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LEA Plan on the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services

This document is intended to meet the federal statutory requirement that, within 30 days of receiving ARP
ESSER LEA allocation (anticipated May 24th), an LEA shall publish an LEA Plan on the Safe Return to In-
Person Instruction and Continuity of Services, which is often called a “school district reopening plan.”

Note, if an LEA developed a plan before The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was enacted on 03/11/2021
that complied with the federal statutory requirements for public posting and comments but does not meet all of
the requirements below, then the LEA must revise its plan no later than six months after receiving ARP
ESSER funds

For further context, please reference ARPA (https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-
bill/1319/text) or the Interim Final Requirements of ARP ESSER (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-
2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf).

General Information

LEA Name: Souhegan Cooperative School District

Date of Publication: 8/31/2020 - Revised 12/23/21

Transparency and Accessibility

This plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services was published and
made publicly available online here:

Descr' pt'on SAU #39 website : https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.sau39.org//cms/lib/NH01912488/Centricity/Domain/588/Reopening+Plan+Aug+31.pdf

Before making the plan publicly available, the LEA sought public comment on the plan and took such
comments into account in the development of the plan (please check one).
Yes: [H| Somewhat: [_] No:[_]

Descrl ptl On *  The re-opening task force was created in June 2020 to advise the superintendent of schools about how to re-open schools. In addition to the task force, five sub-groups were created that allowed greater particif

The plan is in an understandable and uniform format (please check one):
Yes: [H] Somewhat: [_] No: []

Descri ption: The reopening plan format and document layout was crafted with the input of many stakeholders to ensure ease of use.

The plan, to the extent practicable, is written in a language that parents can understand or, if not
practicable, orally translated (please check one):

Yes:[H] Somewhat: [ ] No:[_]

Descr' pt' On " The reopening plan format and document language was crafted with the input of many stakeholders to ensure ease of use. The plan is written in a language that is understandable to the community at large give

The plan, upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability, is provided in an alternative
format accessible to that parent (please check one):

Yes:[H] Somewhat: [ | No: []

Description: Yes, provided upon request.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf
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Health and Safety

How the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other school and LEA
staff:
Descrl ptl on d u rl ng SY20_2 7: see reopening pian at the following lnk for specifics regarding social istancing, PPE requirements, cleaning and other protocols in place to meet CDC and State guideli

H H M « The 21-22 reopening plan will be used to guide the response to COVID relative to the health and safety needs in FY21-22. Our reopening plan with detailed safety
Description during SY21-22:

The LEA’s adoption of the following CDC health and safety strategies are described below:

(Note federal regulation on this plan requires such reporting, but does not require adoption of CDC
safety recommendations. The NH DOE recognizes schools will implement localized safety measures
based on the guidance provided by the CDC, NH Public Health, and local public health officials.)

a. Universal and correct wearing of masks:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No:[]
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No:[]

Descri pt| on Of both SY'S: 52021 mask wearing requirements were determined based on the COVID status classifcation system defined in our reopening plan and in compliance with CDC and

SY21-22 will follow a similar process for determining mask wearing requirements throughout the school year. See our reopening plan for more hitps://www.sau39.0rg/si ashx?

b. Physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding and modifying facilities):
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: []
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No:[]
Descrlptlon Of both SYS SY20-21 physical distancing requirements were determined based on the COVID status classification system defined in our reopening plan and in complianc

SY21-22 will follow a similar process for determining physical distancing requirements throughout the school year. See our reopening plan for more hitps:/www.sau39. ashx?

c. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: [J
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: []
Descnpuon Of both SYS SY20-21 hand washing requirements were determined based on the COVID status classification system defined in our reopening plan and in compliance with C

SY21-22 will follow a similar process for hand washing and respiratory etiquette throughout the school year. See our reopening plan for more i ion: hitps:/ au39 ashx?

d. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: [
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [_] No: []
Descr'pt'on Of both SYS: sv20:21 cleaning, disinfecting, and ventiation pracices were determined based on the COVID status classification system defined in our reopening plan an:

SY21-22 will follow a similar process for cleaning, disinfecting and ventilation practices hroughout the school year. See our reopening plan for more i https:/A au39. ashx?

e. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State,
local, territorial, and/or Tribal health departments:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: []
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: ]
Description Of both SY'S:  sv20:21 Testing Notfication Requirements were followed as defined in our reopening plan: Due to the Districts desire to noify parents and staff when a me

SY21-22 will follow testing notification requirements and contact tracing requirements as directed by NH DHHS. See our reopening plan for more https:/www.sau39. if ashx?

f. Diagnostic and screening testing:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: (]
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No:[]
Description Of both SYs: SY20-21 Screening and testing requirements as defined in our reopening plan: Symptom questionnaire required for access to the building with restrictions o

SY21-22 will follow screening and testing requirements as outlied by NH DHHS and the CDC. See our reopening plan for more i ion: hitps:/ au39 ashx?

g. Efforts to provide vaccinations to school communities:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: []
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During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No:[]

DeSC“ pt|0n Of both SYS For SY20-21 a vaccination clinic was organized in coordination with the State and other local school districts.

In SY21-22, should the need arise, additional resources will be made available as needed to respond to the status of the COVID pandemic. We will make our building available for vaccination clinic as requested or
neded.

h. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety
policies:
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [ No: []
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: ] No: []
Description of both SYs: SY20-21, particular attention was paid to meeting the individual needs of students with disabilities. Both in-person and remote options were considered in d

SY21-22 will follow similar protocols to provide appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safely policies.

i. Coordination with state and local health officials (please check one):
During SY20-21 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: [
During SY21-22 (check one): Yes: Somewhat: [] No: []

DeSC“ pt| on Of both SYS * In'SY20-21 the Superintendent was very involved in maintaining communication with State and local health officials. The Superintendent complied with the
SY21-22 will follow similar coordination efforts with state and local health officials.

Continuity of Services

The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing student academic needs:
Desc“ ptl on d u ri ng SY20_2 l * 5Y2021 was broken into multiple segmens. A noted in our reopening plan, Segment 2 Focused on Academic Readiness. During the second segment of the scf

DESCI’I ptl on d u I’I ng SYZ 1_22 * We will assess students in the beginning of the school year, as did last year, to determine academic needs. We will adjust our curriculum as needed to review prev

The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing student social, emotional, mental, and
other health needs, which may include student health and food services:
Descrlptlon durlng SY20_21 Sy20-21 was broken into multiple segments. As noted in our reopening plan, the first segment of the school year was academically focused, but with intentional focus

Our school counselor worked throughout the year to support individual student needs. In addition, nurses monitored student health and made determinations for quarantining based on state and CDC guidelines. Food service provided frec

DeSCri ptl on d u ri ng SYZ 1_22 * We will focus on welcoming our remote students to the in person learning environment and ensure individual needs of students are met through nursing or school cot

The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing staff social, emotional, mental, and other
health needs:
Descrlptlon durlng SY20_21 As noted in our reopening plan, our success in creating a safe that is i hinged on our ability to provide teachers with appropriate

DeSCri ptl on d u ri ng SYZ 1_22 * We will dedicate time on our welcome back day and in-service day to ensure we are meeting the social and emotional needs of our staff before the school year starts

Teachers will be involved developing the SY21-22 reopening plan to give them a voice in the organization and structure of the school year. Ongoing health needs of our staff will continue to be supported by our school nurse.

Plan Review

The LEA will meet the federal regulatory requirement to review and, as appropriate, revise its Safe
Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan at least every six months through
September 30, 2023 (the award period including the Tydings period). (Note an LEA that developed a
plan before ARPA was enacted on 03/11/2021 that complied with the federal statutory requirements
for public posting and comments but does not meet all of the requirements above must revise its plan
no later than six months after the LEA receives LEA ESSER funds.)

Yes: [H] No: [ ]

D es Cl’i ptl on: A reopening task force has been formed to review and refine reopening plans for SY21-22. The task force established SY21-22 reopening plans to reflect the current needs and requirements regarding the

The task force is of various including staff, members, parents , School Board members , students, and medical personnel. Updates to the plan will be posted on the SAU website.
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In doing so, the LEA will meet the federal statutory requirement to seek public input and take such
input into account in determining whether to revise the plan and, if revisions are determined
necessary, on the revisions it makes to its plan.

Yes: [H] No:

D es Cl’i ptl on: ASY21-22 reopening task force has been formed to review and refine reopening plans for SY21-22. The task force established SY21-22 reopening plans to reflect the current needs and requirements regarding

The task force is i of various including staff, ity members, parents , School Board members , students, and medical personnel . Updates to the plan will be posted on the SAU website.

In doing so, the LEA will also meet the federal regulatory requirement to address CDC safety
recommendations and, if the CDC has updated its safety recommendations at the time the

LEA is revising its plan, each of the updated CDC safety recommendations.

(Note federal regulation on this plan requires such reporting, but does not require adoption of CDC
safety recommendations. The NH DOE recognizes schools will implement localized safety measures
based on the guidance provided by the CDC, NH Public Health, and local public health officials.)

Yes: [H] No: [_]

Descri pti On « Throughout SY21-22, the School Administration and the reopening task force will continue to monitor the status of CDC safety recommendations, communication from NH DOE, State of NH guidance and

Decisions regarding reopening plan modifications will be made at the local level to ensure the best solution for the needs of the community, students, parents and staff while maintaining compliance compliance with CDC and State requireme

VI. Authorization
LEA Superintendent’s Signature: Date:
Adam Steel D 202812 211552 a0 12/23/2021
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VIIIl.  Appendices

Appendix A. ARPA Statutory Excerpt

“(i) Safe return to in-person instruction.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency receiving funds under this section shall develop and make
publicly available on the local educational agency’s website, not later than 30 days after receiving the allocation of funds
described in paragraph (d)(1), a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services.

(2) COMMENT PERIOD.—Before making the plan described in paragraph (1) publicly available, the local
educational agency shall seek public comment on the plan and take such comments into account in the development of the
plan.

(3) PREVIOUS PLANS.—If a local educational agency has developed a plan for the safe return to in-person
instruction before the date of enactment of this Act that meets the requirements described in paragraphs (1) and (2), such
plan shall be deemed to satisfy the requirements under this subsection.”

Appendix B. Interim Final Requirements of ARP ESSER Excerpt

“(3) LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services.
(a) An LEA must describe in its plan under section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act for the safe return to in-person
instruction and continuity of services—
(i) how it will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other staff and the extent to
which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each of the following safety
recommendations established by the CDC:
(A) Universal and correct wearing of masks.
(B) Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/ podding).
(C) Handwashing and respiratory etiquette.
(D) Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation.
(E) Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the
State, local, territorial, or Tribal health departments.
(F) Diagnostic and screening testing.
(G) Efforts to provide vaccinations to school communities.
(H) Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and
safety policies.
(1) Coordination with State and local health officials.
(ii) how it will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address students’
academic needs and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, which may
include student health and food services.
(b) (i) During the period of the ARP ESSER award established in section 2001(a) of the ARP Act, an LEA must
regularly, but no less frequently than every six months (taking into consideration the timing of significant
changes to CDC guidance on reopening schools), review and, as appropriate, revise its plan for the safe return to
in person instruction and continuity of services.
(if) In determining whether revisions are necessary, and in making any revisions, the LEA must seek
public input and take such input into account.
(iii) If at the time the LEA revises its plan the CDC has updated its guidance on reopening schools, the
revised plan must address the extent to which the LEA has adopted policies, and describe any such
policies, for each of the updated safety recommendations.
(c) If an LEA developed a plan prior to enactment of the ARP Act that meets the statutory requirements of
section 2001(i)(1) and (2) of the ARP Act but does not address all the requirements in paragraph (a), the LEA
must, pursuant to paragraph (b), revise and post its plan no later than six months after receiving its ARP ESSER
funds to meet the requirements in paragraph (a).
(d) An LEA’s plan under section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act for the safe return to in-person instruction and
continuity of services must be—
(i) In an understandable and uniform format;
(ii) To the extent practicable, written in a language that parents can understand or, if it is not practicable
to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, be
orally translated for such parent; and
(iii) Upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA, provided in
an alternative format accessible to that parent.”
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	Yes_9: x
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	During SY2122 check one_5: SY20-21 Testing Notification Requirements were followed as defined in our reopening plan:  Due to the District's desire to notify parents and staff when a member of the school community was in contact with someone who had tested positive for COVID-19, parents, adult students and staff were required to notify the school via the school nurse when they or a student tested for COVID-19 and, in addition, the results of the COVID-19 test within 24 hours of receipt of the test results. To the extent possible, all medical information including a positive test result was kept confidential by the school district, but formed the basis of a notification to other students or staff who may have come in contact with the person who tested positive for COVID-19. The District only released personally identifiable student information or the identity of a positive student when it was required to do such by state law, or it was deemed as such to be necessary under the Health and Safety Emergency exception of the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act [“FERPA”] in order to protect the health or safety of the student or others. Contract tracing was done by the  nurses.
	Description of both SYs_5: SY21-22 will follow testing notification requirements and contact tracing requirements as directed by NH DHHS.  See our reopening plan for more information: https://www.sau39.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4963&dataid=11166&FileName=2021-08-25-ReOpeningMemo.pdf  
	Yes_11: x
	Somewhat_15: 
	No_15: 
	Yes_12: x
	Somewhat_16: 
	No_16: 
	During SY2122 check one_6: SY20-21 Screening and testing requirements as defined in our reopening plan:  Symptom questionnaire required for access to the building with restrictions on entry based on answers or observed symptoms by nursing staff;  •Self-monitoring temperature greater than or equal to 100.0F restricts entry to the building.  The nurses  performed student screenings.  Students were sent home when needed and admitted back with a negative test result.  Remote learning options were available to students that could not attend in-person.
	Description of both SYs_6: SY21-22 will follow screening and testing requirements as outlied by NH DHHS and the CDC.  See our reopening plan for more information: https://www.sau39.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4963&dataid=11166&FileName=2021-08-25-ReOpeningMemo.pdf  
	Yes_13: x
	Somewhat_17: 
	No_17: 
	Yes_14: x
	During SY2122 check one_7: For SY20-21 a vaccination clinic was organized in coordination with the State and other local school districts.  
	Somewhat_18: 
	No_18: 
	Description of both SYs_7: In SY21-22, should the need arise, additional resources will be made available as needed to respond to the status of the COVID  pandemic.  We will make our building available for vaccination clinic as requested or neded. 
	Yes_15: x
	Somewhat_19: 
	No_19: 
	Yes_16: x
	Somewhat_20: 
	No_20: 
	During SY2122 check one_8: SY20-21, particular attention was paid to meeting the individual needs of students with disabilities.  Both in-person and remote  options were considered in determining the most effective , healthy and  safe environment for  the students.  
	Description of both SYs_8: SY21-22 will follow similar protocols to provide appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safely policies.
	Yes_17: x
	Somewhat_21: 
	No_21: 
	Yes_18: x
	Somewhat_22: 
	During SY2122 check one_9: In SY20-21 the Superintendent was very involved in maintaining communication with State and local health officials. The Superintendent  complied with  the Governor's  State of Emergency  orders  issued relative to  the COVID-19 pandemic, coordinated efforts with nurses and local health officials and participated in regular zoom meetings with the Commissioner of Education  regarding the status of the pandemic. School nurses met regularly with the state epidemiologist to coordinate between schools and the state.
	No_22: 
	Description of both SYs_9: SY21-22 will follow similar coordination efforts with state and local health officials.
	The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing student academic needs 1: SY20-21 was broken into multiple segments.  As noted in our reopening plan, Segment 2 Focused on Academic Readiness. During the second segment of the school year, we spent time assessing students to determine their current academic level. For grades K-10 we used the NWEA MAP assessment for math and reading. This assessment was administered during the second segment to students whether they were remote or in person. Additional classroom assessments were also utilized to provide teachers with information on which how to best meet student needs. During team meetings and common planning time, we worked with teacher teams to review assessment data and refine our curriculum and instructional plans. Teachers continued to assess students throughout the school year both with the NWEA assessment as well as classroom assessments to ensure we supported students in making significant academic growth.
	The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing student academic needs 2: We will assess students in the beginning of the school year, as did last year, to determine academic needs. We will adjust our curriculum as needed to review previous grade level concepts and provide intervention supports. In addition, we anticipate having nearly all of our students in person, unless medically necessary to be remote.
	Description during SY2021_2: 
	Description during SY2122_2: 
	other health needs which may include student health and food services 1: Sy20-21 was broken into multiple segments.  As noted in our reopening plan, the first segment of the school year was academically focused, but with intentional focus on developing connections between anchoring adults and students, establishing communication protocols and systems, and preparing for success in our disrupted environment.
	other health needs which may include student health and food services 2: We will focus on welcoming our remote students to the in person learning environment and ensure individual needs of students are met through nursing or school counseling services.
	Description during SY2021_3: Our school counselor worked throughout the year to support individual student needs. In addition, nurses monitored student health and made determinations for quarantining based on state and CDC guidelines. Food service provided free lunch to all students.
	Description during SY2122_3: 
	The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing staff social emotional mental and other 1: As noted in our reopening plan, our success in creating a safe environment that is academically successful  hinged on our ability to provide teachers with appropriate support and professional development in re-organizing curriculum. By segmenting our school year and creating teams of teachers, teachers spent time preparing their classroom activities and lessons while also re-organizing their structures to support the dynamic nature of the non-traditional school year. We needed funding to allow all teachers two additional days of paid professional development leading up to the school year and for continued opportunities during the school year. In addition, each of our bargaining units were offered the opportunity to participate in impact bargaining to ensure that with the changes and disruptions to our typical schedules that school boards honored the collective bargaining agreements with the associations.         
	The LEA has provided continuity of services in addressing staff social emotional mental and other 2: We will dedicate time on our welcome back day and in-service day to ensure we are meeting the social and emotional needs of our staff before the school year starts.  
	Description during SY2021_4: 
	Description during SY2122_4: Teachers will be involved  developing the SY21-22 reopening plan to give them a voice in the organization and structure of the school year. Ongoing health needs of our staff will continue to be supported by our school nurse.
	no later than six months after the LEA receives LEA ESSER funds: On
	undefined_5: Off
	No_23: A reopening task force has been formed to review and refine reopening plans for SY21-22.  The task force established SY21-22 reopening plans to reflect the current needs and requirements regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and in compliance with CDC and State guidelines.
	Description_5:   The task force is comprised of various stakeholder including staff, community  members, parents , School Board members , students, and  medical personnel. Updates to the plan  will be posted on the SAU website.
	necessary on the revisions it makes to its plan: On
	undefined_6: Off
	No_24: A SY21-22 reopening task force has been formed to review and refine reopening plans for SY21-22. The task force established SY21-22 reopening plans to reflect the current needs and requirements regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and in compliance with CDC and State guidelines. 
	Description_6: The task force is comprised of various stakeholders including staff, community  members, parents , School Board members , students, and medical personnel .   Updates to the plan  will be posted on the SAU website.
	based on the guidance provided by the CDC NH Public Health and local public health officials: On
	undefined_7: Off
	No_25: Throughout SY21-22, the School Administration and the reopening task force will continue to monitor the status of CDC safety recommendations, communication from NH DOE, State of NH guidance and recommendations, and NH Public Health and local public health officials'  communication and recommendations regarding COVID-19 protocol.  
	Description_7: Decisions regarding reopening plan modifications will be made at the local level to ensure the best solution for the needs of the community, students, parents and staff while maintaining compliance compliance with CDC and State requirements.    Stakeholders will be provided the opportunity   to comment on reopening plan revisions.  Plan updates  will be posted on the SAU #39 website for public access.
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