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Holocaust and Genocide Education Program Ed 306.49 
 
 

This Technical Advisory is meant to provide guidance and clarification the implementation of the new 
Holocaust and Genocide Education Minimum Standards Requirements 

 
 

On June 9, 2022, the State Board of Education adopted new rules relative to the teaching of Holocaust 
and Genocide Education. The rules were adopted in consultation with the Commission on Holocaust and 
Genocide Education under the authority of RSA 193-E:2-f. 

 

The adopted rules revise Section Ed 306.26, Section Ed 306.27, and Section Ed 306.46 and creates a new 
Section Ed 306.49. The adopted rules will apply to school year 2022-2023 and each successive following 
school year. 

The Commission on Holocaust and Genocide Education, in partnership with Keene State College, has 
created an online resource for schools to use as they implement the new rules, which can be found here. 

 

Please see below for the revised and new regulatory sections: 
 
 

Ed 306.26 Revised 
 

(h) The local school board shall require, and each district shall establish, and provide instruction 
in, Holocaust and genocide education as described in Ed 306.49, implemented no later than 8th grade as 
a component of a course in social studies. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to prevent 
developmentally appropriate instruction in Holocaust and genocide studies prior to 8th grade or as a 
component of other learning areas. 

Ed 306.27 Revised 
 

(ai) The local school board shall require, and each district shall establish, and provide instruction 
in, Holocaust and genocide education as described in Ed 306.49, implemented not earlier than 8th grade 
and continuing through grade 12 as a component of a course in social studies, world history, global 
studies, or US history. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to prevent developmentally 
appropriate instruction in Holocaust and genocide studies prior to 8th grade or as a component of other 
learning areas. 

Ed 306.46 Revised 

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.26, the local school board shall require that a social studies program in 
each elementary school grade, excluding kindergarten, and excepting Holocaust and genocide 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XV/193-E/193-E-2-f.htm
https://www.keene.edu/academics/ah/cchgs/education/nh-commission/
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education, as applicable pursuant to Ed 306.26(h) which is to be implemented no later than 8th grade, 
provides: 

(1) Opportunities for students to: 
 

a. Acquire knowledge and understanding of civics, economics, geography, history, and 
Holocaust and genocide education, as applicable pursuant to Ed 306.26(h), in a 
program consistent with the requirements under RSA 193-C:3, III; and 

 
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.26, the local school board shall require that a social studies program in each 

middle school provides: 
(1) Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and understanding of civics, economics, 
geography, history, and Holocaust and genocide education, as applicable pursuant to Ed 
306.26(h), in a program consistent with RSA 193-C:3, III; 

 
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.27, the local school board shall require that a social studies program in each 

high school provides: 

(1) Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and modes of inquiry in the areas of 
civics, economics, geography, world history, United States and New Hampshire history, and 
Holocaust and genocide education pursuant to Ed 306.27(ai), in a program consistent with 
RSA 193-C:3, III, including the related areas of sociology, anthropology, and psychology; 

 
Ed 306.49 NEW 

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.26, the local school board shall require that a Holocaust and genocide 
education program in each school grade, to begin no later than 8th grade provides: 

(1) Integrated, developmentally appropriate instruction in Holocaust and genocide 
education as described in RSA 193-E:3-a, II-a. through II-c. including: 

 
a. An understanding of the terms "genocide" and "Holocaust", as defined by RSA 193- 
E:3-a, II-a. and II-b.; 

 
b. An understanding of: 

 
1. The difference between events that constitute genocide and other types of mass 
atrocities including, but not limited to, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and 
ethnic cleansing; 

 
2. Genocides recognized by the determinations of lawfully constituted courts 
including, but not limited to, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), 
and the International Court of Justice (ICJ); 

 
3. Instances of mass atrocities where application of the term genocide is 
contested including, but not limited to, Dekulakization, the Ukrainian terror- 
famine, the Great Terror, Khmer Rouge atrocities other than those directed at 
Cham Muslims and the ethnic Vietnamese minority, and the Native American 
experience during colonization; 

 
4. Ongoing events that may constitute crimes against humanity, war crimes, 
ethnic cleansing, or genocide; and 
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5. Instances where the US government has made public statements that genocide 
has occurred, including, but not limited to, Armenia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Iraq, 
Darfur, ISIS-controlled areas, and Uighurs;. 

 

c. Historical facts about the causes and events of the Holocaust and other genocides; 
and 

 
d. How and why political repression, intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, and national, 
ethnic, racial, or religious hatred and discrimination have, in the past, evolved into 
genocide and mass violence; 

 
(2) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
political repression, intolerance, and bigotry through developmentally appropriate activities 
that include concrete experiences and interactions with, but not limited to, primary 
documents, witness testimony, historical documents, and mixed media; and 

 
(3) Instruction and activities designed to enable students to: 

 
a. Analyze and understand that democratic institutions and values are not 
automatically sustained, but need active civic responsibility and engagement; 

 
b. Identify and evaluate how political repression, intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, 
and national, ethnic, racial, or religious hatred and discrimination can evolve into 
genocide and mass violence, such as the Holocaust, and how to prevent the evolution 
of such practices; and 

 
c. Identify and evaluate the power of individual choices in preventing political 
repression, intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, and national, ethnic, racial, or religious 
hatred. 

 
(b) Each district shall incorporate instruction in Holocaust and genocide education into at least 

one existing social studies, world history, global studies, or US history course required as a condition of 
high school graduation for all students. 
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For additional questions regarding this technical advisory, please contact the Bureau of Educational 
Opportunities, Office of Public School Approval via email at schoolapproval@doe.nh.gov 

mailto:schoolapproval@doe.nh.gov
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