 eyes on and working 
remotely. 
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IPP is coordinating a range of things, going into homes, telehealth and offered one of our offices not in 
use for a limited number of students, based on social distancing, as an option.  
  
Para’s are checking in with parents to see what they made need, case managers, classroom teachers 
as well, have not been in class, what do you need.  Have changed to paper/pencil as electronic is 
not working for them.  Districts reaching out to parents, how can I be your child’s teacher?   Teaching 
the parent on how to modify their learning environment.   
 

For families who are not able to institute home learning, what is the guidance coming out of the 
Department? 
Do the best you can, talk with your district what is working not working and what works best for these 
student/family working together for a plan that works for them. 
 

Any other questions for Becky?  You’re doing a great job Becky. 
If you have additional questions, please send Becky an e-mail:  Rebecca.Fredette@doe.nh.gov  
You are doing a herculean job in a very short time.  Thank you! 
 

Lisa proposed a change to the remained our SACs time together on the agenda.  Anything else you 
think we should discuss. 

o Recommendations for long term 
o SAC Letter of encouragement for funding from Title I to Special Education 
o Meeting wasn’t advertised days ahead, not sure if we can make a recommendation from SAC 
o Can submit that we met as a work group and submit recommendations 
o What do the by-laws say? Did we not post on the website? 
o The link for the zoom call was not posted to the DOE website, simply by accident, is not a 

public meeting. 
o Would be good to make recommendations and praise the Department for their work in 

providing guidance in a short period and swift action taken for remote learning for all members 
of the school communities. 

o Advocate for the Commissioner on the federal funding coming into the State receive funding 
for all students, including students with disabilities to receive FAPE. 

o By-laws, SAC able to make recommendations, may not specially address this.  May be able to 
send a letter of recommendations. 

Bonnie made a motion to send a letter that praises the department and a request that whatever 
funding at federal level is received, to ensure a priority for the education of children with disabilities. 
Karen seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was held.  21 in favor, 2 members had left the meeting prior 
to the vote, 0 abstentions, 0 opposed. 
 
In need a subcommittee to read the draft:  Karen Bonnie, Le’Ann, Tamara, Melissa.   
 
Lisa include money and praise; encourage sharing of ideas and best practices. Encouragement of 
train the trainer. 
 
Do we have the authority to send this letter?  The letter will cover thanking the department, asking for 
funds and collaboration. 
 

Opportunity to share good stories and sharing the link on the Department website; letters to the editor 
is a good outreach for the department and families for all the good work being done. Newspapers, 
share letters about positive work being accomplished.  WMUR has a shout out feature, can provide a 
shout out about your district. 

mailto:Rebecca.Fredette@doe.nh.gov
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Lisa inquired if anyone had a story or perspective to share with the group 
 

o IEPs are becoming families IEPs, not student specific; manage students, your own kids and the 
news coming in. 

o Kids are going to drop off, some students are very hard to reach, there are a number of 
students who are going to suffer from this. 

o Wondering about the families and abuse, getting out of the house, sharing child’s disability, 
parents who are illiterate or don’t have the computer skills. 

o Concerned about people falling through the cracks and going away from education.  Be 
extra watchful, when the opportunity presents itself. 

o ESL and the homeless kids, kids without stable homes, one computer - a percentage of 
students at risk. 

o Doing group work to keep an eye open on situations.  A family can be great one day and the 
next day a family member is quarantined, fragile kids now have the added stress.  Some 
students are doing better with the remote learning – the unknown is the hardest part.   What is 
going great today can change tomorrow. 

o Students checking in, thriving, don’t have normal anymore and this feels normal for them now, 
they are shining stars at this point.  Kids need us and the stability and the teachers are doing 
great. 

o A consultant from CAST and an educator wrote a beautiful article how remote learning has 
turned life upside down but in a beautiful way, published in the Keene Sentinel and on the 
Department’s website. 

o VR is still meeting with folks – remotely, have a set aside group of counselors providing different 
types of transition in the high schools – now providing by Zoom.  Using driveways chutes and 
ladders for learning life skills class.  This experience has been cathartic also and has given us 
time to slow down to be able to look at the do things differently.  Once back in the schools 
have anew modality. 

o Connections first, education second 
 
Nominations, Old Business, New Business, Announcements, Comments from the Chair Nominations –  
New business items  
 
Bonnie:  reminder, next month is the vote for the SAC Chair for next year; this is in the by-laws to vote  
in May.  If anyone is eager to become Chair to let Lisa know, Lisa is happy to continue to serve as 
Chair.  Bonnie would like SAC to stay status quo. 
 

Representative Tamara Le – thank you for having today’s meeting via Zoom, a real help to her as a 
legislator, if you can, continue this process to include people in the meetings. 
 

6:10pm Janet made a motion to adjourn, Jason seconded. All in favor. 
 
Next meeting – Wednesday, May 6, 2020 | 4:30pm-7:00pm 
TBD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


