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The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is a federally-funded, state-administered program. 
SFSP reimburses program operators who serve free healthy meals and snacks to children and 
teens in low-income areas. 

The Summer Food Service Program is designed to fill the nutrition gap and make sure children 
can get the nutritious meals they need.  

During the school year, many children receive free and reduced-price breakfast and lunch 
through the School Breakfast and National School Lunch Programs. What happens when 
school lets out? Hunger is one of the most severe roadblocks to the learning process. Lack of 
nutrition during the summer months may set up a cycle for poor performance once school 
begins again. Hunger also may make children more prone to illness and other health issues.  

Program details:  
 Meals are FREE to children and teens ages 18 and younger who come to a summer 

meals site.  

 Food served follows USDA nutrition guidelines.   

 Summer meals sites are at schools, churches, community centers and other safe places 
for kids and teens.  

 Many sites offer educational and recreational activities that kids of all ages can 
participate in so they can eat, hang out with friends and take part in activities offered.  

 Parents don’t need to apply to the program to get a free summer meal for their kids. 
They can just bring their child to a summer meals site in their community.  

 

Households should visit websites and social media pages of the school districts and 
municipalities on a daily basis for the most current information. Locations and times for meal 
service and distribution vary with each location, and are subject to change as programs 
continue to adapt to demand and changing logistics.   
 

The Meals for Kids Site Finder was developed by USDA Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) to 
help children, parents, and others quickly and easily find summer meal sites near them. The 
site finder, available for use at no charge, is a web-based application that also works on 
tablets, smartphones and other mobile devices without the need to download. 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids  
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids


USDA Nondiscrimination Statement  
 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race,  
color, national origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA.   
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact 
the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of 
hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. 
 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by:  
 
(1)  mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

 
(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
 
(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 
 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html

